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DOCV Secretary Peter Kardaras tested the new Multistrada for 5 days.
Read his impressions in the big Special inside.

Next Club Meeting:
Tuesday 20th April at the Manningham
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Like to contribute to Desmoto?

messaggi importanti #1
Memberships have expired at the end of February.
If you still haven’t renewed yet, please do so now.
Expired members will be removed from the DOCV
Facebook group.

messaggi importanti #2
Phillip Island Fun Day coming up on 19th April!
Spend a day in great company riding around the
iconic Phillip Island race track.
Details at https://www.docv.org/event-4131425

It’s easy – just email the Editor with
your article or photos or whatever
you think other DOCV members
would be interested in. Photos are
best sent in .jpg format separate of
the article (ie. don’t embed them in
the Word doc). Bigger pics are better
than small ones. All contributions will
be very gratefully received.
The email address for the Desmoto
editor is: editor@docv.org
The deadline for Desmoto is always
the last day of the month, except for
December because we don’t publish
a January edition.
DESMOTO APRIL 2021
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Ducati Owners Club of Victoria Inc.
PO Box 16 Box Hill Victoria 3128
Incorporated Association Registration #A80B

DOCV Committee Members and Office Bearers
President: Mel Reynolds
pres@docv.org

Library: Garry Elphinstone
librarian@docv.org

Vice President: Rachael Alexander
vicepres@docv.org

Club Permit Officer: Daryl Grant
clubpermit@docv.org

Secretary: Peter Kardaras
sec@docv.org

Merchandise: Aldo Mosenich
merchandise@docv.org

Treasurer: Evan Rubenstein
treas@docv.org

Life Members:
Garry Elphinstone, Ric Begg, Peter Shearman,
Gerard Porter, Gary Parnaby, Lawrence Gibbs,
Peter Sack, Stephen Frew, Ralph Green (dec),
John Slater, Russ Murray.

Club Captain: Joe Ruspandini
captain@docv.org
Co-captains: Gavin Hodge, Geoff Salmon,
Paul van Vugt, Garry Elphinstone, Mark
Slater, Glenn Loechel, Neil Larson, Peter
Shearman
Editor: Matthias Siegel
editor@docv.org
Spares: Daryl Grant
spares@docv.org

General Meeting and Social Night held at:
The Manningham, 1 Thompsons Road Bulleen.
Third Tuesday of every month (except Jan):
7.00pm - social catch up and grab a bite to eat; 8.00pm - meeting starts.

Disclaimer: Technical articles and comments printed in this magazine are the result of contributions from members. As such,
the views expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the Ducati Owners Club of Victoria Inc. (DOCV) The material contained
in this magazine is in the nature of general comment only, and is not advice on any particular matter. The DOCV editorship and
contributing authors do not accept any responsibility for the consequences of any action taken, or omitted to be taken, by any
person whether as a member or not, as a consequence of anything contained in, or omitted from, this magazine. Itinerary dates
and times are subject to last minute variation.
Magazine assembly by Peter Cusworth, Ph 0409 797 023 pcusworth53@gmail.com

4

DESMOTO APRIL 2021

editoriale
Matthias Siegel

What a terrific month it was for the club

I

t started with another marathon Mini Turismo, led by
‘Goat track’ Glenn Loechel. We were based in Dargo
for two nights, so we got to ride the Dargo road twice in
both directions. Plenty of goat tracks were ridden, far away
from all the traffic. Some looked more like paddock access
than actual roads, but it was an excellent weekend with a
great group of people and the best Tail End Charly we could
ask for, Armando, on his new... *cough*... BMW GS.
Nobody lost their license this time, only some minor other
casualties. Rob Cornish deserves the Ironman award for
parking his ST in a paddock fence after a nasty high side
in a tricky section of road littered with gravel. He then
got back on the bike and continued all the way to Dargo
before the adrenalin wore off and he realised he may have
actually injured his shoulder – which a scan at the hospital
confirmed the next day. Big thanks to Mornington Ducati
who not only offered storage of the damaged bike in Dargo,
but helped Rob organise transport and repair as well. Hope
to see you on a ride again soon! Also thank you to Sharon
for the taxi service to the hospital.
Myself and a wallaby had a disagreement over who
has to give way, resulting in me almost going down the
embankment, some 5km from Dargo. A scary thought in
hindsight, I was riding by myself at the time. Somehow
I managed to stay on the bike, but the front fairing and
headlight broke off from the impact. Luckily Nathan pulled
over a short time later and helped me out with cable ties
which allowed me to continue the ride. As for the wallaby,
it didn’t make it. Truly one of the dumbest animals we have.
I saw it sitting at the side of the road from 100m away and it
looked straight at me coming up the road. Then at the last
moment, once I had committed to riding past, it decided to
cross the road and jump right in front of me.

I was also lucky to make it home because on these fast and
long rides my Hyperstrada always seems to guzzle more
oil than petrol. I came home with only 2 litres of oil left in
the engine, where there should have been 3.5l. In Dargo I
even topped it up with half a litre, so approx. 2 litres have
evaporated during the 1440km of the Mini Turismo. The
bike has always had a tendency to use oil, but it has truly
reached insane levels now. Given my Streetfighter 848 was
built around the same time as the Hyper and never uses
any oil, Ducati must have had some questionable factory
tolerances around 2013/14. Once I’ve got more funds to
dump into the endless money drain that the Hyperstrada is,
I will have to book it in for a compression test and a serious
engine inspection. Or maybe the time has come to offload
the Hyper and get serious? In a few weeks I will turn 40 so I
will be old enough to ride a Multi.
If it wasn’t such an amazing road leading up to Dargo I
would have to question why we stay there so often, given
what a poor experience it usually is to eat at the Dargo
Hotel. When you have to stand in a queue for 30+ minutes
to place your food order, among sweaty drunk mullets
who don’t give a hoot about social distancing, then have
to collect your meal yourself from the kitchen later on and
queue up again at the bar for drinks. When halfway through
the meal you’re reminded by staff to hurry up because the
table you’re sitting at is needed for other things, then it’s
safe to say there are nicer places to visit. I’m generally not
a fan of country pubs that are so stuck in the past and make
no effort to go with the times, like offering less fatty food
or more options without meat. Or at least dusting off the
interior would often make a difference already. How difficult
could it be to implement table service, is there anyone out
there who enjoys standing in a queue?
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Sometimes however, we come across some unexpected
gems on club rides. On the last day of the MT we stopped
for lunch at the Boolarra Hotel. Upon entering one couldn’t
help noticing the stale smell of the past, and while waiting
for my meal I started wondering if there was ever a time in
history when such bizarre interior decor was considered
modern. I concluded it must have been before my time. The
expletives and weird music coming from the kitchen only
reinforced my concerns of picking up a serious case of food
poisoning on the last day of the ride. Once the food arrived
however, all concerns were blown away – it was delicious!
After the Mini Turismo we had the Fun Day in Broadford
which was enjoyed by many, but unfortunately not as
many as we had hoped. Track days are a cherished part of
our club activities but are expensive to run and risky due
to huge upfront costs when booking a track. Those who
attended reportedly had a great day and the predicted rain
didn’t arrive until later in the afternoon. Sadly I didn’t get my
track bike ready on time so I had to miss this one.
Next we finally got Armando’s Gourmet Mystery Ride done,
after having to reschedule it several times. It was another
ride led by Glenn and based on the reports of those who
attended it was very enjoyable. Seems like the gourmet
element of the ride didn’t materialise though. Check out the
reports and pictures.
Another highlight was the monthly General Meeting which
was hosted by Mornington Ducati. As special guests we
had Alana and Luke from Ducati ANZ who presented the
new Multistrada V4, and we were also joined by Ducati
Ambassador and new club member Emma Notarfranceso,
who many of you know from her work as former presenter
of the Australian Superbikes broadcasts. Hopefully we will
see Emma join us on a ride very soon.
It was a very enjoyable and informative evening with a
great presentation of the new Multi which seems like a
well thought out bike. Personally I still can’t get over the
ugly radar brick in the front that ruins the bike for me. The
days where Ducati was form over function are clearly
over. For me, having grown up in Germany, this is a sign of
Audi’s influence (Audi owns Ducati). If you look at Ducati’s
recent bikes, they almost make too much sense – design
and uniqueness are a lower priority than they were 10 years
ago. Desmodromic valves, trellis frame, V2, single-sided
swing-arm – more and more features that people associate
with Ducati appear to be up for debate. No doubt this makes
the bikes more flexible, more reliable and more rideable, as
Luke explained, and it appeals to a wider market by having
one bike only for both on and off road riding. It makes good
business sense. But it’s a compromise and what it does take
away is character. The character, the narrow focus and
uncompromising traditional design elements, that’s what
attracts a lot of people to Ducati, including myself.
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Tradition aside though, objectively it’s a great bike – that’s
the conclusion of most reviewers. It’s also the experience of
our own Secretary Peter Kardaras, who got the opportunity
to test ride one for 5 days ahead of the General Meeting.
Many thanks to Peter for spending the Easter weekend
writing down his thoughts for this edition of DESMOTO.
One big question remains: given the Multi V4 engine doesn’t
have desmodromic valves, can you still join the Desmo
Owners Club if you buy one?
Enjoy the magazine,

Matthias
PS: How awesome is it to have MotoGP back! I’ve included
some of the best shots of our guys in this edition. Go Zarco!
And Jack Miller, well at least he delivered a good show as
always.

Next Issue
• Do you own a very
special Ducati? (Let’s
be honest, pretty much
any Ducati qualifies…)
Why not write a portrait
about your pride and
joy for Desmoto! Let
others know what you
like and don’t like,
what to look out for
when buying one.
• Have you been on
a beautiful bike trip
recently, perhaps
overseas (okay, not
very likely)? Why
not share your experience
with other readers!
• Bought some useful new bike gear? Why not write a
review for Desmoto!
Articles are best sent in as a PDF or Word document.
Photos ideally in JPEG format, and please include them
as separate files. For quality reasons larger photos are
better than smaller ones.
All contributions will be gratefully received.
Deadline for submissions: end of the month.

editor@docv.org

president’s
report

Mel Reynolds

W
year.

ow, what a busy time March has been. Full of
riding of all sorts and lots of time on the bike
which has been so good after very little time last

It started off on the long weekend with the International
Womens Festival at Broadford. I headed up for the Women’s
Only Ride Day which had a pretty good turn out. The had
some great coaches on hand and while it took me a lot
of the morning to get comfortable on the bike again I did
manage to drop 14 seconds off my time from the first to the
last session. That might have been more a statement on
how slow my first session was but you can only beat your
own time right! I then stayed for the networking dinner on
the Sunday night. MV had organised a fantastic night which
kicked off with Jacqui Cooper followed by a panel including
club favourite Peggy Hyde, Grace Poutch,
Chelsea Angelo and Tayla Street. It was a
great day with perfect weather and good
company. The following day was a day in the
dirt which I didn’t stay for, but maybe next
time I’ll have to because it look so much fun!

conjunction with the marshals (aka the expects on weather
in the area) we called it a day. By that time most people had
had their fill of getting back on track and were ready to start
heading home anyway. I then topped that off by heading up
to Winton on the Sunday for Round 2 of the ASBK (albeit the
first round of racing). One of the perks of working here at
MA was that we stopped by the say hi to some of the guys
working over the weekend and we ended up on the grid
of the first SBK race. The bloke who lives at my place was
quite happy with that.
Then I had a weekend at home, which was kind of strange,
so the next weekend we decided to for a bit of a ride out
for dinner and headed to Robe. I have to say it was a little
strange crossing the border. We had our border crossing
permits ready for both ways but there was not a soul in

That weekend was followed by the DOCV
day at Broadford where I could put some of
the things I learnt at the WORD into practice.
And I dropped another 5 seconds off my best
time from the WORD weekend. I even got
bumped up into the medium group – I was
probably a rolling roadblock for some people
but I had fun
Then I got tired and slow
and it was time to come in. Given the weather
forecast was not great for the day we had a
pretty good run with a perfect morning and
we even managed to get a session in after
lunch before the weather did roll in and in
DESMOTO APRIL 2021
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sight to check them at all. That was another 1,100kms
and now the little Scrambler is ready for her first Desmo
service.
Now I’m getting ready for a couple of days at Mac Park to
learn more stuff before we had to PI for our last Fun Day
before winter.
Club wise numbers were down on what we hoped we
would get for Broadford which did mean that we made a
loss on the day (although due to some credits we still had
with Broadford we are ok from a cash flow position). Based
on the recent turn outs we’ve had a Broadford, at this stage
we will not be able to run another day there next year, they
might have to drop back to be every other year.

There is a lot still going on between now and when the
winter cold sets in so get out there and join in some of the
events. We have plans for keeping us social during winter
which we’ll have more detail on shortly.
See you on the road!

Mel

And don’t forget we have Phillip Island on April 19 which
also needs more people so if you haven’t registered yet
there should still be time.
If numbers are low on this one too then we will have to
reconsider what we do with Fun Days going forward. If you
want to keep these days we need people to come along
because we can’t run events that continue to not cover
their costs.
We also had our March general meeting at Mornington
Ducati, a big shout out to John and Andrew for opening
the showroom and hosting us for the night. We were lucky
enough to have Alana and Luke from Ducati ANZ come
along to give us an update on all things Ducati ANZ are
working on and to launch the new V4s Multi. We were
also joined by Emma Notarfrancesco who is a new Ducati
ambassador and now also a club member having recently
got her motorbike licence and is looking forward to getting
out on her Monster. More on that later in Desmoto.

Acknowledgments
Desmoto would not be possible without contributions
from our members, partners and other various sources,
who have put a lot of their time and effort into making this
edition informative and a good read.

New Members
Ben Elphick

Andrew Miles

This edition features much appreciated contributions by
(in no particular order):

Michael Joy

Jade During

Phil Mainella

Michael Coccia

Ducati Media House, Pramac Racing, Johann Zarco,
Glenn Loechel, Geoff Salmon, Rob Cornish, Kathy Hodge,
Gavin Hodge, Nathan Scanlon, Flavio Zamparo, Therese
Kupper, John Willis, George Rappold, Rob Labuc, the
DOCV committee, 44Teeth, Revzilla, The Bike Show &
Bike World.

Fiona McDonald

Thanks to everybody!
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Welcome

relazione

dellavicepresidente
Rachael Alexander

I

t has been pretty full on and a lot has happened since
the March edition of Desmoto.

But first we will get the serious stuff out of the way.
Membership renewals were due on March 1, and quite
a few of you have not ponied up the funds as yet. Please
get to it so your continuing membership status is assured.
There will come a time when you will click-over to expired
(in the membership sense) and will be booted off our
Facebook site.
Now that the business is out of the way, the fun stated
with the Labour Day long weekend and our traditional
Mini Turismo, which was not so traditional this year as we
headed to Dargo. I had not been to Dargo before, so I now
understand why the road into Dargo is in motorcycling folk
law.
I did have a bit of quandary when I was stuck behind
a patched Coffin Cheater on the way into Dargo but I
eventually got around him incident free. He and a couple
of hundred of his mates were in Dargo for the weekend so
things were pretty busy at the pub.
Thanks to Glenn Loechel who was our ride leader. His
encyclopaedic knowledge of roads never ceases to
astound, and they don’t call him Goat Track Glen for
nothing. Although I am pleased to report that the majority
of the roads, we were on had a white line down the middle.
Also, thanks to Armando Mercuri who was our ever-reliable
tail end Charlie for the weekend. Although at one stage he
was cursing me under his helmet when I had pulled over to
assist a rider who had an off, when he continued straight
instead of rounding the corner. Amando had assumed that I
had pulled over for a nature break. Which I suppose, given
my bladder size if not outside the bounds of reason.
Then there was our Broadford Fun Day on 13 March. We
managed to get a few sessions in before the wind picked
up and the rain pelted down, and we pulled the pin. It was
great to see all your smiling faces there and riders clearly
had a great time on the newly surfaced track. I was a bit
wistful as I watched everybody go out to their sessions but
was glad to be a part of the day that put the Fun back into
Fun Day.

Onto 20 March and Armando’s Gourmet Mystery
overnighter finally eventuated (it had been cancelled a few
times when we could not ride). Glenn was once again the
ride leader and briefly known as ‘Papa Smurf” thanks to an
incident with a blue face washer in the hotel. True to form
there many circular routes and U-turns. Armando once
again took TEC duties, and I had a fabulous time and ate
lots of delicious food.
There were many good roads on that weekend but the
highlights for me were the Grand Ridge Road on the
Saturday (right up until it turns to gravel), where we did a
U-turn. Then on the Sunday there was the Taralgon-Balrook
Road – C483. We came down it, but I would have been
happy to go back up it and come back down it again. Big
smiles all around.
The company, as always was very enjoyable, was
wonderful to see people who I had not seen for quite a
while and everybody even signed a birthday card for me,
which currently holds pride of place on my mantlepiece.
Then to put a bow around the month of March we had our
general meeting at Mornington Ducati, where we were all
introduced to the new V4 Multi. I actually sat on it, and I
must say I was impressed. It is actually easier to push up
off the stand than the Supersport. We also had a three
special guests for the evening, Alana and Luke from Ducati
ANZ and Emma Notarfrancesco, who amongst other things,
is a journalist and Ducati Ambassador who has recently
joined the ranks of licensed motorcyclists. Hopefully she
has the chance to come cram in a DOCV ride one day soon.
Do not forget about the upcoming Phillip Island Fun Day on
Monday 19 April. Get out there and get on it. Hope to see
you there.
Until then, I hope you enjoyed the long weekend and got a
bit of riding in.
Stay golden

Rachael
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captain’s
call

Joe Ruspandini

This is your Captain speaking……..
Club life

O

n the last Mini Turismo we had an incident involving
a new member where he lost concentration on a
section of road and missed a corner. This resulted
in him going into a field and ending up in a fence with the
cows, very unfortunate, this could happen to any of us,
fortunately he will be ok albeit stuck on the sidelines for a
while as his shoulder mends, but I would like to break this
incident down and discuss what happened into 2 parts.
1. The new member is an experienced rider familiar with
riding on fast and slow twisting sections. his bike an
immaculate ST, a very capable machine in perfect road
worthy order. The road was dry but in places was sketchy
with unmarked gravel and needed full concentration to
navigate these sections safely. In this instance the gravel
had no part in the incident, the road was dry and clean,
he wasn’t traveling with excessive speed unable to make
the corner, the corner itself wasn’t an unusual radius
to catch you out, so why did the new member miss the
corner?
	Being a new member and having no experience in riding
in a group he was constantly worried about keeping Tail
End Charlie in sight so was always looking in his mirrors,
certainly not a bad practice to keep looking in the mirrors
for faster riders but not to the extent that you put yourself
in harms way and in this instance had his eyes off the
road at a critical time and missed the corner entry.
	So, there is a lesson to be learnt here that you shouldn’t
worry about the past and always look to the future.
2. While this accident wasn’t overly serious and no
ambulance was needed as the member still managed to
finish day one of the ride, the benefits of being a member
of the club shone through. Immediately after the accident
there were other members on hand to make sure he was
10
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ok and didn’t need urgent medical attention. His bike
was stood up and pushed back onto the road and was
assessed to be safe and rideable, albeit a bit banged up.
The rest of the group waited patiently for all to regroup
so there was no mad rush to try and catch up. If this
happened while riding on your own or with strangers it
certainly would have been a different story.
Throughout the day the new member was being checked
on, to make sure he was ok to continue the ride to Dargo. A
short time after arriving, once the adrenaline had subsided
and the shoulder cooled down, it became apparent his
weekend of riding was over.
Following discussions on what to do with the bike, a quick
call to John of Mornington Ducati who just happened to
be sitting in his car no more than 100 metres up the road
from the Dargo Pub we had the bike safely stowed away
in the shed close by. A week later John kindly transported
this safely to their workshop in Mornington on the back his
trailer. So, bike taken care off, Club life.
The patient was taken to hospital on day 2 and after scans
were done a torn rota cuff was the result. Then back to
Dargo for the nights activities and taken to the train station
on day 3. All this was done by a rider wife, Sharon who
participated in the weekend in her car rather than the back
of a bike, Club life.
Would this type of help be offered with the many other bike
clubs out there? The immensely popular FACEBOOK clubs
that dominate the scene or would you be left on the side of
the road to sort yourself out and forgotten about, that is a
question I would like everyone to ask themselves.
In conclusion the club and its members shone through, the
benefits of being a member certainly out way any yearly
membership cost. The acts that were performed were not

because the new member was a nice guy, but because he
was now part of the DOCV family. What Ducati Italy like to
say…. being part of the global DOC family and family look
out for each other. Like all families we don’t always agree
and sometimes we argue but at the end of the day we look
out for each other on the road and can have a beer together
at the end of the day. Lifelong friends have come out of this
Club life.
I personally want to thank Sharon who went out of her way
and doing some extra driving chaperoning the patient and
thank John from Mornington Ducati who went over and
above what any dealer would do in making sure the bike
was stored and transported back to Melbourne.
Club life.
Seeya on the road.

Joe

treasurer’s
report

Evan Rubenstein
Income

March 2021

February 2021

2020.00
11,705.00
6,886.00
0
-50.00

0
5,530.00
13,738.32
0
0

Total Income

20,561.00

19,268.32

Expenses
Cost of Sales
Desmoto
Events
Membership
Purchases for resale
Other
Total Expenses

0
1,170.00
27,869.88
1,596.50
0
885.44
31,521.82

0
600.00
363.64
0
0
807.86
1,771.50

(10,960.82)

17,496.82

40,917.50
2,781.05
1,175.79
16,524.29
5,270.96
5,280.31
2,402.73
2,013.60
76,366.23

20,829.44
32,358.41
1,434.56
16,329.15
5,270.96
5,277.71
4,422.73
2,013.60
87,936.56

Desmoto
Events
Memberships
Merchandise
Other

Operating Profit / (Loss)

Can you guess the mystery club identity?
Hint: Known for his penchant for BMW
machines and dirt bikes before a later-life
attraction to Ducati sports models.

Cheque account
Paypal
Debit Card
Cash reserve
Term Deposit 1
Term Deposits 2
Trade Debtors
Other Assets
Net Assets

Gear review request
Bought a nice piece of gear lately? Happy with it?
Like to tell members about it? Please do!
Feel free to send us a quick 5 minute review:

Find the answer
on page 44.

• What is it? Website? • Where to get it?
• How much did it cost? • Why is it good?
• Suggestions for use? • Can it be improved?
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lettera

delsegretario
Peter Kardaras

Excitement...

I

am writing this article recounting the last month and
realising that plenty can happen in the time of 31
days, like “what a week it has been in football” our
now-not-so-favourite-Collingwood-president foreverBroadmeadows-broadcaster would address his AFL footy
show viewers.
Firstly, in the DOCV world, we hosted a great fun day at
Broadford with participants who really enjoy strapping
themselves into their leathers and riding around the newly
surfaced track, on bikes of all types. Having never been
to one of these before, I got to witness the process of the
three different skill level groups, preparing their bikes and
riding in a safer and more controlled environment than
on any public road. My 10-year-old daughter who tagged
along to see what “Dad does at this Ducati club place”
thoroughly enjoyed the day. She got to check out some of
the bikes and see some of the “Girl riders” on the track
as well. Once identifying some of the female riders on the
track, every time they would roar past the main straight,
Alex would cheer them on as her dad cheers on Ducati
riders at MotoGP races. Whilst I was not riding on the day,
i am looking forward to the first time I will mount my bike on
one of our future fun days. (Just need to squeeze this dad
bod into a set of leathers first….) With another Track day
coming up in April at the world-Famous Phillip island circuit,
many more riders can take advantage of the conditions to
have another great fun day! If you are thinking about it, do
it!
In March I also celebrated 43 spins around the sun, with
the usual fanfare of a European catered (COVID-normal)
gathering at home, lots of gifts, laughter and catching
up with loved ones, however, I feel that I got my birthday
present a few days later, where I got to test ride a kitted out
Multistrada V4S for five days and talk about the experience
at the General meeting held at Mornington Ducati. Thank
you for the opportunity to Ducati ANZ and Alana Baratto
who provided the bike, we really appreciate this new
direction of embracing the DOC’s around Australia and NZ.
Special mention to Andrew Pugliese of Mornington Ducati,
who also walked me through the bike when I picked it up
and answered all my weird and left of field questions as if

12
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he had sold it to me (with no reward). More about my time
with this gamechanger bike in this edition of Desmoto.
In March we also had our second meeting of the year this
time at Mornington Ducati, where the crew from Ducati
ANZ joined us to launch the Multistrada V4. With 40 odd
people- our capacity due to covid rules for the night- we
had a great opportunity to see our favourite bikes in the
flesh, check out the new V4 Multistrada. Luke Van de
Borst, the service manager of Ducati ANZ walked us
through the technical aspects of the new machine, putting
technical terms that explained why I enjoyed my time so
much on the V4 a few days earlier. Alana shared with us
the future of Ducati in Oz, with plenty to be done around
providing a great experience to Ducati riders while bringing
more people to the brand. We also had the opportunity
to welcome quite a few new members to the club at this
meeting. One of them being Emma Notarfrancesco, a
Ducati Brand ambassador who as she was receiving her
membership pack from Melanie, mentioned that is looking
forward to joining us on our rides and other events. Thank
you to the team at Ducati Mornington for their hospitality
we certainly enjoyed the night and the welcoming
environment.
Finally, if March was an indicator of what is in store for
the rest of 2021 for our club, our members and Ducati
in general, I must echo the words of the late household
cleaner pedalling morning TV persona “Big Kev” Kevin
McQuay and say loudly: I’m excited!

Peter

Things of Beauty

1993 Ducati 888 SP5

Advertise here

If you are interested in
becoming a sponsor of DOCV,
or advertising your business
or product in DESMOTO,
please get in touch at treas@
docv.org for more information
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Production of the new Monster begins: it’s time to have fun
• Lightweight, compact and essential: the Monster
is a concentrate of fun able to satisfy both the
youngest and the most experienced riders

• MotoGP riders Pecco Bagnaia,
Enea Bastianini and Luca Marini
on the assembly line to witness
the construction of the first
example of the new Monster

• Available in dealerships from April 2021 also in a depowered version for A2 license holders
Borgo Panigale (Bologna, Italy), 4 March 2021

P

roduction has begun at the Ducati factory of the
new Monster, which will be available in all Ducati
dealerships starting from April 2021.

MotoGP riders Pecco Bagnaia (Ducati Lenovo Team), Enea
Bastianini and Luca Marini (Esponsorama Racing) also
attended the assembly phase of the first model to come off
the production line, shortly before leaving for the tests of
the 2021 racing season in Qatar. They visited the factory for
this special occasion and were able to personally observe
the birth of the new model through the explanations of the
expert line operators (link to see the video here). Bagnaia,
Bastianini and Marini spent a whole morning in Ducati,
having lunch in the company canteen and experiencing
first-hand the affection of all the employees present in
Borgo Panigale.
With over 350,000 units produced and distributed
throughout the world, the Monster family is the best-selling
and the longest running in the history of the Bologna-based
company. The new model, presented during the 2021 Ducati
World Première, is inspired by the original 1993 philosophy:
a lightweight and essential sport naked with a frame
derived from the Superbike and a powerful engine that is at
the same time perfect for road use.
The new Monster is light, compact and fun. An ideal
motorcycle both for those approaching the world of
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two wheels for the first time and for more experienced
motorcyclists, ready to provide fun to new generations of
motorcyclists thanks to its brilliant and easy-to-manage
performance, extremely low weight, a nimble and intuitive
chassis and state-of-the-art electronic equipment.
The heart of the bike is the 937cc L-twin Testastretta 11°
engine with desmodromic distribution, which makes the
Monster sporty and fun. Maximum power stands at 111
hp at 9,250 rpm with a torque of 9.5 kgm at just 6,500 rpm.
Thanks to the increased displacement compared to the
821-cc version, torque has improved at all revs, particularly
medium-low ones, which are the most commonly used
on the road and through the curves. The engine of the
new Monster guarantees thrilling performance and riding
pleasure, also thanks to the new gearbox and the Ducati
Quick Shift Up/Down fitted as standard.
Ducati engineers and designers have devoted great
attention to reducing the total weight of the new Monster.
The vehicle has been completely redesigned: subframe,
rims, swingarm and above all the frame, which is now
an aluminium front frame with load-bearing engine,
conceptually like that of the Panigale V4 and 4.5 kg lighter
(60% less) than the trellis. The work carried out on the
chassis, together with a lightening of 2.6 kg on the engine,
has taken the dry weight of the Monster to only 166 kg
(almost 20 kg less than the Monster 821) and this translates
into an agile bike in traffic and with excellent handling.

NEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWS
The new Monster is equipped with three Riding Modes
(Sport, Urban, Touring) that make it possible to shape
the character of the bike according to tastes and needs.
Engine delivery is particularly smooth thanks to the Smart
Power Modes, which provide specific torque curves in
first and second gear (Urban and Touring) or only in first
gear (Sport), making riding easier. Everything is easily
manageable through the handlebar controls and the
4.3”colour TFT dashboard, characterized by racing graphics
that echo those of the Panigale V4, with a large rev counter
that shows the indication of the gear engaged in the
centre, to always have the essential information under
control during sporty riding. Connectivity is guaranteed
by the presence of the Ducati Multimedia System (DMS),
which enables the smartphone to be linked to the bike via
Bluetooth. A smartphone can also be recharged thanks to
the addition of a functional USB socket under the saddle.
The design reinterprets the key elements of the Monster,
such as the “bison-back” fuel tank, the circular headlight,
the clean tail and the engine centre-stage, placing
them within a more contemporary vision. The shapes
have evolved towards the exaltation of essentiality and
technology , with very narrow sides that allow the rider
to easily place his feet on the ground when the bike is
stationary, also thanks to the saddle height which is now
820 mm in the standard version, and which can arrive at 775
mm by mounting the low saddle accessory and the lowered
suspension kit.
The ergonomics of the bike are also improved compared
to the 821 version by moving the saddle closer to the
handlebar, which allows the rider to maintain a more
upright position and less loaded on the wrists, with
greater control over the bike. The steering angle has been
increased to 36° (a full 7° more than the
821) to facilitate manoeuvres and ensure
maximum manoeuvrability even at the low
speeds and in the urban context, while the
footrests have been repositioned to offer a
more comfortable riding position.

The Monster has always been synonymous with
customization. For this new version, stickers and cover
kits with graphics have been created, which enhance the
shapes of the Monster and celebrate Ducati’s sportiness,
allowing you to make your bike even more unique. On the
Ducati.com website there is a configurator section, where
it is possible to view all the customization options.
To encourage the entry of young enthusiasts into the world
of two wheels, the bike is also available in a depowered
version for A2 license holders.
The new Monster is available in the range in Ducati Red
and Dark Stealth with black wheels, Aviator Grey with Red
GP wheels. For those who want an even more accentuated
sportiness, the Monster Plus version is also available in
the same colours with the front fairing and passenger seat
cover as standard.

The standard electronic equipment enables
the performance of the bike to be expressed
with a high degree of active safety and
includes ABS Cornering, Traction Control and
Wheelie Control, all adjustable to different
levels of intervention. The sporty character
of the bike is also underlined by the Launch
Control which ensures lightning-fast starts.
The standard equipment also includes
sophisticated elements, such as a hydraulic
clutch, radial brake and clutch pumps and
adjustable levers.
DESMOTO APRIL 2021
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Desert Sled Fasthouse: A limited and numbered edition of Ducati Scrambler
to celebrate victory in the Mint 400
• A limited edition of 800 units created
to celebrate the success achieved
in the 2020 edition of the prestigious
American off-road race
• Built on a Ducati Scrambler Desert
Sled base, the model features a
special livery that replicates that of
the bikes used in the race
• A capsule collection of Ducati
Scrambler Fasthouse apparel created
in collaboration by the two brands
will also be available in Ducati
dealerships

Borgo Panigale (Bologna, Italy), 10 March 2021

S

crambler Ducati presents the limited and numbered
edition Desert Sled Fasthouse model: a motorcycle
created to celebrate the collaboration between
Ducati Scrambler and the American clothing brand
Fasthouse, which in 2020 took the rider Jordan Graham to
victory in the Hooligan class of the Mint 400, the oldest and
most prestigious off-road race in America.
The new Ducati Scrambler Desert Sled Fasthouse was
presented by Jason Chinnock (CEO Ducati North America)
and Kenny Alexander (founder and president of Fasthouse)
in a video shot inside the Fasthouse headquarters in
California (link to the video here). The model will be
available in dealerships from the end of March in a limited
and numbered series of 800 units.
Made starting from the base of the Ducati Scrambler Desert
Sled, the Fasthouse model is distinguished by its special
livery, which replicates the graphics used by the bikes that
took part in the Mint 400. The main colours are black and
grey, which combine in a geometric design on the tank,
on which the Fasthouse logo is inserted alongside the
Ducati Scrambler one. The frame is in Ducati Red and is
embellished with an aluminium plate bearing the number of
the bike within the limited series, making each one of the
800 units to be produced unique, while the front and rear
mudguards are black.
The Ducati Scrambler Fasthouse is powered by the 803 cc
engine and is equipped with all the characteristic elements
of the Ducati “Land of Joy” Desert Sled models . The
swingarm, the triple clamps and the bespoke suspension
make this model perfect for those who want to experience
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great adventures on off-road trails, just like those of the
Nevada desert that each year are the scene for the Mint
400. The inclination to the off-road universe is underlined
by the chassis, specifically designed to cope with the
stresses of off-road use, as well as by the presence of a
homologated grille for the front headlight, high mudguards
and the skid plate.

NEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWS
The riding position is customized, thanks to the saddle with
non-slip coating that keeps the seat height at 860 mm, the
adjustable Kayaba suspension with 200 mm of travel and
the off-road inspired foot pegs with removable rubber pads.
The black spoked wheels measure 19” at the front and 17”
at the rear and are fitted with Pirelli Scorpion™ Rally STR
tyres in sizes 120/70 R 19 M/C 60V M+S TL front and 170/60 R
17 M/C 72V M+S TL rear. The Scorpion™ Rally STR combine
the best performance of an off-road tyre with that of an
enduro street tyre.
The collaboration between the “Land of Joy” and
Fasthouse in this special project also includes the launch
of a capsule collection of apparel , created specifically for
the Ducati Scrambler Desert Sled Fasthouse. The collection
consists of 4 elements: short-sleeved t-shirt, long-sleeved
t-shirt, jacket and cap, all made with high-quality fabrics,
which will be available for purchase from the end of April
on Fasthouse’s sales channels, in Ducati network dealers
and on the Ducati Online Shop.
Further information and details on Ducati Scrambler Desert
Sled Fasthouse and the capsule collection are available on
the scramblerducati.com website.
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Ducati SuperSport 950S on road and track
https://youtu.be/Nqmtsmj8oAE

Ducati Multistrada V4S test by 44Teeth
https://youtu.be/dtczPx18KXE

Blast from the past: Ducati 748R test
https://youtu.be/Ztj0iPpSTWQ
DESMOTO APRIL 2021
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The Aruba.it Racing – Ducati Team launch their 2021 WorldSBK season

T

he 2021 World Superbike season of the Aruba.it
Racing – Ducati Team has officially kicked off today
with the presentation of the two Ducati Panigale V4 R
machines of Scott Redding and Michael Ruben Rinaldi.
The British rider is in his second season with the Aruba.
it Racing - Ducati team after fighting for the World
Championship Title until the final round in 2020. For Rinaldi,
fresh from an excellent season in which he scored his
first WorldSBK victory at Motorland Aragón, this can be
considered as a comeback after winning with the Aruba
Junior Team the 2017 Superstock 1000 Championship Title.
The whole team was the protagonist of an intense video
that traced the bikes’ assembly phases before exiting the
pit lane for an ideal grid alignment. On them, the original
signatures of Stefano Cecconi (CEO Aruba S.p.A. and Team
Principal Aruba.it Racing - Ducati), Claudio Domenicali (CEO
of Ducati Motor Holding), Luigi Dall’Igna (General Manager
of Ducati Corse), Paolo Ciabatti (Ducati Corse Sporting
Director) and Daniele Casolari (Team Owner Feel Racing)
stood out.
The video was filmed at Misano World Circuit, which will
host the second round of the 2021 WorldSBK Championship,
in mid-June, after the season opener at Aragón at the end
of May.
The event was streamed on Ducati and Aruba.it Racing
- Ducati social media, broadcasted and distributed by
WorldSBK to the main Italian and international sports
media.
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Stefano Cecconi (CEO Aruba S.p.A. and Team Principal
Aruba.it Racing - Ducati)
“Since 2015, we have officially represented Ducati in the
Superbike World Championship, and our results have grown
steadily to the second and third place obtained with Scott
and Chaz last season. Our goal is to take that final step
forward to reach the target we have set ourselves since
the beginning of this adventure. After last year’s surprising
debut, in 2021, we expect Redding to bring out his full
potential. On the other hand, Rinaldi has had a long journey,
including winning the Superstock 1000 title. It is a great
satisfaction for us to see him in the factory team, and in
light of his extremely convincing season with a private team
in 2020, we hope he can do even better this year. I want to
wish the team and the riders the best of luck for this season
which, given the moment we’re experiencing, won’t be easy
from a logistical point of view. Finally, my thoughts go out
to all the fans: in the first few races, they probably won’t be
able to be with us at the track, and we will certainly miss
them. However, we’re sure that they will follow us from
home, giving us all the warmth and affection that they have
always given us over the years”.
Claudio Domenicali (CEO of Ducati Motor Holding)
“Ducati has been participating in the Superbike World
Championship since its creation in 1988, and excitement is
always high at the start of a new season. The Panigale V4
R is absolutely one of the closest road bikes to a real racing
bike, and the fact that such a high-performance product

NEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWS
is available to all enthusiasts makes us very proud. There
is a strong union with Aruba.it, our long-standing partner,
and a very important technological collaboration that starts
on track and expands into the corporate digital and IT
processes. With this in mind and supported by the talent of
our riders Scott Redding and Michael Rinaldi, who are true
ambassadors of our brand, we look forward to the start of
the 2021 season with optimism”.
Luigi Dall’Igna (General Manager of Ducati Corse)
“The 2020 season has been exciting, and to see both of
our riders fighting for top positions is a source of great
satisfaction and pride for all of Ducati Corse. This year, with
Scott and Michael, I’m sure we’ll be very competitive and
that we’ll be able to take another step forward and further
improve our bikes’ performance. I’m asking the team to give
it their all, as always, and I believe that together we can
achieve extraordinary results”.

Michael Ruben Rinaldi (Aruba.it Racing - Ducati Rider #21)
“In 2020, I got my first WorldSBK win, and it will always be
a beautiful memory. However, the goals are higher now,
and I will work hard to achieve great results with the Aruba.
it Racing - Ducati team. After winning the Superstock 1000
Title with the Aruba Junior team, now it’s like coming home
to my family. Wearing these colors is a great honor, and that
makes me very proud, as I think it makes all the guys in the
team proud because it means that the path we have taken
has been positive. Joining the factory team also means
having all the support from Ducati, the guys on the track
and everyone who works at Borgo Panigale. I want to tell
my team that I’ll do everything I can to make sure they have
fun during the 2021 season, while I want like to ask the fans
to continue to support us even if there will be some difficult
moments because thanks to their warmth, we’ll be able to
overcome them in a big way”.

Scott Redding (Aruba.it Racing - Ducati Rider #45)
“Last season was very exciting for me. The great support I
received from Ducati and the extraordinary bond with the
Aruba.it team were very important and gave me a deep
desire to be competitive and win again. For this reason,
I’ll give my best to make that step that we missed in 2020.
I’m convinced I can do well because last season, I had the
opportunity to gain a lot of experience with the Panigale
V4 R, know new circuits, and understand the format of an
exciting competition like WorldSBK. This will allow me to
start on an equal footing with my competitors in 2021. I want
to thank all the guys in the team who work hard every day.
To the fans, I can say that I will try to entertain them on
track to celebrate together at the end”.

DESMOTO april 2021
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Phillip Island Fun Day

Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit
Monday 19 April 2021 at 7.30am
If Broadford wasn’t enough for you then make sure you
also add the Phillip Island Fun Day into your diary.

Details of services available on the day will be confirmed
shortly.

It will be run under an MV permit as we have done
before so if you do not have a current annual MA licence
you will need to purchase a one event licence. But if you
are planning on doing 4 or more track days throughout
the year it’s worth considering getting yourself an annual
licence to save some more $.

And yes, we’ve put an order in for good weather. If you
remember 2020 (the year that nearly was) the day we
had booked in early May was a perfect day for riding so
we’ve asked for the same again :-)
We will also arrange the usual dinner in Cowes on
Sunday night as a separate event so keep your eyes out
for that one.

Register at https://www.docv.org/event-4131425
What is a fun day and how does it work? Details here https://www.docv.org/how-a-fun-day-works
Member Registration with a Day Licence – $295
If you are a DOCV member and require a once event day licence
Member registration without Day licence – $265
Save some $ on your day if you currently hold a current MA
licence

20

DESMOTO APRIL 2021

Non-Member Registration with a Day Licence – $330
If you are not a DOCV member and require a one event MA day
licence
Non-member registration without Day licence – $305
If you are not a member of the DOCV, and not the guest of a
member, and hold a current MA licence, please use this option.

The 108 Hour Affair…

Impressions of the brand
new Multistrada V4S
Words and images by Peter Kardaras

Prelude:

T

his story begins on the 11th of March when riding
my 2013 Multistrada GT to a doctor’s appointment
I hear my phone ring but let it go to message bank.
“Who the F%^K would it be now?”, I wonder and keep
riding, not willing to disrupt my Zen of motorcycling
in the urban jungle of Melbourne. Once arrived at my
acupuncturist, I see the voice message was from Mel,
as I walk into my appointment (late) I listen to it:
“Hi Pete, how would you like to have a Multistrada V4S
for a week from Ducati Australia? Let me know.”
Before my doubting mind even got to question if this was
a prank call, before I booked my self in for a hearing test,
I listen to it again… texted back quickly and called once
the Chinese medicine specialist was done needling my
backside:

- Don’t stress, I am sure they have taken care of this stuff.
Enjoy your time with it. You can share your thoughts
about it at the General meeting on Tuesday!
- Try to shut me up!

- Hi Mel, am I hearing well?
- Yes, you are, Alana did offer it to me, and I reminded
her that I am too short for it, so I thought you may
enjoy this one?
- Ok. No problem….Thank you….God bless, How
does this work now?
- Andrew from Mornington Ducati will call you once
he has the bike next week.
- Do I need to take out insurance for this in case Mr
Murphy visits?

So with the excitement of a kid getting his new bicycle
delivered, I am counting down the days until I get to ride
the bike I have been thinking about since it was announced
by Claudio Domenicali in that series of videos last October.
The phone call from Andrew comes through, on Tuesday
the 16th
- Hi Mate, the bike is here, I must send through some
forms for you to sign.
- I am not buying it, its just a test ride!
- They are just some indemnity forms, this is a press bike,
you cannot buy it! You can order a new one if you like?
- Nahh man, I just need to ride my bike(s) more. See you
in the morning!

DESMOTO APRIL 2021

21

M u l tistrada

V 4 S test

Wednesday 17/3 10:30am- Two worlds collided...
I wheel out my 1981 Darmah which due to Covid lockdowns
and a bunch of other bikes being ridden during summer,
did not get much road time in the last 12 months. I kicked
it in the guts as my mechanic would say, and it started
straight away. After a quick fuel-stop I was on the way to
Mornington, a good hour away from home. I arrive with the
fanfare of the old bevel with Conti’s barking and park next to
the bike I was going to be picking up.
Once the loan paperwork was signed, I was reminded by
Andrew that NO ONE was to ride this bike apart from me.
“There goes the rental business I was going to set up” my
cynical thought-popped up and we proceeded to download
the two apps required to connect to the bike and walk
outside to check out/ set up the loan bike.

First impressions
It’s big. For someone who has been riding Multistradas of
both First and Second Generations I have witnessed these
bikes becoming bigger each time their shape changes. This
example just became even bigger again. Funnily as the
bikes became bigger, they became easier to manoeuvre
around while not running. Go figure! The example awaiting
also had spoked wheels and Pirelli STR knobby tires, letting
the world know that it means business when it comes to
travelling off road. The panniers seemed smaller than what
I was used to and there is no real storage in front of the
rider when the phone is in the cubby hole, also fitting the
start button, that wakes up the bike is in between the tank
and the handlebars. As I was handed the key I wondered if
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the next generation Multi will even have a mechanical key
or Fob. I do not think it will be hard to control that aspect
of the bike from your phone in the future as it is done with
many cars nowadays, eliminating the need for yet another
device in your pocket. Anyway, that is the ex-locksmith in
me talking…

Set up before you head off – you must!
When I mean setup, I mean understanding how the new
Multistrada connects to your phone and the GPS program.
Andrew from Mornington made this a breeze even though
he mentioned that he was still becoming familiar with every
aspect of the connectivity of the bike. Once I got the hang
of it I realised it was a straightforward exercise. The new
V4 Multi uses Bluetooth and Wi-Fi technology to connect to
your phone, which is kinda neat as we all know how these
can fail individually, but not together. Note, your phone
will have to be on charge- in the USB port in the storage
compartment to accommodate for the battery consumption
of these.

The first few km…. This is easy!!!!
And we are off! Riding away on this new machine felt
smooth…no low gear, low rev shaking or rattling. Am I on a
Ducati? Really? I shift up through the gears and then down
again, testing out a quick shifter. It works, knowing how
hard it is to find neutral on some of my other Ducati’s, this is
kinda cool I say to myself. The suspension feels ok too, not
to hard, not too soft. I have set it on the auto mode- Setup
for later. I also went up though Arthur’s seat to test how the
bike handles with the STR knobby tires on twisty asphalt.
Remarkably well! Nice one Pirelli!

Fuel stop
Having read the reviews on the V4 about increased fuel
consumption I headed back through my favourite suburb,
Oakleigh for a pit stop as all this excitement had made me
and the bike feel famished. I filled the V4S with 95RON fuel,
my gut with the world famous Kalimera Souvos and headed
home to Oak Park (via Healesville) this time
.

Thursday 18/3 – Holding hands strolling through
town
Having tested the Multi out on the freeways the previous
day, I wondered what it would be like to live with in the
city. I had a few errands to run in the Melbourne Metro
area and took the V4 to see how it would behave in and
urban environment as an everyday workhorse. Switched
the engine mode to Urban and off we went into town for the
day.
I was keen to test out how the non V4 behaved in traffic,
specifically the blind spot monitoring and adaptive cruise
control. Having not experienced cruise control on a bike
before and I was surprised on how easy it was to set and
forget. As for the blind spot monitoring the light in your
mirror indicating that you have a vehicle in the adjacent
lane will work all the time, like in your car. I really liked the
extra safety that function provided as it picked up anything
following next to you, making changing lanes even safer,
like an extra set of eyes always watching over you.
The heat from the non-Desmo Granturismo V4 engine was
surprisingly low as I thought that I would be roasting my
thighs while riding around town. The function of shutting
down two out of the four cylinders while stationary in
conjunction with the black wings on the sides of the engine
deflect a lot of heat from the rider, making the bike a breeze
to ride around town.

Mounting curbs with the 19’ front wheeled V4 was easy and
when combined with the ride height that allowed both my
feet (I am 174cm tall) to touch the ground I felt I was riding a
scooter back in Athens! This setup also helped with
The lights of the V4 are unbelievable, I am sure that riding in
night will not be hard for any rider. I also had the integrated
Spotlights on my bike which made things even brighter.
Whilst they are overkill for the city, country road night-time
riders will love the clarity.
I’ve got to spend some time on the new screen/dash. If
I were a manufacturer depending on Ducati designing
another bike that required a GPS, or phone mounts or GPS
holders I would be worried. The integration of the GPS
into the single (adjustable tilt mind you) screen will have
you longing for it on other bikes as well. The phone and
music integration allowed me to switch through music and
screen phone calls all without taking any of my hands of the
handlebars. All the information including vital motorcycling
data you need is just there! I expect this to be mainstream
in a few years on more bikes. Watch and learn competitor
companies!

Friday 19/3 – Twisting...
Friday was the day I had another appointment with the
Chinese needle torture... eee hmm acupuncturist I mean
up in the mountains, so I took the V4 to see how it travelled
in this different setting. Impressive! The fact that after an
hour and a half long session of acupuncture I was able
to ride the V4 up through the Dandenongs with levels of

Video review by Zack Courts

Editor’s note: if you’re only going to watch one video
review of the Multi V4, make it this one. It’s the best.
https://youtu.be/t450T8BGXh8
DESMOTO april 2021
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confidence never seen on my 2013 model shows how much
works has gone into the setup of the bike. Please note. I am
no technical or fast rider by any stretch of the imagination,
some would say that the “chicken fillets” on some of my
motorbike tires rival those of the KFC, but I must hand it to
Ducati. This bike makes riding in twisty settings easy even
for guys like me! Simple as that! Combining the Skyhook
suspension with the flexible engine I found that I did not
have to worry about being in the right gear to carve my way
through the mountain corners. Once I got to the bottom of
the Dandenong ranges, I realised I had so much fun, that
I changed the engine mapping from Touring to Sport and
went up again! And the bike just did it all over again like a
well-trained Dog, without a compliant!

As for the slower stuff? Try going up a slight gradient hill on
your older generation Multistrada in 2nd or 3rd gear under
4K RPM without loosing any tooth fillings, for the V4 it was
a breeze. I will not mention the differences in Ergonomics
between the two generation of bikes.

The rest of the afternoon took me from the Dandenongs
to Yea continuing to enjoy some open highways before
making my way back home. The stability at high speeds is
impressive, ( I have heard) , and one day I may experience
them too..

Monday – The long journey back…

Saturday and Sunday – Back-to-back
Multistradas
The weekend consisted of time around the house and
comparing the two Multistradas in my possession on short
rides around town. While on the V4, you feel that you are
“in” the bike, on the older model I am “on” the bike, while
on the V4 I was protected by the elements to the point
I could open my visor at over 100 elm per hour, I would
only dream of doing that on my 2013 model. The stability
provided by the 19-inch front wheel has made the newer
bike easier to handle on long sweeping bends showing that
the work done on lowering the centre of gravity due to the
V4 can make the bike easier to handle as well.
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In general, it would be unfair to compare the two bikes
over two paragraphs or two pages. But to make a short
comparison I would compare the two generations of bikes
like I would compare mobile phones of the respective Era’s.
In 2010-2013 Blackberry’s (remember them?) were all the
rage. While they were a great phone for its time, I feel that
the latest iteration of the Multistrada is like an iPhone 12
Max. Faster, brighter, better, and easier to use- that’s it!

This motorcycling affair was coming to an end. After four
and a half days, the V4S and I spent our last day together
as I wanted to get the bike back to Mornington early
enough for the team to prepare it for the General meeting
on Tuesday. Andrew, once again took the time to ask me
how I experienced the bike, and he explained a lot of what
I was describing to him, like the ability of the bike to “tip
in” to corners easier because of the counter rotating crank
derived from MotoGP racing, the air deflection that was
designed with Multistrada riders in mind, and the extra
long swingarm making the rear end of the bike feel very
stable, similar to other V4 powered Ducati’s

In summary:

Would I Buy one?

Pros:

In short, Yes, I would. Like Britney Spears, it appears that
Ducati has “done it again” in a good way though. While
redesigning the bike which started 18 years ago as a
Terblanche experiment, the Multistrada evolved into the
first 4 in 1 bike gaining a massive following from traditional
non-Ducati riders. Now our friends in Bologna have just
shifted the goalposts (again), casting a wider net of appeal
with a bike that will become a base to build towards
the next decade. With the introduction of industry first
technology like Radar Cruise control, Blind spot monitoring
and the best in class (IMHO) dash/screen, I can see myself
kissing the 2013 GT goodbye for one of these marvels. As I
did in 2013, I would opt for the “burger with the lot” in this
case also adding spoked wheels and yes, a set of Pirelli
STR tires.

• Smooth V4 Engine!
• The Power
• Rideability in and out of town
• No more windscreen buffeting- ever!
• Ride height customisation
• That screen!
• Blind spot monitoring!

Cons: (Feedback items Luke!)
• Expensive bike with accessory list options ticked. 5K
(RRP) for an exhaust system?
• Fuel consumption/Range: Larger fuel tank coming along
in the future
• Phone storage compartment needs redesigning
• Connecting the bike on start-up – waiting for Wi-Fi to
kick in.

Multistrada V4 Australian ride-away prices
Multistrada V4

Ducati Red

$28,990.00

Multistrada V4 S

Ducati Red

$33,490.00

Multistrada V4 S

Aviator Grey

$33,890.00

Multistrada V4 S

Ducati Red + Spoked wheels

$34,590.00

Multistrada V4 S

Aviator Grey + Spoked wheels

$34,990.00

Multistrada V4 S - Touring

Ducati Red

$35,990.00

Multistrada V4 S - Touring

Aviator Grey

$36,390.00

Multistrada V4 S - Touring

Ducati Red + Spoked wheels

$37,090.00

Multistrada V4 S - Touring

Aviator Grey + Spoked wheels

$37,490.00

Multistrada V4 S - Technology + Touring

Ducati Red

$37,590.00

Multistrada V4 S - Technology + Touring

Aviator Grey

$37,990.00

Multistrada V4 S - Technology + Touring

Ducati Red + Spoked wheels

$38,690.00

Multistrada V4 S - Technology + Touring

Aviator Grey + Spoked wheels

$39,090.00

Multistrada V4 S - Performance

Ducati Red

$35,690.00

Multistrada V4 S - Performance

Aviator Grey

$36,090.00

Multistrada V4 S - Performance

Ducati Red + Spoked wheels

$36,790.00

Multistrada V4 S - Performance

Aviator Grey + Spoked wheels

$37,190.00

Multistrada V4 S - Technology + Touring + Performance

Ducati Red

$39,690.00

Multistrada V4 S - Technology + Touring + Performance

Aviator Grey

$40,090.00

Multistrada V4 S - Technology + Touring + Performance

Ducati Red + Spoked wheels

$40,790.00

Multistrada V4 S - Technology + Touring + Performance

Aviator Grey + Spoked wheels

$41,190.00

Multistrada V4 S - Sport Performance

Livery

$36,790.00

Multistrada V4 S - Sport Performance

Livery + Spoked wheels

$37,890.00

Multistrada V4 S - Sport Technology + Touring + Performance

Livery

$40,690.00

Multistrada V4 S - Sport Technology + Touring + Performance

Livery + Spoked wheels

$41,790.00
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Mini Turismo – Day 1
Words by Rob Cornish,
Images by Matthias Siegel & Rob Cornish
Quick stop at a scenic lookout.

Saturday morning briefing.

Preparing to head off.

T

there was a friendly recognition there that neither of us has
much hair, so I suppose that meant I had more headspace
to remember the trip.

he alarm promptly woke me at around 5am on the day
of my debut ride with the DOCV, the ride being the
Mini Turismo of 2021 heading to Dargo and surrounds.
It was with much excitement I jumped out of bed, already
adorned in the majority of my riding gear to save time in
getting ready, well that and I can’t think straight at that
hour, so I pre-dressed so as to not forget anything. The
night before I had packed up the ST3 and made sure she
was polished, ready for the journey of the next few days.
We were to meet at Pakenham Maccas so with too much
caffeine in my system I fired up the girl (apologising to the
neighbours as I idled her to warming temp) and headed
off to join the crowd. I arrived with a number of bikes
already there and was surprised to find I didn’t even need
to introduce myself, that was taken care of by Joe who
promptly recognised me as the newbie and proceeded to
introduce me to the crowd.. shortly after I found myself part
of the briefing and being nominated by Armando to do the
write-up for day three of our adventure (more on that later)..
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Now, we headed off and while I did stuff up my first turn
at being an indicator bike (saved by Nathan), I did quickly
learn the ropes and managed to get the rest of them right.
The leader, I was later to learn, was Goat Track Glenn,
and we headed the backroads (doing loops and twisties)
through Garfield, Labertouche, and Jindivick to end up at
Neerim South for morning tea. I was starting to see why
he was called Goat Track Glenn. The only problem of the
morning was Nathan blowing a fuse on his ST4 and slowly
pulling up to the side of the road to take a rest and assess
the situation. He fixed it and joined us later, but I still felt
bad that I had kept riding not being aware of what had
happened. Tail end Charlie rounded him up so all was not
lost. The group took over a little café at the top of the hill
in Neerim South for coffee and cake and once loaded up

Morning tea at Neerim South, to collect George, John and Caroline.
Little bit of damage, it’ll buff out.

ST3 taking a nap.

we all took off again for the next leg. Winding our way
eastwards then south we travelled some awesome roads
down towards Yarragon which I very much enjoyed, I’m
not as quick as some but the roads were a combination of
sweepers and twisties that got the heart pumping through
some great scenery. We crossed the highway and went into
the hills on the way to Churchill for our lunch stop.. some
more great country roads… though they were to prove my
undoing.
Now I’ve never really understood the term “failed to
negotiate a corner”. I mean, how do you “negotiate” with
a corner, what?.. do you start up a conversation with it
and say “look if you let me go round I’ll make sure you are
looked after by the council”?.. No, you can’t negotiate with
a corner cause it’s an inanimate object, it can’t talk, and
it’s certainly not going to move for you even if you could
strike up a conversation. Pure and simple though, I failed to
negotiate one and ended up having a little lie down on the

Rob with improvised sling.

embankment…That’s what happens when you high-side a
pristine ST3.. or any bike for that matter. After I extracted
myself from the fence and with the help of Orlando, Rachael
and Armando, we managed to get the bike back upright
and onto the road for a test ride (thanks Orlando) and a
quick look over, it appeared all cosmetic and I thought I was
in reasonable shape to continue on.. at least until lunch.
My pride at the time was more hurt than the rest of me so
bugger it, soldier on I say, if I can ride, I’ll just suck it up and
keep going.
We hit the lunch stop at the Churchill hotel and everyone
fuelled up with a great array of food, the meals were huge
so no-one was left hungry. Everyone was concerned about
my bike and myself but offered up comfort in making sure I
was ok, telling me not to worry about the bike as insurance
would sort it., and letting me know that it can happen to
anyone. I decided then and there I was going to continue
on, even though its harder than you think to ride without
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Waiting for news after Rob’s accident.

Arrived in Dargo for the first night.

a right hand wing mirror.. and a shoulder that’s telling you
you’re gonna need some pain killers.
Anyways, we headed off following Goat Track Glenn once
again and after a brief fuel stop made our way through Loy
Yang, re-joining the highway at Flynn for a short stint to
Rosedale before heading to Heyfield (I think.. at this stage
I was lost and just following the crowd.. never been in this
neck of the woods before). Again, the roads were awesome
and everyone was having a blast, it certainly was a tour of
Victoria I was on and the group has the follow the leader
process down pat so there was no chance of being left
behind. Now I’m pretty sure we went through Stratford for
a fuel stop prior to making our way towards the Dargo High
Plains road, but I couldn’t be sure. I was enjoying myself a
bit too much didn’t pay too much attention to town names.,
the roads though!!.. we are certainly blessed to live where
we do, and to have a tour guide, well that is even better.
The last stretch of road was just as good as the rest, I was
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Dinner at the Dargo Hotel.

a little slower at this point but I still enjoyed it and as we
trundled into Dargo I couldn’t help but think.. “I can’t wait
for a beer…”
Turns out that was my riding done for the remainder of
the trip so instead of day three.. I am writing up day one.,
but the compassion of the mob didn’t end there, everyone
helped, from pain killers and arm slings (you’re a legend
Kathy), helping carry my plates of food, getting me to
hospital and back home (and yes, Sharon stopped at all
the stop signs), and looking after my beloved ST3, even
transporting her back to Mornington Ducati (big shout out
to John Phelan for his help) to start the repair process..
I’ve worked out DOCV is a family … and when you’re part
of a family you’re looked after in every sense of the word.
It was .. and will remain … one of the best family outings I
have ever had.

Mini Turismo – Day 2

Bruthen pub.

Words & images by Kathy Hodge

Art in our dining room.

Departure with our reliable TEC Armando.

M

ost of the group grabbed a coffee and breakfast of
egg and bacon rolls from the Dargo general store
before gathering out the front of The Dargo Pub in
readiness for departure time.
I wandered over to the back of the Dargo pub after my
coffee to look at the campsite. The paddock was full of
FWDs, swags and tents. I have never seen it so packed. No
wonder the pub did 350 meals the night before.
Guessing it was due to the long Labour day weekend and
everyone keen to escape to the bush, before another
lockdown.
We were heading for a tour around the small township
of Metung and then off to Bruthen for lunch at the pub.
Weather forecast was excellent for riding.
Gavin sat behind me on his KTM on the way out of Dargo
and offered me coaching via our intercoms headsets. I
accepted as I was keen to learn and in the right frame of

Kathy, Gavin and Glenn.

mind. i.e Slept fairly well, hadn’t drank too much alcohol the
night before and hadn’t stayed up too late.
He pushes me out of my comfort zone and instructs me
when to start dialling on the throttle and to look around the
corner as far as I can see. He also tells me to not back off
so much coming into a corner but often I can’t help it with
that little bit of fear kicking in.
We arrived at a toilet stop at Bairnsdale and could see a
BBQ with lots of marinated chicken skewers cooking and
thought Wow, Glenn has organised a surprise morning tea.
But no joy. Just a toilet stop.
At the Bruthen pub, Steve and Sue Frew arrived to join us
for lunch which was a nice surprise.
I would recommend the Bruthen Pub for meals. The building
is deceptive from the outside because on the inside, its
much more interesting. There is local artist’s works for sale
including wood works.
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Bruthen pub dining room.

Dinner at Dargo pub.
George, Glenn, Jen and Sharon.

Art for sale at Bruthen pub.

Gavin missing Andrew Doyle for
the famous bus stop photo.

You can see Armando’s new BMW.

There is large outdoor uncover balcony. We got a private
dining room with some interesting items. Food was great
with good range of choices on menu.
We headed back to Dargo via Beverley road for some more
fun times. Beverley and The Dargo road were in excellent
condition, clean and only a few areas of loose gravel.
Dinner was again at The Dargo pub but they had it limited to
200 meals with bookings required. This meant we wouldn’t
be asked to leave as soon as we finished our meals and
could stay for the highlight of the night, the annual DOCV
quiz by Glenn and Jen.
We learnt about Cobalt. How old Jane Bunn is and where
she was born.
We learnt what a group of wombats is called and the
average life span of a pet gold fish.
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The winner of the quiz was Gavin and John Lyon. ( I think).
They both got a specially designed COVID mask.
Rob Cornish had returned from Bairnsdale Hospital and
his checkup post small off the day before. He joined us for
dinner and the Quiz. Thanks to Sharon Rappold for taking
Rob to and from the hospital. Rob seemed in good spirits
besides being annoyed at himself for damaging his lovely,
in excellent nick, low kms ST and also himself, which the
hospital drugs were kicking in to ease his pain.

Mini Turismo – Day 3
Words by Nathan Scanlon,
Images by Matthias Siegel

Group photo before leaving.

D

ay 3 saw us wake to a damp morning in Dargo.
Thankfully the rain had fallen in the early hours and
had stopped for the ride out the Dargo road. Flavio
had almost put the mozz on us, by announcing on Sunday
afternoon “that it always rains on the final day of the Dargo
ride”. Chris Hodge, being a local and I had offered that the
annual Dargo ride is in November and that was a higher
rainfall month. This was after all the Mini
Turismo, with destination Dargo in March,
so hopefully we would be spared. Early
morning rain and slightly damp roads was a
good compromise…

up a few had started to travel closer to the speed limit, and
less time looking at the farms and smelling the silage. The
surprise came in an unexpected channel crossing that had
a deceptive hump. The ST4’s was not the only bike to get
some air! Gav mentioned that Kathy had been heard on the
intercom squealing in delight/fear…

The riding on day 3 was enjoyable. We
headed off about 9.30am after the mandatory
group photo out front of the Pub. The group
had reduced in size a bit from day 1 & 2, with
some riders having left early, one rider in a
support vehicle and no day riders joining.
The group moved swiftly with minimal time
corner marking. Armando did a sterling job
once again, as tail end Charlie on his new
1250 GS 40th Anniversary special.
The morning’s excitement for some came on
one of the Cowwarr Rd’s. We had become
slightly spread out, so in an effort to bunch

Preparing to leave Dargo.
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Bit of overnight rain on day 3.

Regrouping before Beverleys Rd.

Lunch stop at Boolarra before visiting the fish farm.

We headed to lunch at Boolarra Hotel after a fuel stop at
Morwell, where a few more members needed to head for
home. We were now about 7 bikes. Light rain began to fall
as we rode to the Hotel.
After lunch we headed into Mount Worth on the Grand
Ridge Rd. The small group moved well, given the damp
conditions. Glenn did a great job planning and leading
the ride and the quiz on Sunday night. A big thank to him
and Jen for another great weekend ride. The ride ended
at Nar Nar Goon at about 4.30pm. Those of us headed to
Melbourne or beyond, then had to deal with the heavy
traffic post long weekend. I was feeling for our Editor as he
faced the long trip back to the Geelong area.

It was fantastic to spend a long weekend back on the bike. I
had not ridden since the Mini Turismo weekend in 2020, due
to covid and all the implications and restrictions. Not only
was the bike and the riding and the roads enjoyable, but it
was great to be back in the company of so many wonderful
fellow DOCV members. This was well highlighted by the
way Rob was cared for, after his unfortunate off from his
very tidy ST3. Rob finished the ride in Dargo on Saturday to
find that both he and the bike needed some R&R. Sharron
Rappold was particularly fantastic in encouraging Rob
to stay the weekend and offering transport and medical/
logistic support. All members showed great concern and
care and eagerly offered support, help and advice. I hope to
see Rob back on a ride in the coming months.
See you all on a ride soon.
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Broadford Fun Day
Words and images by Melanie Reynolds

W

e kicked off our Fun Day season with the long awaited
return to Broadford. We have had 3 scheduled days
cancelled at Broadford, firstly in 2019 because they
brough forward the resurfacing works, then the first COVID
lockdown, then the second COVID lockdown so those of us
who love Broadford were very excited to get back there.
The weather forecast wasn’t looking great for the day but that
wasn’t due to hit until the afternoon we were assured by the
marshals. And they were right. We had a great morning with
everyone getting out and back up to speed with being on a race
track again after quite some time off, especially if you hadn’t
been to PI in November! We had some first time fun dayers
as well and they are coming back to PI so it must have been a
great day for them too

We managed to get a session in after lunch before the wind
started to pick up and the skies turned rather bleak. We held
off on starting the next session just to see what it was going
to do and then the heavens opened so we called it a day. By
then, most people had had enough, given we are all a little out
of practice, and were ready to head home for a well deserved
beverage.
And we even had the return of a pillion session for the first time
in a long with a few lucky pillions taking a few laps around the
track.
A big thanks to Brendan, Rachael and Orlando for helping to
run the day even though they weren’t riding, and to Peter for
dropping by with his future Ducatista.
Those of us who did ride had a great day, but numbers were
down. This means that the day
overall made a loss and that
we will likely not be booking
another Broadford day for 2022.
From a cash flow perspective
the club is ok because we
did have several credits with
Broadford after all of the
previous cancellations, but
unless we get enough numbers
to cover the costs of these days
we are not going to be able to
run these going forward. So, if
you want to keep the Fun Days
going please register and come
along! And bring your mates!
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Armando’s Gourmet Mystery Overnighter – Day 1
Words and images by Flavio Zamparo

A

rriving at the arranged meeting point, I was full of
anticipation and looking forward to a great ride. The
weather was fine although windy and Glenn never
fails to surprise with his well-researched and varied routes.
Unfortunately, it’s hard to get started when the leader is
nowhere to be seen and the 9:00 morning start became 9:30.
Even an ex-ski instructor knows the importance of being on
time 😊
Glenn served up his usual fare of different roads. Lots of
meandering roads, corner marking and a few unexpected
road conditions (i.e. sudden gravel). Riding through the
Strzelecki Ranges was magnificent. Lunch was at Yinnar –
excellent steak sandwich.
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The mystery destination was Meeniyan, a great little town.
The ‘gourmet’ element of the trip didn’t eventuate. Gourmet
pizza restaurant, Trulli’s, wanted a $500 non-refundable
deposit to pre-book but turns out the place was closed
anyway. So the usual satisfying pub meal was our fall back.
The meal was followed by Glenn’s obligatory Trivia session
which once again proved to be quirky in its randomness.
Congrats to all the winners.
Thanks to Glenn and Armando and all the members for a
great weekend and a very happy birthday to Rachael.

Armando’s Gourmet Mystery Overnighter – Day 1
Words by Therese Kupper, Images by Kathy Hodge and Glenn Loechel

I

t was a bit of an overcast morning with the threat of
rain looming in the sky as we arrived at our designated
assembly point, The Butler’s Pantry in Rowville. Where
were we going, I wondered? Unfortunately I’m not all that
good at not knowing where I’m going, it’s the Swiss in me,
much to Grant’s dismay! So anyway, after the usual briefing
we were on our way, with not a clue as to where we were
going. It didn’t matter we all knew that the weekend was
bound to be filled with with twisty roads, sweeping bends
and most probably challenging weather conditions, we
were all up for it!

with couple of dead wombats thrown in the mix. Oh and
there was the a little incident, of a ute doing a u-turn (failing
to look) in front of Paul’s Panigale, a bit of a tense moment
for Paul!

Our first stop was Longwarry for morning tea, which was
a welcomed pit stop, for some great coffee. After a short
break be pushed on, as the riding conditions became a little
challenging, it started to get a tad windy, keeping us all on
our toes.

Our Motel was located next door to the pub, just short stroll
away. We had a lovely evening as we all relaxed with a few
drinks and enjoyed our dinner. The highlight of the evening
was probably the trivia questions, compiled by Jen, Glenn’s
lovely wife. Everyone joined in with John showing off his
knowledge, Gav coming a very close second.

As we wound our way around Kardinia Reservoir Park I
assure you there is no lack of water, the reservoir is full!
After battling with the windy conditions along some very
awesome twisty roads we ended up at the Yinnar pub for
lunch. The meals that were placed on the table in front of
us we absolutely massive. One meal was enough to feed a
small village !!! We shared a steak sandwich and it was too
much for the two of us.

After a full days riding we ended up in Meeniyan for the
night. There was ample parking and we conveniently
parked our bikes right in front of our rooms. We all made
our way to our rooms. On pulling back the sheets in his bed,
Armando discovered an unwelcomed visitor in his bed,
a spider the size of a entrée plate!!! OK, perhaps a little
smaller, but it was big. We all checked our beds after that.

As we headed off after lunch, hoping
to burn off our massive lunches,
the wind seemed to have become
stronger, making for some challenging
and exciting riding along the way.
We twisted our way through parts of
Gippsland I wasn’t at all familiar with.
Hat off to you, Glenn for mapping the
ride, how on earth did you find these
roads? Another great aspect of our
ride was the fact that the roads were
relatively quiet and we were left to
our own to challenge our riding skills.
Nailing the straights and the bends,
always within the speed limits and
being safety conscious of course!
Me slapping Grant on the back,
encouraging him to test the Multi’s
abilities and yes, you guessed it, it
never failed to disappoint! Everyone
else had as much fun as we did
challenging their bikes in conditions
that included wet roads, covered
in debris, including pinecones, pine
needles, entire tree branches and
DESMOTO april 2021
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Armando’s Gourmet Mystery Overnighter – Day 2
Words by Therese Kupper, Images by Kathy & Gavin Hodge

S

unday morning started with breakfast at Moo’s. What
a great start to the day, breakfast was fantastic. If
you’re ever in Meeniyan you should pop in, you won’t
be disappointed. Unfortunately the weather wasn’t on our
side, it was still windy and it started to drizzle not that it was
a deterrent for us hardened bikers, we pressed on.
I was absolutely amazed by the scenery we encountered
riding through the Tarra Bulga National Park. Just stunning!
this would have to have been one of the very few times I
was happy to be the pillion and not the pilot, as I was able
to admire the scenery.
We stopped shortly before Wonyip, to don our wet weather
gear. I was keen to try out my newly acquired Hurricane
suit. Special shout out to everyone who assisted in packing
me into my suit. Luckily for me Kathy possess special skills
with jammed zippers.
We took the opportunity to take a group photo in Wonyip
reserve, a few of the group watered the forest, even though
it was probably wet enough.
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Next we trailed our way to the lookout, all except the sports
bikes as the track leading up to the lookout was more suited
to goats, Gav’s KTM and the multis. Gav looking just like
John Wayne on his beastly KTM. Amazing views! It was
well worth the climb.
After a memorable stop for lunch at the café in the Tarra
Bulga Guest House. (where Grant was conned into buying
a share of a protein powder company, or so I thought but it
was only a very expensive packet of protein powder!) We
proceeded to head back towards Pakenham.
Stopping for fuel allowed Glenn to remove the unfortunate
magpie that was lodged in his bike after colliding with the
bike earlier on.
A big thank you to Glenn for organising and leading the ride
and also to Amando for TEC duties and for all the rest of the
riders and crew for their company. Thank you all, it was a
truly magnificent weekend. Can’t wait to do it all again.

Magpie in Glenn’s bike.

Glenn with magpie.
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March General Meeting
Words by Melanie Reynolds, Images by Matthias Siegel

Alana Baratto with an update on Ducati’s plans.

F

or March our General Meeting we took on the road.
Big thanks to John and Andrew from Mornington
Ducati for hosting us again. And this year we didn’t go
into lockdown right after the meeting like we did last year!
Several members were spied picking up a bargain while we
were there (me included – thanks for the kids
t-shirt
) and it was great to catch up with some people
we haven’t seen literally since the same meeting last year.
It was really good to see quite a few new members coming
along too, welcome guys and hope we see you on a ride
soon too.

head about this bike but there was nothing he didn’t know!
This is an awesome looking bike, if only I had longer legs!
And for those of you who follow Instagram and Facebook
you will have seen that Ducati announced earlier this year
Emma Notorfrancesco as their newest ambassador. As a
Melbourne based Ducatista we also presented Emma with
a club membership and she hopes to get out on some rides
with us once she gets her Monster back and to be involved
in other club events when she can.

We were also joined by Alana Baratto and Luke
van den Borst from Ducati ANZ. Alana gave
us an update on all the things that Ducati are
working on for this year, after last year was a
somewhat challenging year to organise any
events. More detail will be coming on events
such as DRE, pre prepared ride routes and
other events similar to you may have seen in
Europe.
Luke introduced us to the new Multi V4s and all
the bells and whistles. He took us through all
the details from the key design elements to the
electronics to the mechanical updates. I have
no idea how he had so much information in his
40
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Luke explaining all the features of the new Multi.

Mel with Emma
Notarfrancesco.

Michelin man and Emma.

Group photo at the end.

Your committee hard
at work networking.
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Streetfighter
V4S Stealth
Mini review
Early impressions
– a tale of percentages
By George Rappold

T

hese are My impressions, I am no expert or a gun
rider, so some of you may think I’m talking sh*t, that’s
ok, I am more relaxed about things these days, as I am
also an “old man” (Matthias). My previous bike was a 2017
BMW S1000R, I thought it was a very powerful, lightweight,
great handling, powerful braking, nimble “Super Naked”
bike, and it was all of these things, the electronic suite was
ok, a bit agricultural not very adjustable. It wasn’t super
stable on long fast sweepers, I put this down to quick
steering and wide bars.
I had expressed an interest in the new streetfighter with
Andrew at Mornington Motorcycles & PWC’s early on,
as I had followed all the rumours, spy shots etc. Then the
bike and pricing and release dates were announced I told
Andrew that would wait a while, I think we were on the 2020
Tiger Hunt at the time. Then the world changed. Any way I
received a call from Andrew in December, He said that he

had some Streetfighters including a demo, how could I not
go and have a look, and quick spin on the non-S demo. My
only concern was seat height. Long story short, He had a
spare Stealth that I could have if I wanted it, So I ordered a
Streetfighter V4S Stealth, with the lower seat, and picked
it up within a 2 week period, I believe some people waited
nearly a year. (Joe) I also get to be a full member of DCOV
again. Picked it up in the week before Xmas and then went
away on holidays for a few weeks.
Did the Run-in, 1000km as per the book, first service
complete, increasing the revs, as per the book until 2500km.
Have now completed more than 4000km. What a bike, pulls
strong from 6000 to around 10000, then in really gets going.
It feels unfussed and relaxed, but in reality, it is deceptively
quick. If you belt it through a few gears, the front never
feels light, (The BMW front was very floaty when doing this)
must be the reverse rotating crankshaft.
I need to recalibrate my brain, when pushing on a twisty
road, (even one I know well) on more than one occasion, I
have arrived at the next corner, way earlier than expected,
having not braked or changed gears. However, it/I/We
manage to get around the corner ok. It seems to Me that
I can push the front a lot more than I used to, there is so
much feel. The Pirelli tyres may help here. The standard
tyres are “Diablo Rosso Corsa 2” I have been using
“Michelins” for a good while now and have been very
happy with them, I was concerned about the wet road
performance, I need not have worried these are the best
all-around tyres I have had on a bike.(Andrew Doyle) The
rears are 200/60, not a lot of choice in that size, though I
note Pirelli now have a “Diablo Rosso 4” available in this
size, they may last a little longer. It also is very stable on
long sweepers, whilst losing nothing in the very tight stuff.
The bike is a couple of inches longer than the BMW in
wheelbase.
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Ducati have done a great job with this bike. The geometry
seems to be perfect in all situations, brakes are amazing
smooth but so powerful. Electronics suite is very
comprehensive and easy to tune, electronic suspension
works well, and the adjustability is mind blowing. Also mind
blowing is fuel consumption, more than 8l per 100km, at
this stage, ran out of fuel once already at 192.3km. I used
to think Panagale owners were exaggerating about their
range.
Oh yeah percentages, compared to S1000R. figures are
estimates, no correspondence will be entered into.

Alexandra Midweek Ride

Price........................................ +50%
Power..................................... +25%
Weight.................................... Same
Fuel consumption................. +35%
Tyre life................................... -27%

Summary
Am I happy with the bike?

100%

– Wednesday 24 March

Words by Geoff Salmon, Image by John Willis

A

poor weather forecast saw registrations drop from 12
to 3 in the 36 hour lead-up. Apology texts were even
coming from people who hadn’t registered at all.
At least there was an upside in the “Cancel Registration”
function being used.
Our quorum of 3 decided to stick to the plan in anticipation
of better conditions after Marysville. Light drizzle quickly
became rain, necessitating wardrobe adjustments as early
as the Shell servo on the hill after Butler’s Pantry. Wet
conditions persisted but we found a subdued yet enjoyable
rhythm as traffic dissipated near Gembrook.

RIDE LIST
Mike Robinson – Monster S4RS
Geoff Salmon – ST4s
John Willis – New Kawasaki 1400 beast

Another rainy patch at Warburton may be the reason we
missed an alleged sign advising closure of the Reefton Spur
Road. What we did see was a sign saying the Upper Yarra
Dam Road was closed, inferring the through road to Lake
Mountain/ Woods Point was open. A check of VicRoads
website the night before had been equally obscure.
Annoyance was restrained when a polite lollipop girl, of
the traffic management variety, turned us back the 21 km
to Warburton. To add insult to injury our re-trace was in
the spray of a “wide load” vehicle that steadfastly refused
any opportunity to allow following vehicles to pass. After
a pleasant and talkative recovery at Warburton Bakery we
decided to ride to Healesville and split from there.
Despite traffic to and from, wet roads and even wet rain, I
find the outing and camaraderie still makes it worthwhile.
Careless/lazy Vicroads or contractor signage – not so
much.

Drying wet gear after
returning home.
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Your DOCV Committee – who to contact if you need help or advice:
President

Mel Reynolds
All club matters
pres@docv.org

Vice President/
membership

Secretary

Rachael Alexander
Peter Kardaras
Evan Rubenstein
Membership,
Meeting minutes, Payments, accounts
Stands in for Pres official documents
and advertising
vicepres@docv.org

sec@docv.org

i
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d

Have you any bikes, parts
or accessories to sell?
Send ads to editor@docv.org

The mystery club identity is of course:
Oliver Barrett
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Treasurer
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treas@docv.org

Club Captain

Desmoto Editor

Joe Ruspandini
Rides and
Fun Days

Matthias Siegel

captain@docv.org

editor@docv.org

Desmoto

Spares /
Club Permits

Daryl Grant
Spares, tools
and advice
spares@docv.org

DUCATI OWNERS CLUB
V I C TOR IA

BECOME A MEMBER
AND ENJOY THE BENEFITS:

• Social interaction with other Ducati owners
• Organised rides on Victoria’s more interesting roads
• S
 ervice days, maintenance/repair/tuning,
advice from other owners
• Track days at the Phillip Island GP circuit
• Monthly club magazine (Desmoto)
• D
 iscounts from a range of motorcycle
and accessory retailers
• Invitations to selected Ducati product launches
More Info: www.docv.org

DESMOTO april 2021
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docv

events

DOCV EVENTS

Changes to details and new events may be added
after Desmoto goes to press, so please check
www.docv.org and the DOCV Facebook page for the
latest info before the event.
Please check the docv.org website for any registration
requirements – some rides require registration to
ensure adequate catering for meals, etc.
All rides leave on time. Arrive at least 30 minutes
earlier for a coffee with a full tank. Thanks!

18 Apr 2021

20 Apr 2021

Garry’s Red Plate Ride - Ridem Don’t Hide Them

April General Meeting

https://www.docv.org/event-4156311
Note: date changed, was previously scheduled for 11th
Get those Red Plate classics out, Ride-em Dont Hide Them
Details to come but will be an easy day out through the hills
stopping for Lunch at Noojee
All other details TBA

https://www.docv.org/event-4122768
This is a limited capacity event.
General Meetings are back! That’s right, we are back to
meeting in person at the Manningham.
Meetings kick off at 8pm but you are welcome to come earlier
to enjoy a meal with other club members and catch up before
the official activities commence.
We will also try to keep the GoogleMeet option going if we
can work out the technology. Just click this link to access the
meeting and it should open in your preferred web browser.
https://meet.google.com/wcg-dpec-svj

19 Apr 2021

Phillip Island Fun Day
https://www.docv.org/event-4131425
This is a limited capacity event.
If Broadford wasn’t enough for you then make sure you also
add the Phillip Island Fun Day into your diary.
Early Bird pricing will be available for the first 3 weeks before
prices go up again so jump on early to save yourself some $.
It will be run under an MV permit as we have done before so if
you do not have a current annual MA licence you will need to
purchase a one event licence. But if you are planning on doing
4 or more track days throughout the year it’s worth considering
getting yourself an annual licence to save some more $.
Details of services available on the day will be confirmed
shortly.
And yes, we’ve put an order in for good weather. If you
remember 2020 (the year that nearly was) the day we had
booked in early May was a perfect day for riding so we’ve
asked for the same again :-)
We will also arrange the usual dinner in Cowes on Sunday
night as a separate event so keep your eyes out for that one.
Early Bird Member registration with Day licence – $260
Early Bird Member registration without Day licence – $230
Early Bird Non-member registration with Day licence – $275
Early Bird Non-member registration without Day licence – $270
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21 Apr 2021

L2’s to Inline 4 - Midweek: Take Bloody 3!
https://www.docv.org/event-4143090
Update - it is now a case of Take 4. Sadly, Inline 4 Cafe has
closed its doors at Cape Woolamai. Our day will proceed with
the same format however a new San Remo or Kilcunda venue
will be chosen closer to the time when there is a better idea
of weather.
Join us on a round-a-bout route to Woolamai for lunch at
Inline 4 Cafe. The format is an extended morning of riding via
Powelltown, Neerim and Loch. Lunch is lateish but we’ll have a
decent smoko midway.
Homeward return is direct by highway for Melbourne people,
more of the same for Gippsland members. Psyche yourself for
240 km between Rowville and Woolamai.
Suited to all levels of rider (on singles, V4’s or ring-in marques
of non-L2 configuration).
Enquiries: Geoff 0408 533152 or gsalmon@bigpond.net.au

2 May 2021

18 May 2021

New Members/Introductory Ride

May General Meeting

https://www.docv.org/event-4224204
The DOCV is very much a riding club, so if you’re a new
member or a member that has not yet been on a club ride, this
ride is for you.
Your first ride with the club can be a bit intimidating. After all
you don’t know anyone and you don’t know what to expect. So
this ride is designed to ease you into club rides and get you
started. It’s classified as an “Easy Ride”. It’s a bit shorter than
the typical club ride, has a few corners, and includes all of the
club ride essentials:
• Some great Victorian riding roads
• Lunch at a reasonably priced but good venue
• The camaraderie and shared experience of a group activity
The ride departs from The Butlers Panty at 9.30 am and takes
us through to Noojee for lunch via Drouin and Willow Grove.
The ride finishes at Woori Yallock. Total distance of 205km (~3
hours of riding) plus your commutes.
Plan your commute to the Butlers Pantry to arrive no later
than 9 am, as we have various formalities to cover-off before
we depart. Usually before a ride, we like to have a coffee,
introduce ourselves to one another and have a bit of a chat.
So most will tend to come at least 45 minutes before departure
time.
There will be a fuel stop but as with all rides, you need to have
a full tank at the start.
A fun route with nothing too challenging at a relaxed pace.
Important: please take the time to acquaint yourselves with
the club’s riding protocols and etiquette. Your booking and
participation in the ride will assume you have and requires it.
Enquiries: Evan 0418 418141 or evan3161@gmail.com

https://www.docv.org/event-4153518
This is a limited capacity event.
General Meetings are back! That’s right, we are back to
meeting in person at the Manningham.
Meetings kick off at 8pm but you are welcome to come earlier
to enjoy a meal with other club members and catch up before
the official activities commence.

9 MAY 2021

DOG Ride ( Dirty Oliver & Glenn)
https://www.docv.org/event-4172701
Update: date change, it used to be on 25th April.
Getting Down And Dirty With Glenn & Oliver
Departing from The Butlers Pantry Rowville.
The roads will be normal car/motorcycle use unsealed,
interspersed with transit sealed sections.
If you decide along the way that you have had enough of the
unsealed, there will be sealed alternatives.
Suitable for all types who don’t mind the back end sliding and
the front end shaking.
16 May 2021

19 May 2021

Midweek Placeholder
https://www.docv.org/event-4143112
A short to moderate day starting from Diamond Creek and
involving lunch at either Yea or Seymour.
Detail to follow.
12-13 Jun 2021

Brass Monkey Ride
https://www.docv.org/event-4151219
This is a limited capacity event.
In search for Polar Bears along the Great Ocean Road,
guaranteed to be cold and more than likely wet Typical Brass
Monkey Stuff.
1 Night Stay in Port Campbell allowing everyone to defrost
themselves at home on the Monday
Only a mere 510km weekend away plus commute so not
massive days suitable for everyone.
Meeting point will be the McDonalds, Maltby Bypass at 9.30am
Couples Registration (Per Person) – $95.00
Queen Rooms Price is per person total price $190 per couple
Single Registration – $120.00
Share accommodation with separate bedroom per person
15 Jun 2021

Annual General Meeting
https://www.docv.org/event-4054672
This is a limited capacity event.
The General Meeting will also host our Annual General
Meeting where committee positions are up for grabs.
Positions available at the 2021 AGM are:
• President
• Club Captain
• Secretary
• Spares

Kathy Hodge Lets Lunch
https://www.docv.org/event-4212248
Lets go to Lunch Social event
Ride if you Wish or just meetup for a Social Gathering and
Lunch at Neerim South Hotel
This is limited to 30 Members and guests

Keep checking DOCV.ORG
for new events!
DESMOTO APRIL 2021
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DUCATI OWNERS CLUB VICTORIA
Riding Etiquette
1. Ride Your Own Ride/Pace:

2. Petrol:

The DOCV has riders of many differing skill levels as we
have no minimum standard of skill required to join (other
than a valid motorcycle license).

When meeting in the morning for a ride, you are expected
to have a FULL tank of petrol. If one fills up at a servo, we all
fill up. Use the lead rider as a guide.

Do not try and follow someone who is riding above YOUR
comfortable pace as you may not be able to react to an
emergency situation as well as they can. If you are pushing
your limits trying to keep up, you are more likely to come to
grief and possibly hurt others. The club would rather wait
for you than you have an accident.
Know your own limits and ride to them!

3. Corner Marking:
Firstly, the ‘Lead’ rider and ‘Tail End Charlie’ (TEC) rider/s,
plus any variation to the standard corner making system,
are discussed at the riders briefing in the morning. So pay
attention!
Upon approaching an intersection or turn-off that moves
away from the current route, the lead rider signals to the
second rider in the group to stop and wait with their bike
clearly pointing in the new direction. Only once all other
riders have passed and the TEC arrives may the corner
marker move on and so on and so on.
If something needs to be communicated to a corner marker,
pull over and TELL them. You NEVER leave the corner till the
TEC comes through and the TEC does not pass anyone.
If you pull up at a T intersection and no one is there, STOP.
It is easier to phone someone rather than trying to find
someone heading in the wrong direction.
When on a big ride with lots of turn-off’s the leader rider
may pull over to regroup. If he stays on the bike, helmet
and gloves on, do the same. It usually means that we’ll be
continuing shortly.

5. Formation:
Formation is mostly used in transit sections and is the way
everyone rides staggered on alternate sides within a lane,
one bike in the right hand wheel track, the other, behind and
in the left hand wheel track and so on. For safety, as the
speeds rise, so should the gap between riders.
DO NOT ride side by side in the same lane. Keep to your
side of the road. Do not move to the other side of the road
before a corner (even on unmarked roads), it can lead to
accidents from vehicles coming the other way or from
someone overtaking you.
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4. Overtaking:
Riding in a group can be heaps of fun, but it’s also important
to remember those around for you. All we ask is that you
have consideration for the whole group when riding. If a
rider has caught up to you in a twisty section and they have
their indicator on they are asking nicely to overtake you,
so help them out, move to the left of your lane (if safe to
do so) and kick them through. They are most likely quicker
and would rather not overtake you in a dangerous spot/
manner. And do not race them to the next corner, this is
very dangerous and will not be tolerated.
BE PATIENT when you catch up to another rider, especially
as they will most likely be letting you through momentarily.
Most reckless overtaking moves happen because someone
is rushing or trying to keep up.
Most importantly, NEVER overtake on the left of someone in
a single lane, only overtake on the right. When overtaking
someone within the group don’t cut back immediately (if
possible) and spray them with stones from the centre of the
road. Avoid overtaking other bikes within the group at high
speed. They often don’t see you coming and it frightens the
crap out of them. When passing cars try to avoid overtaking
as a group. The lead rider may judge their ‘overtake’ so that
they can pass safely, but it may leave you hung out to dry on
the wrong side of the road.

6. New members:
For your first ride, the easiest place to start the day is at
the back of the pack, regardless of how good a rider you
may think you are. You most likely will have no idea of what
people are doing or how fast they are capable of going, so
this will save you from getting into a sticky situation.
If you are comfortably keeping up, you can slowly move
through the pack till you find someone who rides at the
same pace as you, and generally, this will be a good
place to stay. Try and avoid overtaking everyone in transit
sections if it means holding them up in the next twisty
section.

www.docv.org

