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Like to contribute to Desmoto?

It’s easy – just email the Editor with 
your article or photos or whatever 
you think other DOCV members 
would be interested in. Photos are 
best sent in .jpg format separate of 
the article (ie. don’t embed them in 
the Word doc). Bigger pics are better 
than small ones. All contributions will 
be very gratefully received.

The email address for the Desmoto 
editor is: editor@docv.org

The deadline for Desmoto is always 
the last day of the month, except for 
December because we don’t publish 
a January edition.

Cover picture credit:  Ducati Media: Jack 
Miller leads Ducati 1-2 in Jerez.
Back page credit:  Rob Labuc
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Disclaimer: Technical articles and comments printed in this magazine are the result of contributions from members. As such, 
the views expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the Ducati Owners Club of Victoria Inc. (DOCV) The material contained 
in this magazine is in the nature of general comment only, and is not advice on any particular matter. The DOCV editorship and 
contributing authors do not accept any responsibility for the consequences of any action taken, or omitted to be taken, by any 

person whether as a member or not, as a consequence of anything contained in, or omitted from, this magazine. Itinerary dates 
and times are subject to last minute variation.

Magazine assembly by Peter Cusworth, Ph 0409 797 023 pcusworth53@gmail.com

Ducati Owners Club of Victoria Inc.
PO Box 16 Box Hill Victoria 3128

Incorporated Association Registration #A80B

general meeting and social night held at:
The Manningham, 1 Thompsons Road Bulleen.  

Third  Tuesday of every month (except Jan): 
7.00pm - social catch up and grab a bite to eat; 8.00pm - meeting starts.

DOCV Committee Members and Office Bearers

president: Mel Reynolds
pres@docv.org 

Vice president: Rachael Alexander
vicepres@docv.org

secretary: Peter Kardaras
sec@docv.org

treasurer: evan Rubenstein
treas@docv.org

club captain: Joe Ruspandini 
captain@docv.org
co-captains: Gavin Hodge, Geoff Salmon, 
Paul van Vugt, Garry Elphinstone, Mark 
Slater, Glenn Loechel, Neil Larson, Peter 
Shearman

editor: Matthias Siegel
editor@docv.org

spares: Daryl grant 
spares@docv.org

Library: garry elphinstone 
librarian@docv.org

club permit officer: Daryl grant 
clubpermit@docv.org

merchandise: Aldo Mosenich 
merchandise@docv.org

Life members:  
Garry Elphinstone, Ric Begg, Peter Shearman, 
Gerard Porter, Gary Parnaby, Lawrence Gibbs, 
Peter Sack, Stephen Frew, Ralph Green (dec), 
John Slater, Russ Murray.
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editoriale
M a t t h i a s  S i e g e l 

This one was always going to have a track focus due to 
the amazing Fun Day we have had on Phillip Island a 
few weeks ago. If you weren’t there you really missed 

something. I was quite set on a cover with one of the great 
photos SD Pics and Russ Murray took during that day, but 
then last weekend happened and Thriller Miller made us all 
proud by winning his first dry MotoGP race for Ducati in a 
convincing manner. I’m sure I wasn’t the only one who had 
to wipe away a tear when he stepped up to the mic with 
Simon Crafar after the race. He deserves the cover.

The month of April started with the Red Plate ride and 
plenty of drama for our very own Secretary Peter Kardaras. 
You can read all about it in his report. Sometimes modern 
bikes do have some advantages... but at least he will have 
plenty to write about for Desmoto in the coming months, as 
he rebuilds the engine. Also don’t miss the ride report by 
Garry Elphinstone who was a particularly active contributor 
for this edition.

Then we had the Fun Day on Phillip Island in perfect 
sunshine. I had to put in some night shifts ahead of the 
event to get my track bike working, I didn’t want to miss 
this one after missing Broadford already. The night before 
heading down to PI I was still in the garage installing 
engine case covers and cutting out a foam pad to improvise 
a seat on the unpainted fibre glass fairing.

The trip to PI went well and we stayed in a nice little 
bungalow I found on Airbnb for cheap. We had to walk 
45min into town and back to join the others for the dinner on 
Sunday night, but it was worth it.

Super-nervous I arrived at the track in the morning. 
Because the Daytona I bought for track use is written 
off, I wasn’t able to test ride it at all ahead of the event, a 
sketchy lap in the driveway excepted to check the brakes 

were somewhat working. I never even owned a sports bike 
before, so the seating position felt awkward. I imagined a 
million things that could go wrong since I rebuilt everything 
on the bike except for the engine. Cold morning, new tyres, 
no tyre warmers, new brake pads, brake fluid and coolant 
replaced by myself, chain riveted by myself. Lots of things I 
had done for the first time. In my head I saw myself getting 
the black flag on the sighting lap for leaking fluid or some 
other calamity.

So after the briefing I left the garage at 9am and lined up 
behind Garry and Prez Mel. Nervous. Endless wait until 
everyone was ready. Then we went out on track and I 
shifted through the gears for the first time. All seems to 
work, and boy what a nimble and easy bike the Daytona 
is. Like a toy bike almost, compared with my two Ducatis. I 
was super slow through turn 2, I didn’t want to slip out on 
the new tyres. Mel starts to gap me already, I have to pick 
up the pace a little. I was thinking this feels really good, 
I’m starting to like this bike, even though I can’t seem to 
find the rear brake. I need to assume a more sporty riding 
position. Sounds great too, it cracks and pops every time 
I decelerate (it may need a dyno tune since I removed the 
cat, exup valve and O2 sensor).

We did a few sighting laps behind Garry and then came into 
the pit and I lined up at the exit straight away for the first of 
the ‘slow group’ sessions. And off we go out on the track 
again. I decided to stay behind Mel on her R3 to try and find 
a rhythm. Her pace was more than fast enough for me with 
a new bike and cold tyres.

After 5 laps or so I had seen enough and gained enough 
confidence to overtake on the straight. The rest is history. 
I ended up doing all 7 sessions during the day and had an 
absolute ball. So much fun to ride on Phillip Island even 

The track day edition
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Next Issue 
• Do you own a very 
special Ducati? (Let’s 
be honest, pretty much 
any Ducati qualifies…) 
Why not write a portrait 
about your pride and 
joy for Desmoto! Let 
others know what you 
like and don’t like, 
what to look out for 
when buying one.

• Have you been on 
a beautiful bike trip 
recently, perhaps 
overseas (okay, not 
very likely)? Why 
not share your experience 
with other readers!

• Bought some useful new bike gear? Why not write a 
review for Desmoto!

Articles are best sent in as a PDF or Word document. 
Photos ideally in JPEG format, and please include them 
as separate files. For quality reasons larger photos are 
better than smaller ones.

All contributions will be gratefully received.

DeaDline for suBmissions: enD of tHe montH.

editor@docv.org

though I never rode crazy fast, due to lack of tyre warmers 
and proper leather suit. The Daytona didn’t miss a beat. 
Either it’s a very forgiving bike or I do indeed have some 
mechanical talents. Either way my sympathies for Triumph 
are growing.

It was an awesome day overall and we are privileged to be 
able to enjoy this. Which makes us scratch our heads in the 
committee why only 50 people signed up. If you chose not 
to come, what prevents you from going to a Fun Day? Your 
committee would be interested to know. You don’t need 
to own a Panigale to enjoy a day riding on buttery-smooth 
tarmac with no speed limits in a safe environment.

Garry and Mel also had some thoughts on this and 
submitted articles about their recent track days at Mac 
Park. I can’t wait to join them next time.

Next we had the midweek ride which starts to become my 
favourite kind of ride from the perspective of the editor. 
Unlike others, the midweek rides always have a compelling 

and comprehensive ride description on the website events 
page, often with photos, and usually I receive a great ride 
report with photos before I even start thinking of chasing 
them up. Many thanks to John Taylor and Geoff Salmon this 
time.

To finish we had the Introductory Ride for new members, 
a fantastic idea spearheaded by our Treasurer Evan who 
plans to make this a regular event. Once you’ve been to 
five Mini Turismos or Tiger Hunts it’s easy to forget how 
intimidating it can be for new members to come along on a 
ride. Often rides are long distance, you need to understand 
our corner marking system, and everyone seems to assume 
that you know how to ride in a group. The Introductory 
Rides should make it easier to join in and learn the ropes.

Enjoy the magazine!

Matthias

Daytona with unpainted fiberglass fairing.

mailto:editor%40docv.org?subject=Desmoto%20contribution
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Is it really May already, where is the year going?  Or is it 
just flying by because there has been so much on.  And 
if we thought March was busy, April was just as busy.  

Easter was amazing with perfect weather for us to head up 
to the river and do literally nothing for a few days.  And that 
was a good thing because we went straight from Easter 
to two days at Mac Park with a bunch of fellow DOCVers 
and friends.  You’ll read more about how great that was 
elsewhere in Desmoto.  We followed that up with another 
Fun Day at Phillip Island the next weekend, well it was a 
Monday but that makes it an extended weekend right.  That 
was another great day with perfect weather, just a few too 
many geese decided to join us!  You’ll read more about that 
elsewhere too.  

So that made 5 track days for me since March and now 
Penelope is ready for a bit of service and a few tweaks to 
get her ready for the spring season.  If you’ve never done 
a Fun Day before then I cannot recommend them highly 
enough.  I had always been really nervous about doing them 
before - I wasn’t that great a rider, I was going to be too 

slow for everyone else, I wasn’t really interested in going 
as fast as I possibly could.  Then after much nagging about 
why I hadn’t done one before from Daz I bit the bullet and 
went to a Women’s Only Ride Day at Broadford, and was 
hooked!  So much so that I bought Penelope after doing just 
the one day.  They really are an absolute ball, and it doesn’t 
matter what your ride, just that you do ride.  And I have to 
say that my road riding has improved significantly since 
doing a few days. There is always something you can take 
from the track to the road – just not the speed! The DOCV 
Fun Days are a great way to get out there because we 
generally have fewer riders out on track than a commercial 
operator, it’s a pretty casual atmosphere and everyone is 
there to help or offer advice if you need it.  And what better 
way to spend your day than with a bunch of mates doing all 
things bike related.  So if you’ve ever thought about it but 
thought they weren’t for you, give it a go at least once.  You 
just might get hooked 

The Scrambler has been having a bit of a holiday with 
Sandy at City Edge Motorcycles for her 12,000km service, 

president’s 
report
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M e l  R e y n o l d s



8  

which happens to include valve clearances.  She’s been 
there for a while because, well, I’ve spent quite a bit of time 
with Penelope lately, and with a competition in early May 
I just wouldn’t have had much time to ride her in between 
anyway.  And to get to the do the valve clearances, Sandy 
has had to basically unbuild her and then put her back 
together again so he needed a bit of time!  I’m looking 
forward to getting her back again so I can get back to riding 
to work and so the garage no longer has a Scrambler sized 
gap.  

Ride wise we’ve had quite a few club rides going on with 
a few more to come through May and we finally managed 
to run a few of the rides that had to be rescheduled, and 
rescheduled again thanks to the chaos that last year 
caused to our riding schedules.  And we had our first New 
Member ride.  This was introduced as a shorter ride, more 
focused on introducing new members to each other, a few 
of us longer term members, and how we run rides.  It was 

DeSMOtO    MAY 2021
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New Members

Welcome

a perfect day to be out and about, with so many other bikes 
on the road as well (mostly Harleys to be fair) and I hope 
everyone had a good day, especially our new members 
Jade and Mario on their first ride.  OK, so I didn’t actually 
ride because I didn’t have the Scrambler back yet, but still 
met the crew for lunch!

Coming up we have our AGM in June. Positions up for 
grabs this year are President, Secretary, Captain and 
Spares.  If you are interested in any of these positions, or 
want to talk to someone about what’s involved in these 
roles or the committee in general, have a chat with one of 
the current committee members.  It’s a great opportunity to 
contribute and help grow your club.  

And on that note, I’ll hopefully see you on the road before 
winter really sets in!

Mel
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R a c h a e l  A l e x a n d e r

 relazione 
   dellavicepresidente

Well, another month gone and the descent into 
winter has been put on hold with a wonderful 
weekend of weather.  Would have been a great 

weekend to get out and about on the bike if I could …

It has been a month of loss, where I had to set it free. They 
say if it is yours, it will come back to you.  And then gains, 
as it looks like it is mine and will come back to me. She is 
not back yet but is due to be returned to the fold on 18 May.  

My sister, Selina came down from Makay for a quick 
catch-up over the Easter period, so I lent her my beloved 
John Cooper Works Mini to get around.  Orlando and I had 
just returned from a great weekend of riding where our 
home base was Harrietville, but we did have to head home 
a bit earlier as the blight on the Multi’s rear tyre began 
then.  Sure to say that there will be no further Angel GTs 
purchased by this household.  

It is never a good thing to get a telephone call that begins 
with ‘I am so sorry’.  Selina had been on top the Westgate 
where all the traffic came to a standstill, this included her, 
but it did not include the guy in a four-wheel-drive that 
ploughed into the back of her and then pushed the Mini into 
the car in front and that car into the car in front of that.  I 
kept asking her was she okay, but she had not quite worked 
that out yet as she had rung me as soon as it happened. The 
emergency services would not let her out of the car in case 
she had neck damage.  Luckily, she was mostly okay, that 
was the most important thing. A bit beaten up and worse 
for wear as the airbag did not deploy because the car was 
stationary, so her head hit the steering wheel and there was 
some nasty bruises from the seatbelt.  

The tow truck driver told me that 99% the Mini would be 
a write-off.  My dad told me that it would be a write-off.  
Orlando reckoned it would be a write-off.  Our insurance 
company said that 95% would be a write-off.  I silently 
prayed that it would not be but came to accept that I would 
have to let her go.  The thought of such a good car being 
doomed to the scrapheap left me with a heavy heart.  “They 
are still making them’, my dad said.  I did not want another 

I want THAT one, so my heart was in the longshot option.  I 
had spent more than a decade out in the public transport 
wilderness, I could have gotten another car earlier, but it 
was a JCW or nothing, so I patiently bided my time until she 
came along.

My current rental replacement is a Kia Serrato and while I 
am grateful to have a car to get my mum around in, a Kia is 
just not the same.  Then a reprieve …

 I had just asked Orlando, if he thought that I could get the 
Mini keyring back as he had given it to me as a gift, and 
it was all I had left of the car.  Then we got confirmation 
that she would be restored to her former glory.  She will be 
coming back home, and I can once again zip around in her.  
The world had been righted and tipped onto its correct axis.  
My mum also loves the Mini and saves her gold change for 
me so I can keep her washed and in tip-top condition, plus 
she can hear me when I arrive with the JCW exhaust doing 
its thing.

Nothing that I can report on this month from the 
motorcycling world, except Orlando took the Supersport 
around the block to make sure it started and his Multi is still 
maimed by the lack of a functional rear tyre.    I have been 
on the periphery, sidelined by a nose and sinus operation, 
which consisted of an endoscopic sinus procedure, a 
septoplasty to straighten a deviated septum and reduction 
of my turbinates so I can breathe better through my nose. 
Which now all the post op blood and goop has cleared, I 
can.  Still a bit of pain and unexpected ejections where my 
nose or sinuses have secreted away some of the varied 
products, I have had to shove up there both pre and post 
op. I can return to yoga in a couple of days, which I have 
missed, so I look forward to that.

There has been lots on at the DOCV that I would normally 
have been involved with, but I am sure my other committee 
compatriots have provided you with updates on all of them.   

Keep on shining you crazy diamonds.

Rachael

proud on the day i picker her up.
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Its also getting to that time of the year that we vote in our 
committee with the annual General meeting in June, I 
personally am not running as Captain so if you wish to put 
your mark on the club there are multiple positions available. 
On a personal note, I have enjoyed the last 2 years as 
Captain getting an insight into the club workings, at times 
it has been extremely challenging with personnel changes 
and the odd tantrum, throw Covid into the mix some hard 
decisions have had to been made and I hope I have been 
a positive influence on the club, I’m certainly not going 
anywhere and will give my utmost support to whomever the 
new Captain will be.

So get out there book into some rides and support the club 
and spend some money in communities that have suffered 
from the fires and then Covid.

Joe

  captain’s  
       call

J o e  R u s p a n d i n i

This is your Captain speaking……..

With the weather starting to turn and thoughts 
of electric blankets and wood heaters a few of 
us are still getting out on rides and there are 

certainly plenty of rides happening in the club.

As I’m writing this Evan led a ride on an unseasonably 
warm day in May aimed at new members and anyone who 
hasn’t been on a club ride in awhile and by all accounts 
was good day, but then again a day on the bike is always a 
good day.

Speaking of rides for some reason since we have come out 
of lockdown there has been a steady decline of participants 
booking in and I am at a loss on why this has been, could 
it be some are still reluctant to socialize in fear of Covid, I 
do not know but I hope this trend does not continue as the 
ride leaders who take the time in planning rides do so for 
everyone to enjoy.

For those of you with no plans over the June long 
weekend we have the annual Brass Monkey Ride covering 
approximately 550km plus commute through to Port 
Campbell on the world-renowned Great Ocean Road. As 
a club the GOR was a yearly ride but due to the popularity 
and clogged up roads with tourist traffic we decided not 
to go back but with Covid and overseas travel restrictions 
what better time to enjoy some of the most scenic roads 
in Australia. I can all hear you say but its going to be cold, 
well that is the idea of the Brass Monkey. I have scheduled 
in plenty of stops and given we are only doing 550km in 2 
days there will not be any rush to leave the warmth of lunch 
stops. With the abundance of good quality in expensive 
gear on the market especially heated there is no excuse 
not to join in, I can certainly give a thumbs up to the guys 
at Zarkie for their fantastic service and products. If you’re 
not convinced how good the 12-volt Apparel is speak to Neil 
Larson he has been wired up and electrified for years. So 
jump onto the website and book in especially those who live 
in the western suburbs. 

Gear review request
Bought a nice piece of gear lately? Happy with it?  
Like to tell members about it? Please do!  
Feel free to send us a quick 5 minute review:

•  What is it? Website?  •  Where to get it?
•  How much did it cost?   •  Why is it good?
•  Suggestions for use?  •   Can it be improved?
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So, with the ignorance (and eagerness) of that schoolboy 
before his first date, I parked the Darmah up in the usual 
“I am riding in the morning” spot, checked fuels, tyre 
pressures and chucked it on trickle charge before I headed 
off into the house. What a day was I up for…

The bad day shows in the morning.
 I wake up in the morning, get my riding gear on and run 
through my list. Coffee? Check, keys? check, phone with 
cheesy 80’s music playlist set out? check, I open the garage 
door to an intense smell of fuel. Holy shit! a massive puddle 
of fuel under the Darmah leaking from the hose connecting 
the fuel tap to the front Dellorto, a slow drip but constant 
throughout the night, leaving the tank half full and the floor 
like the Mexican gulf after Deep water horizon s#@t itself 
back in 2010

“She‘ll be right” as Cigarette manufacturers of the 60’s 
would say to smoking pregnant mothers, I said and pushed 
the hose harder in the tap leaving the fuel on the ground to 
just evaporate, stinking the garage out. Nothing was going 
to ruin this day…

I start up the bike, it coughs, 
splutters, farts like all bevels do, but 
after warming it up, I sense it is not 
running right. “it needs a good run, ill 
make sure that happens before I hit 
Rowville” I think. I need fuel, pull in to a 
7-11 and fill her up with the grace and 
speed of a Suzuka 8-hour pit crew and 
ride off swiftly to Rowville. 

I arrive just in time as Garry was doing 
the usual brief and I see an older 
guy on a new looking BMW 1250GS. 
What does a brand-new BMW do at 
a DOCV red plate ride I wonder? Oh 
well, we are an inclusive club, wait till 
I overtake him with the black and gold 
bologna bullet, I smile like Beavus and 
Butthead together. Garry comes over 
and I ask, 

What is with the BMW rider? 

lettera
 delsegretario

P e t e r  K a r d a r a s

Dramas with the Darmah  
(and other “Bevel” Challenges)

It had been 7 years since my last club ride, (yes, you 
can lynch me later) and I found myself in my back 
yard in preparation for the “red plate ride” that Garry 

was organising on April 18.  The sun was shining and the 
chrome of the “old squad” was gleaming as I had pulled the 
bikes to give them the regular “kick in the guts” that made 
the neighbourhood windows rattle and to make sure they 
are still running. I was scratching my skull, trying to pick 
the right bike for the ride, like a teenage schoolboy trying 
to pick what underwear to put on his first date. I called the 
club’s trusted advisor on anything club rego related, Daryl. 

Hi mate, are you going tomorrow? 

Shit yeah, just sorting out one of the bikes. What about 
you, are you coming? 

Yep, just trying to pick between the Pantah, the MHR and 
the Darmah. What are you going    with? Please let it be 
the 750SS, it will be the coolest bike 
on the ride I reckon.

Well, I knew you would like it so that 
is what I will ride. What about you?

The Darmah I reckon, I have been 
riding it a bit lately, it rides well, I 
have not ridden the Pantah far, since 
its restoration and the MHR will be 
a handful to handle as I have not got 
the flexibility and endurance of Mike 
the Bike Hailwood… 

Good choice.

How good is life, when our only 
trouble is what classic bike to pick 
to ride with the club, first world 
problems, I guess.

Indeed Pete, life is good, see you 
tomorrow mate.

See you in Rowville mate.
ready to be chosen.
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That is Armando, he will be tail end Charlie.

Oh…… that… is Armando, didn’t he have a Multistrada?  
(I am red faced by then) Oh well I hope I do not stay at the 
back.

Off we go!
We head off towards the mountains and it sinks in, I am 
on my first ride in 7 years! That “schoolboy on first date” 
feeling progresses to “schoolboy on first date holding 
hands” feeling. What also sinks in is that the older bikes 
on this ride are outnumbered by the new ones at a rate 
of 3-1, they are overtaking me like the MotoGP field is 
overtaking Valentino Rossi on the track this year. “It must 
be the old bikes at the back”, I think, seconds before both 
a grey 900SS and a gleaming 750SS blast past me as if I am 
stopped. The last thing that sinks in is that the Darmah is 
still not running right, like the carbs are not synced. I end up 
last followed by (a very patient) Armando and we pull into 
our first stop. 

Hey guys, sorry I am late, something is not right with the 
bike today.

Do not stress mate, it is a Ducati, it just needs the carbs 
tuned, one of the fellow rider’s mention.

I used to own one of these Garry mentioned, should not 
have never sold it.

I do not know; it just does not feel right.

Little did I know as we head off again, and I am riding as 
cautious as possible, Armando is right behind me with 
everyone else is a few minutes ahead…. Just 10-15 Klm 
after our first stop, the rough running Darmah started to 
anaemically fade away. I am out of fuel? WTF? I turn both 
the petcocks to “RES” cursing in Greek under my Shoei, 
Armando rolls up next to me. 

Are you Ok?

I need fuel, I do not know why it ran out, I filled up this 
morning, blushing like the embarrassed schoolboy telling 
his teacher that “the dog ate his homework”. 

No problem, follow me! He says and we ride off to 
Launching place. 

Another swift Suzuka 8-hour-style pitstop and I am 
negotiating with Armando how to get to Noogie pub quickly 
before we miss out on Lunch. I pull up my helmet and say:

I do not know where I am heading, can I just follow you?

No problem just tries to keep up, if I lose you, I will slow 
down and wait for you.

Ok

Bang and Blame!
We are off to Noogie and now the ride feels like a time 
trial, I am doing my best to keep up with Armando and 
my average speed increases, another thing that sinks 

in… Armando can ride! We are easily averaging 110-120 
kilometres per hour. The roads are good, the morning drizzle 
has turned into sun shining and a couple of kilometres 
away from the last turnoff to Noogie, I find myself following 
Armando on a sweeping climbing bend, the bike is easily 
doing 110, the twin Contis are scaring away any wildlife left 
in the forest we are riding through.

“How good is this, I am actually enjoying the ride” I wonder 
with the gratitude of the Dalai Lama, as I attempt to shift 
down from 5th to 4th as I hear a massive thud in coming 
from the 40-year-old bevels motor. I instinctively pull the 
clutch in and look down to see a cloud of smoke pouring 
out of a newly created hole on the left case of the Bike, 
like a MotoGP bike. No gear can be selected, and I roll to a 
slow stop as I watch a black GS slowly become a dot in the 
horizon…

That BMW, turned back and pulled up next to me, poor 
Armando pulls his helmet off and asks me for a second 
time:

Are you OK?

I’m fine, the bike is cactus I am afraid.

You have RACV right? 

Nope…

What will you do?

Just calling them now…

a new version of air cooling on a bevel.
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Armando waited patiently to hear his “new friend” go 
through the painful process of signing up to RACV whilst 
broken down, and book a tow truck, before he left to meet 
the others at Noogie. I already had texted photos to Daryl 
and spoken to him explaining what happened and as I sat 
on the side of the road contemplating life, I realised I had to 
get home… somehow…. that day. I ring my wife.

Hi honey, how is your ride going?

Good, I think, the bike is not enjoying it. 

What happened?

It decided to have a heart attack and move some internal 
parts around. It isn’t going anywhere.

Are you ok? 

I’m fine.

Do you want me to come pick you up? Where are you? 

I am not in Kansas anymore, that I know. Do not stress, 
I am getting the bike towed and then I’ll make my way 
home. Do not wait up. 

Some quick calculations, and I also 
realised that the depot where the bike 
was to be dropped off is close to Garfield, 
where Lance Smith, my soon to be Ducati 
bevel mechanic is located. A couple of 
quick calls to my new “pals” at RACV a 
couple of hundred dollars later and the 
bike was to be delivered to Lance’s door. 
And Lance was home that day, another 
positive. So, three hours later I find myself 
explaining to the tow truck driver how 
to tie down a motorbike, ended up doing 
it myself, not well either. Once the bike 
was delivered to Lance, we chew the 
fat as I realise, I won’t be able to ride my 
Darmah for at least 3-6 months, as Lance 

is a busy man, along with the painful fact that the originally 
factory sealed cases on this pristine example of Italian 
workmanship will have to be split, loosing somewhat of that 
original appeal.

As I had not been on a train since 2005, I got to explore 
the Victorian Myki system, along with the bus network of 
Victoria as there were works beyond the “cultural melting 
pot” of Pakenham on the way to the city.  I reckon there 
is nothing funnier than watching a sweaty leather clad 
overweight middle-aged man on an international WhatsApp 
call on a bus to Melbourne explaining in Greek (with lots of 
arm waving) what happened to his bike to his parents from 
overseas who just called to catch up with their son. My 
father’s question still rings in my ears. “Why did you take 
the bike that blew up? Why didn’t you pick another one from 
the ones you have…...?” Thanks Dad!

I arrived home with an Uber from the CBD after 8:30pm, 
as I had enough of public transport for another 16 years, I 
unloaded and after showering I went to sleep mentally and 
physically exhausted. 

First time on a train in 16 years.... the bus from pakenham to melbourne.

the towtruck was expecting  
to pick up a car...

the wounded Darmah loaded up.27000 km only.  
Do i take it back for warranty?
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In conclusion
The glass half full guy in me always makes me look for the 
positives and lessons in anything that happens in life. This 
ride experience created some lessons as well.

1)  The realisation that the conditions under which the 
damage was caused on the bike, could have thrown 
me off the Darmah and am sure I would not be able to 
bounce on the road like Marc Marquez does. I am lucky.

2)  I am grateful and lucky to be part of a club like the DOCV. 
With guys like Armando who looked after me on the ride 
and while broken down, but also other members who 
called and even offered moral and transport support like 
to get me home, I cannot be anything but grateful to. 
Thank you, guys!

3)  Further to this, Aussie riders and drivers are a great 
bunch. I cannot count how many slowed down ready to 
ask if everything is ok, on approaching my newly created 
wreck and I just waved them through.

4)  I am about to restore my first bevel motorbike motor. This 
will be a great learning experience, on how to spend 
money on these bikes. 

5)  I was not the only casualty on the day, Daryl also lost 
a gear lever off his 750SS on the way home making the 
Ducati toll 66% for the day. At least he made it home with 
the bike.

Back to Secretarial Stuff:
It was great to see another strong turnout to the General 
meeting at the Manningham. We had Mike from Mikes 
bikes and Cars in Ringwood Join us to talk about how to 
look after our bikes with a good presentation. We were also 
joined by the new GM of Ducati Melbourne, Kiwi Conway, 
who met some of the club members after introducing 
himself to the group.

AGM: The DOCV Club event of the year 
(according to the Secretary!)
Committee Elections - Call for Nominations
Please be advised that nominations are open for the 
following Committee positions, which will be declared 
vacant at the Annual General Meeting to be held on 
Tuesday 15 June 2021:

1. President

2. Secretary

3. Club Captain

4. Spares Officer

If you are interested in nominating for any of these 
Committee positions, please email me at sec@docv.org 
advising which position(s) interest you. Nominations must 
be received in writing and close on 23rd of May (COB AEST) 
and will be published on our website on May 25th, 2021.

Please note: to be eligible for a position on the Committee 
you need to be a Member who is entitled to vote and 18 
years or over.

The election process:
A current Committee Member, whose term is not up for 
re-election, may nominate for another position on the 
Committee that has been declared vacant or may nominate 
to be re-elected for his or her position if it has been 
declared vacant.

A list of nominations will be advised on the website, along 
with a proxy voting system in case you are unable to attend 
the AGM on 15 June 2021. At the AGM, separate elections 
will be held by secret ballot for each of the positions and if 
a Member is nominated for more than one position and is 
declared elected to a position, then any other nomination 
he or she has lodged for any other position, for which an 
election is yet to be held, is automatically withdrawn.

Before the ballot is taken, each nominee may make a short 
speech in support of his or her election (emphasis on @
MAY and @SHORT).

A ballot paper will be given to each Member present at the 
AGM and the voter must clearly indicate on the ballot paper 
the name of each nominee for whom they wish to vote and 
the position into which they wish to vote each nominee. If 
only one Member is nominated for a position, he or she

must receive a simple majority of votes (50% plus one) or 
more. If the nominee fails to receive a simple majority of 
votes, the position will be deemed to be a ‘casual vacancy’. 
If more than one Member is nominated for a position, the 
nominee who received the most votes will be elected.

If a single nominee receives exactly 50% of votes, a further 
election for the position will be conducted to decide if the 
nominee is to be elected, or with the agreement of the 
nominee, it will be decided by lot whether he or she is to 
be elected (i.e., by the toss of a coin, drawing straws or 
drawing a name out of a hat).

If two or more nominees receive the same number of votes, 
a further election for the position will be conducted to 
decide which of those nominees is to be elected, or with 
the agreement of those nominees, it will be decided by lot 
which of them is to be elected.

Term of office:
A Committee Member holds office for a term of two years, 
unless it is a casual vacancy, in which case the term is 
until the position is declared vacant under rule 46(2) of the 
Constitution.

mailto:sec%40docv.org?subject=


A Committee Member may be re-elected, however, 
President shall serve a maximum of two terms (four years) 
in that position, after which he or she cannot nominate for 
any position on the Committee for a period of two years.

Casual vacancies:
A Committee Member, whose term is not up for re-election 
but decides to nominate for another position on the 
Committee, will be taken to have casually vacated their 
office (if elected to the new position). The Committee 
will simply appoint an eligible member to fill the casually 
vacated position, no voting is required. 

Please let me know if you have any questions or are 
interested in any of these roles, please email me at  
sec@docv.org advising which role(s) interest you.

Ciao Ragazzi!

And remember: If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it, but if you really 
want to fix it, break it anyway…

Peter

ADVERTISE HERE
If you are interested in 
becoming a sponsor of DOCV, 
or advertising your business  
or product in DESMOTO, 
please get in touch at treas@
docv.org for more information

10% off to all DOCV members until the end of 2021
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MotoGP Jerez Extraordinary one-two at the Spanish Grand Prix in Jerez for the 
Ducati Lenovo Team with Jack Miller first and Pecco Bagnaia second.
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Things of Beauty
Ducati Streetfighter 848 
(2013) in the rare ‘Fighter 
Yellow’ colour.

How to Do a motorcycle track Day
https://youtu.be/ATEbau50Le8

Ducati 

Tube

Great Tips For Motorcycle Track Day Beginners
https://youtu.be/6uZzqxgKqo4

New Ducati Monster First Impressions | Just Fun! 
https://youtu.be/Cga3KKQpi98
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https://youtu.be/ATEbau50Le8
https://youtu.be/6UZzqxgKqo4
https://youtu.be/CgA3KKQpI98
https://youtu.be/ATEbau50Le8
https://youtu.be/6UZzqxgKqo4
https://youtu.be/CgA3KKQpI98
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Riding in a group is something that most new members 
have never done before and it’s perhaps a little 
daunting at first. The New Member ride was designed 

to ease new members into group riding, meet other 
members, show them some good roads and help them to 
learn the ropes. The route was about 60% of the normal ride 
length, with some backroads, some highway, some tight 
twisties and some sweepers. Nothing too challenging.

Surprisingly, more long-term members registered and 
showed up for the ridge than new members. On the day, 
12 riders were lined up at the Butlers Pantry, ready to go. 
A surprising late registration was past club Captain Gavin 
Hodge. An even greater surprise was to see him arrive at 
the start - in his car! - wearing shorts!!, along with wife 
Kathy. And then he spun us this story about why he couldn’t 
ride, blah, blah, blah. 

After coffees, we took some time to go through the rider 
briefing and explain the corner marking system and ride 
etiquette. Lot’s of nodding and understanding looks and it 
was time to go.

Just as everyone was getting their 
gear on, suddenly a bike appeared and 
the rider approached me, introduced 
himself and asked if he could join us 
on the ride. Steve Wyss was his name 
riding a Buell. He had not been there 
for the briefing but I told him to watch 
how things worked and do the best he 
could. No worries.

With Armando Mercuri slotting into 
his usual position as tail end charlie, 
on what would turn out to be a 
particularly warm day for May, we 
headed east to the morning tea stop 
at Nick’s Cafe in Drouin, about 1 hour 
distant. Our group was apparently 
observed driving through Gembrook 

by past president Garry Elphinstone who published his 
approval and admiration on social media. With respect to 
legendary comedian, Andy Kaufman “Tenk you verrry muts 
Gerry”.  

Apart from Steve Wyss, the three new members that were 
on the ride were Mario Virga and John Taylor both on 
Multistrada 950S’s and Jade Durling on a growling Panigale 
V4. It turned out that John Taylor had already ridden 
120km on his commute to the ride start, from his home in 
Newborough! Well done John!

There were a few corner marking “learning experiences” 
going on behind me as we got started but luckily no one got 
lost and soon everyone got the hang of it. 

At Drouin, George Rappold joined the column and after fuel 
and coffee we headed off towards Willow Grove on the 
newly resurfaced and still covered in loose gravel, Old Sale 
Road. Later on I learned that ride-tag-along, Steve Wyss 
had had a problem unlocking his helmet from his bike at the 
stop and eventually returned home directly from Drouin. 

New Members/Introductory Ride
Words by Evan Rubenstein
images by Gavin Hodge & evan rubenstein
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Also at some point, John Taylor apparently fell behind the 
tail end charlie somehow and got a bit lost. I discovered a 
“where the hell are you guys” voicemail from him on my 
phone later on. 

The Willow Grove road through to Noojee was dry and free 
of leaf litter and we had a great run, to the apparent delight 
of the new members who had never been on that road 
before.

Lunch was at a ‘packed to the rafters’ Noojee Pub, where 
club president Melanie Reynolds joined us. After a very 
long wait for our meals, we headed back to Melbourne 
via Poweltown. Although the ride was supposed to end at 
Woori Yallock,  most made a left turn from Millers Road on 
to Gembrook-Launching Place road and headed home on 
the last bit of fun road for the day. 

The route was 202 km and the ride ended at about 3:15pm. 
The two new members that were still with the group at the 
end, both claimed to have had a great day and an enjoyable 
ride.(See comments below) Thanks to those who attended 
in support and thanks as always to Armando for being TEC.

“My first ride with the DOCV was fantastic. I’ve spent 
decades riding with close friends and never ventured into 
the club realm so the new members ride was a welcoming 
casual introduction into the club. The day was very well 
organised from the early morning debrief to the pub lunch. 
The roads offered a tantalising mix of open countryside to 
tight and sweeping twisties; exactly what I was hoping to 
get from the experience after years of riding the same over-
policed Melbourne hotspots. Don’t hesitate - get involved!” 
Jade Durling 

“I would like to thank you and the Ducati owner club 
members for making my first ride with club an awesome 
day with friendly and supportive members to make me feel 
welcome... Well organised with safe riding briefings to start 
our journey and to complete our fun ride” Mario Virga

RIDERS:
Armando Mercuri (tail End Charlie) ............... Multi 1260 PP
Ben Deriu & Loren Deriu ................................. Multi 1260S
Evan Rubenstein (Ride leader) ......................... Multi 1260S
George Rappold ...........................................Streetfighte V4
Jade Durling ...................................................  Panigale V4S     
Jamie Mitchell ................................................... Multi 1200
John Taylor ........................................................  Multi 950S
Kathie van Vugt ................................................. SuperSport
Matt Rubenstein & Nikki Yee ......................  BMW XR1000
Mario Virga ........................................................  Multi 950S
OliverBarrett.................................................................. ST4
Paul van Vugt ................................................................ ST2
Steve Wyss ................................................................. Buell

treasurer’s   report
E v a n  R u b e n s t e i n

Cheque account 34,021.50 40,917.50
Paypal 7,623.44 2,781.05
Debit Card 942.15 1,175.79
Cash reserve 16,784.42 16,524.29
Term Deposit 1 5,270.96 5,270.96
Term Deposits 2 5,280.31 5,280.31
Trade Debtors                                2,402.73 2,402.73
Other Assets 2,013.60 2,013.60
Net Assets 74,339.11 76,366.23

INCOME MAY 2021 March 2021

Desmoto 0 2020.00
Events 4,000.00 11,705.00
Memberships 1,068.00 6,886.00
Merchandise 0 0
Other 0 -50.00

Total Income 5,068.00 20,561.00

ExPENSES
Cost of Sales 0 0
Desmoto 735.00 1,170.00
Events 3,180.00 27,869.88
Membership 0 1,596.50
Purchases for resale 0 0
Other 306.82 885.44

Total Expenses 4,221.82 31,521.82

Operating Profit / (Loss) 846.18 (10,960.82)
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R E D  P L A T E  R I D E

Red Plate Ride 
Ridem Don’t Hide Them
Words by Moto Guzzi, pictures by Apple

Well, the Red Plate ride was not quite what 
they expected but nevertheless was a good 
day, for most!

It was supposed to be held a week earlier but was 
postponed on account of the stupid ride organiser and ride 
captain triple booking himself. The short story is that he 
shafted a family (cousins) reunion in Tasmania and the Red 
Plate ride in order to attend an On Track Coaching weekend 
at Mac Park, while I waited in the shed for another week. 
In retrospect it was a good thing, as Melbourne suffered an 
early wintery blast the weekend of 11th April and the ride 
may not (I would not) have progressed anyway under such 
conditions. 

And so it was that a smallish group assembled at The 
Butlers Panty, including only four bikes with red plates, 
though others were all Red Plates in waiting…. and waiting. 
Some longer than others. In SFV4’s case it will be roughly 25 
years until Joe will see the benefit of cheaper registration. 
ST2 will lighten Rusty’s pocket much sooner.

The Red Plated bikes consisted of Grey GT (Mastered by 
Shearm’s), Darmah, (why to the call these dramas? and 
owned by Peter K.), 750SS (the SS must mean Super Slick, 
Daryl) and myself, Le Mans Mk3, and I am the master of 
Garry 

So we had an ensemble of:
• Multi - Mischa Temple (last ride before turning 50)
• VFR - John Taylor
• Grey GT - Peter Shearman
• Darmah - Peter Kardaras
• 750 SS - Daryl Grant
• SFV4 - Joe Raspundi
• Pano899 - Fiona MacDonald
• Monster 821 - Jimmy Mastrandonakis
• 1098S - Rob Becher & Elis
• ST2 - Russell “Rusty’ Evans
• Multi - Grant Milnes & Therese Kupper
•  German - Armando Mecuri – who has three personal red-

plates, and is still going strong

That’s 12 bikes of us bikes and 14 beautiful humans. It was 
not a long ride, so we sat on our stands for a while while 
they drank coffee and chatted. We finally got underway 
at around 10 am. We headed to Gembrook, the long way 
under threatening skies on a damp road. Here it was time 
for a toilet stop (too many coffee’s, my old suspension or 
too cool a weather for the old rider??) at the skate park 
and a chance to regroup. The Dramah arrived but was not 
sounding at all happy. After a brief discussion about oil 
breathers and the like the riders all continued onwards 
to Yarra Junction for another regroup. Here the captain 
learned the Dramah had decided all was really not well and 
decided to skulk home, with excessive fuel consumption, 
accompanied by the German TEC and Mercuri-al to ensure 
all was good. Our substitute TEC was now SFV4 ridden 
by Joe. Given Monsters and Streetfighters do not go far 
without the need of a petrol pub, we dropped by Neerim 
North for a splash of stuff that keeps us up and going. I 
think Streetfighter thought he was a Multi as Garry had to 
prompt Joe to park Streetfighter near the bowser-bar. 
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Within 10 minutes of schedule, we bikes got our riders to 
The Nooj for lunch. They promptly ordered and were soon 
presented with their meals, while us bikes were left to 
tink-tink-tink in the carpark. It was around this time that 
German the TEC one arrived with the master Mercuri-al. We 
overheard some of the Darmah’s dramas but alas, it was not 
the full story - that was still unfolding. Maybe there will be a 
separate article written by my mate the Bevel. 

Rob’s girlfriend, Elis, kept the lunch group entertained with 
her stories while Armando feasted on a packet of chips 
and some left-overs (as the ordering one was now a good 
20 bikes long) and the weather was too good for us to be 
resting on our side stands in the sunshine. Besides the GT 
said Shearm’s had a 90th birthday party to attend. We also 
heard them discussing our return route.

Once all was done and Armando had polished off the other 
half of Therese’s pizza they bid farewell as The VFH with 
john was headed for Moe via Willow Grove. Multi and 
Mischa, STs and Rusty and 1098S with Rob and Elis headed 
back the way we had come, but not before Elis jumped on 
me and told me she loved me more than 1098S. OOOOhh, I 
nearly backfired. 

The rest of us bikes took our pilots through Neerim South, 
Jindivic and Labertouche to Longwarry North where they 
gave some of us another drink and officially ended the ride. 
We know that happens when the lead passenger and last 
passenger take off their fluoro jackets. We wanted to toot-
toot farewell to each other but to keep the peace we just 
purred as V-twins and L-twins do. We further splintered into 
smaller groups for the run home to our separate garages 
where our brother and sister bikes were waiting.

After getting Garry home I heard him take a phone call 
from Daryl explaining 750SS had lost his entire gearshift 
mechanism between our last stop and the Pakenham exit. 
Poor old SS was forced by his rider to take him home in 6th 
gear. His master, Daryl, went in search of the missing 1970’s 

metallic artwork but it was not found. GT did manage to get 
Shearm’s home in time for his (friends) 90th birthday party. 

The outcome was that only 33% of the old Ducati’s made 
it home in one piece while I had remained unscathed, got 
to run a 270 km marathon and blew some old fluids out the 
pipes. It was good to get out into the exercise yard for a 
while and I hope to see my metallic mates again soon.

Garry also said to add, It was nice to meet Fiona and Jimmy 
and hope to see them back on rides soon. Fiona also made 
the trip to PI the following day to check out the Fun Day 
activities.
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Phillip Island Fun Day       Photos by Matthias Siegel & SD Pics
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A group of 7 departed Rowville @ 9:30am to rendezvous 
at Neerim South with the 2 Latrobe Valley riders 
which made a combined 9 of the 10 original ride 

registrants.

Rider List
Francisco Bagulho .....................................................Multi V4
Oliver Barrett .................................Overheating Multi 1200S
Michael Coccia .................................................. Monster 659
Kathy Hodge..........................................................Multi 1200S
George Rappold............................................ V4 Streetfighter
Neil Robinson................................................ Beemer R1200R
Geoff Salmon ................................................................... ST4S
Peter Shearman ................................Triumph 1200 Explorer
John Taylor ..............................................................Multi 950S

We were fortunate that the weather, although cool, had 
improved markedly from the day before and remained fine 
before deteriorating again for several days after.

The ride from Rowville, through Emerald, Cockatoo and 
Gembrook to the regrouping point at Yarra Junction, saw 
still damp roads from the previous day’s wintry blast. The 
regrouping provided an opportunity for all to check out 
Francisco’s new Multistrada V4S. I look forward to his bike 
review in the Desmoto 

The ride resumed on through Powelltown and Neerim 
Junction to the scheduled morning tea stop at Neerim 
South 

L2’s to Inline 4 - Midweek  
Take Bloody 3!
Words by John Taylor, Images by Geoff Salmon

regrouping at Yarra Junction.

Francisco’s new multistrada V4s.

Yarra Junction – checking out the new V4.
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S A N  R E M O  M I D W E E K  R I D E

In the meantime, George and John had left Newborough BP 
at a more leisurely departure time. The later start and open 
countryside along Old Sale and Bloomfield’s Roads saw 
drier surface conditions. After a few extra minutes spent 
at a roadwork stop, we arrived early at Neerim South and 
didn’t hesitate in tucking in; George’s shout!

Following the break, we toodled off through prime, West 
Gippsland dairy farm country: Rokeby, Brandy Creek and 
then down Lardner’s track (minus the gravel bit), over the 
Princes Freeway, past Lardner’s Park and onto Poowong 
via Timms Road, down the hill and across the South Gippy 
Highway to our fuel stop at Loch.

the chubby covid calf.

Where’s angela?

rendezvous and morning tea at neerim south.

With the thirsty bikes replenished, we made our way up the 
hill and out of Loch on the Loch-Wonthaggi Rd, turning off 
on the Grantville – Glen Alvie Rd and then down to Dalyston 
on the Almurta – Glen Forbes Rd. I had ridden most of these 
roads before and knew what a treat we were in for. Nobody 
seemed disappointed. The Almurta – Glen Forbes Rd was 
very light on recommended corner speed signs; 2nd gear 
corners included. 

From Dalyston it was a cruise out to San Remo along the 
Bass Highway (the GP ride route for us LV folk). Upon 
arrival at what we thought was the only pub in San Remo, 
we were told the kitchen had closed. We dejectedly went 
in search of alternatives when a few of us stumbled across 
the Westernport Hotel, which was where we were actually 
scheduled for lunch.

Some of us had light, entrée sized meals, whilst others went 
the whole hog literally in the form of a massive rib steak: 
great effort Neil!

refuelling at Loch.

michael’s inaugural DocV ride.

I gather there is a bit of an inside story to each of the pics 
below and there is more info on the Facebook page, suffice 
it to say that there is never a limit as to what duct tape can 
be used for.



Departing San Remo following lunch we soon went our 
separate ways, The Melbourne group taking the Bass 
and South Gippsland Highways back to their respective 
teeing-off points. George and John peeled off in the other 
direction, back through Dalyston to Wonthaggi and around 
the coast from Cape Paterson to Inverloch, where the 
thirsty Streetfighter was given a drink. We then made our 
way back home via Leongatha and Mirboo North.

A very big thank you to Geoff and Oliver for a very pleasant 
day’s outing without incident and great pick of the days 
weather-wise.

Can you guess The MysTery Club iDenTiTy?
Hint: usually brings a pillion rider.

Find the answer 
on page 41.

neil going the whole hog.
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BROADFORD
Sun 13th March was a DOCV Fun Day at Broadford and was 
eagerly awaited. Probably my equal favourite circuit (along 
with Mac Park). The forecast looked a bit sketchy and may 
have influenced the numbers, nevertheless it was great to 
see some new faces and we managed to get in four really 
good 20-minute sessions each before the skies opened. Up 
until then conditions had been prefect. The slow group was 
relatively crowded but it seemed all were having lots of fun 
with many commenting on corner #1 (fantastic, was the 
consensus). 

For those who have never ridden Broadford it is not an 
exceptionally long circuit and has somewhere between 6 
and 12 corners, depending on who you believe. There is 
turn 1 (an uphill right-hand double apex) followed by the 
top straight (5th Gear ~ 200 kph) the into crash corner, a 
chicane, another right hander then a double horseshoe 
which ends with an off-camber crest onto the short start 
finish straight.  Most of the track is taken in second and 
third gears other than the two straights, one shorter than 
the other.  This track offers many of the elements found in 
a good circuit including the best corner in Australia, a blind 
right-hander, an off-camber crest, downhill braking, a flick-
it chicane, elevation changes and little rest time. It keeps 
you busy on the bike and you get to do it all again a minute 
or so later. As I said, one of my favourite tracks for the 

reasons listed above, coupled with a café, good pit areas 
and plenty of parking. Excellent value, be it a DOCV event, 
Champion’s day or just one of their open Fridays (if they still 
have them?)

After 4 x 20-minute session I was about expended, and 
spent the next week hobbling around with stiff legs, 
contemplating our trip to SA.

maC ParK
Sat 10th, Sun 11th April was an On Track Coaching event 
at Mac Park just outside Mt Gambier.  A few of us had 
gone over last year and had such a great time that word of 
mouth spread, and we were able to arrange a mainly DOCV 
attendance. Unfortunately, Levi Day and Dave Moss were 
unable to make it due to COVID travel restrictions. However, 
Levi had put a team of his race mates together consisting 
of Dave ‘Davo’ Johnson, Ty Lynch and some 16-year-old kid 
who had just set an unofficial lap record.  

Saturday morning was a little damp, so we did not get on 
track until around 9:30 am, not that it mattered as these are 
open pit events. You go out whenever you feel. My first stint 
was to re-acquaint myself with the circuit and take note 
of any damp spots. From around 10:30 am the track was 
completely dry and grippy. I was achieving respectable 
lap times when my coaching session with Davo was due. 
He followed for 5 laps then took the lead and dragged me 

Around the tracks
Words by Garry Elphinstone,  
Photos by Katie Kemp

So far 2021 has been rather good to me. Over the last few weeks, I have done 4 separate track 
days over three different circuits with some DOCV bods. All were fantastic experiences. I had 
been rather looking forward to these following a successful Levi Day “On Track Coaching” 
weekend at Mac Park in January 2020……. Before the world stopped.  It had been a while.
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through a few corners. When we came in for a debrief, I 
was pleased to learn we had taken a good three seconds 
off my time, plus he was able to give me a couple of things 
to work on in the afternoon. Unfortunately, at around 2:30pm 
the rain came and by 4pm we decided it was unlikely to dry 
so headed for a hot shower and cold beer. 

It rained on and off overnight but looked clearer on Sunday 
morning. Again, there were a few damp patches at first but 
by 10am the track was dry. I was working on Davo’s tips and 
it was feeling good. At lunch, the organiser offered a go-pro 
session with Davo. Dave would follow closely behind and 
give me some footage I could watch later, for educational 
purposes. We did around 15 minutes and I was going as fast 
as I could. When we came in Dave suggested I had been 
in the gravel when passing ‘old-mate’ into turn three. I did 
not believe him, but the camera does not lie – an inglorious 
move, it must be said.

I just got back to the pits when the chief organiser advised 
they had arranged another coaching session in lieu of the 
one I missed yesterday due to rain. Hot and bothered, I 
had a coaching session, up now, with the young gun. He 
followed a few laps to gauge my pace then took the lead 
and again dragged me through a few corners. His line and 
pace through the double apex onto the back straight was 
a revelation and after 10 or 12 hot laps I was stuffed, and 

my fuel light was glowing. We pulled in for a debrief and he 
congratulated me on a 1:23. However I will not claim it as 
my timer said my best was a 1:24:09. Whatever, it was my 
fastest trip around that place, for sure.

For the rest of the afternoon, I put on my Go Pro and went 
out for some fun. My last session was supposed to be 4-lap 
cool-down, but the track was almost empty and conditions 
ideal. I found my grove and did about 20 laps, all within a 
second of each other.  

Mac Park is a club owned and operated track. It has a 
couple of tight corners (2nd gear), changes in elevation, 
double-apex corner and it taken between 2nd and 5th 
gears. Once you get your head around it the track flows 
nicely with a back straight with enough undulations to get 
the front wheel airborne in third and 4th gears. It’s only 3 
meters wide but has an extremely grippy and confidence 
inspiring surface. So much so that one guy went out on wet 
tyres in the rain on Saturday afternoon and was dipping into 
1:18’s with full wets, on a Yamaha race bike. Great to watch.

All who made the trip over, including Aaron from Adelaide, 
had a great time, promising to be back again next year, 
maybe in January with Levi and Dave Moss present. When 
can I sign up? 

In the meantime, I needed new tyres and fast!
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A R O u N D  T h E  T R A C K S

PHilliP islanD
mon 19th april 2021 – DoCV fun Day. The weather leading 
up to this day was terrible, the following day just as bad. 
However, the Monday was Goldilocks’ day, just right. Blue 
sky, little wind, top temp of 21oC. Nice warm sun on the 
back kind of weather and extremely pleasant on track.

Unfortunately, and I am not sure why, but the numbers were 
very disappointing. We had around 50 people registered 
which meant three groups and a sparsely populated track. 
Despite a few recoveries early (one of which was Lex 
running out of fuel, as Rob had done at Mac Park) the day 
went as planned, inclusive of pillion session. With solid 
20-minute sessions most were cooked by mid-afternoon, 
and started packing up, which meant the rest could 
circulate with basically no-one in sight, a whole Moto GP 
circuit to ourselves (with a gallery of geese). 

After years of road riding, and a few track days over the 
years, I reflected on the way home just how much I had 
learned over the past month. Sometimes I often wonder 
if I can be bothered to get organised and commit to a 
track day. However, after each one I question why I even 
contemplated not going. With a club of circa 400 members, 
I find it difficult to understand why there is not more 
interest from the wider membership these days. Yet we all 
sit around and complain about the state of our roads, the 
revenue raising speed camera’s, restrictive speed limits 
and the like then not take up the opportunity to ride in a 
safe, educational, picturesque environment and learn more 
about your motorcycle and significantly improve your riding 
skills. I simply fail to understand how you could not gain 

from a DOCV circuit-based event, regardless of your bike, 
regardless of your skill level, regardless of your age.   

Special thanks to the DOCV committee, and particularly 
to Mel and Brendan who had arranged both DOCV days, 
and Mel for Mac Park arrangements (and keeping us all 
organised). Special thanks too to John for his assistance 
and recovery duties at PI. As he said, “it helped fill in my 
day”. 

Unfortunately, due to lack of support, it appears this may 
well have been the last exclusive DOCV Fun Day event. I’ve 
enjoyed and helped run many over the past 15 or so years. 
Both recent Broadford and PI events did not have sufficient 
support to run at a small loss, let alone run break even. Is 
it that DOCV riders and now more interested in adventure 
riding (Multi’s) or cruising (Diavel’s) or simply sitting on the 
in their departure lounge waiting for St Peter’s call? 

After the recent four events I felt younger, fitter, fresher and 
more alert and alive than I had for a while. While the DOCV 
Fun Day’s may have also gone ciao I am not about to throw 
in the towel. May I recommend that the club select some 
dates being offered through Champions or PI Ride Days so 
at least those still alive and willing can share the Spirit of 
DOCV days past, support each other through any mishap 
that may present and share a garage or two together for 
many years to come.  

And let us not stop at Broadford or PI. We still have Winton, 
Mac Park, Eastern Creek and The Bend to conquer. Anyone 
up for doing all six, say over a two-year period? A track day 
bucket list! All those interested take a step forward.

Hey, hey St Peter, before you ring your bell, I’ve got a life to 
live and bike to ride, you can come as well 
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We’ve all listened intently to those who have been 
before tell stories of joy and happiness and new 
things learnt from their experiences, and of the 

wonders of homemade sausage rolls.  And so it was that a 
bunch of us DOCVers decided to get together and venture 
out together to the amazing Mac Park circuit in Mount 
Gambier with Levi Day and his band of amazing coaches.  

During the early months of 2020 emails were sent, phone 
calls were made, discussions were had and we locked in a 
date for April 2021.  We had two days booked with Levi and 
Josh Waters and Ty Lynch were to be our coaches.  We 
were all so excited and looking forward to the weekend.  

Then the world turned upside down and Levi was stuck in 
the UK.  That’s ok, we still had Josh and Ty as coaches. In 
the end we didn’t quite have the numbers we needed from 
the DOCVers so we had a few friends from SA join us as 
well as a few of Levi’s regulars, so there were about 24 of 
us in total looking forward to the weekend.  And we still had 
Josh and Ty as coaches.

Then the ASBK season got off to a shaky start with the 
first round at Phillip Island being cancelled due to our 5 
day lock down, which included cancelling the scheduled 
test.  Then Ty had a major crash at Winton and he is out for 
some time.  Then Josh’s ASBK team scheduled an extra test 
over the same weekend we had booked to make up for the 
cancelled test.  But never fear, to the rescue came Dave 
Johnson and Chris Collins as the official coaches with extra 
help from up and coming SA racer Declan Carberry and Ty 
was even going to come along to help out in the pits.

Our merry band made our way over the border, with border 
permits in hand, although there was no one in sight to 
confirm this, on Friday.  Most of us met at the pub on Friday 
night for dinner whilst a few hardy souls camped at the 
circuit with some pretty impressive set ups. It was just a 
little bit wet Friday night and we awoke Saturday morning to 
more precipitation.  Oh well, everyone told us that the track 
is grippy even when its wet right.

We got to the track, which is just a little way out of town 
and set ourselves up in the sheds, caught up with those 
who had camped and then went to the all important sign on.  

Why are we all 
Mac Park converts?
Words and photos by Melanie Reynolds

Blue lake.
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And I say all important because this is where you not only 
sign on to meet all the legal requirements, but it’s where you 
put your lunch order in for your salad roll later in the day!  
Once we had all got ourselves sorted we had the riders 
briefing, although we couldn’t do the usual briefing where 
they take you out on track and show you how not to enter a 
corner and then how you should enter the corner because 
it was still a little bit too wet for that.  That also meant we 
started a bit later than planned but with an open pit lane all 
weekend no one was really bothered by that.

Both days were structured so that you had one session with 
each coach per day.  They would follow you for a bit, you’d 
follow them for a bit and you’d stop during your session to 
have a bit of a chat about things to work on and then go 
and work on them again.  And the open pit lane meant you 
could spend as much or as little time on track working on all 
the things that you had learned as you wanted.  It worked 
really well, especially later in the day when you started to 
get tired you could go out for 5 or so laps, come in have a 
break and go back out again.  Saturday was called a bit 

early because the weather came in again and no one really 
fancied riding around in soaking wet leathers if we didn’t 
have to, so we went to the pub early for dinner ready to do 
it all over again on Sunday!  Sunday was better weather 
wise and we had a few catch up coaching sessions if you 
didn’t get both yours in on Saturday.  Both Dave and Chris 
were super nice guys and really great coaches who offered 
advice and direction based on your individual skill level and 
what you wanted to work on.  And the simplest of things 
can make the biggest difference, like looking for the divot 
in the track to get around the super tight turn 2 😊  I think we
can safely say everyone came away with something they’d 
learnt and better lap times than when we started.  I had 
been told the track wouldn’t make much sense when I first 
got there but that it would make sense after a few sessions.  
And yep, everyone was right.  It was a bit of a challenge to 
work out where I needed to be to start with but after a few 
sessions and a coaching session or two I understood why 
everyone raves about this circuit.  It’s a great little track and 
awesome fun.  

Lunch.rider briefing.

M A C  P A R K
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And we can’t have a Mac Park weekend without talking 
about the food.  Every day morning tea was provided, 
but the track was still open so you didn’t have to stop if 
you didn’t want to.  Then we stopped for lunch each day.  
And all I can say is that you never go hungry when Levi’s 
grandparents are in charge of the food, it was fantastic!  
We had a salad roll (ordered each morning), there were 
home made sausage rolls, party pies, quiches, a variety 
of slices, fruit salad or fruit crumble and ice cream.  If you 
did too many of these days fitting into your leathers might 
become a bit of a problem!

Many of the crew headed home on Sunday but a few of 
us who stayed decided to head out somewhere other than 
the pub for dinner and had been told about The Barn as 
somewhere we needed to go.  So a booking was made, 
some were a little more organised in booking than others 
because how busy could a Sunday night in Mount Gambier 
be – quite busy apparently!  Anyway, turned out this place 
was just a little bit fancy, and we’d all planned on going to 
the pub so no one packed any fancy clothes!  Oh well, a 
bunch of rough looking motorcyclists mixing with Mount 
Gambiers finest.  I’m sure they’ve seen worse!

Monday morning and those of us left headed home, 
unloaded bikes and gear ready to do it all again the 
following week at Phillip Island.  And put everything we had 
learnt into practice again.

If you’ve heard the stories too and wondered how good 
could these weekends be, they are awesome!  You’ll learn 
so much and have a great weekend with a great bunch 
of people as well.  If you haven’t heard the stories, then 
you just need to talk to any of the guys or girls who went 
and they will possibly not stop talking about how good 
they are.  If you want to join in the fun, we are going to try 
and organise another DOCV weekend for next year, but 
hopefully a little earlier in the year to catch some better 
weather.  And there may very well be a few who head over 
for the standard sessions that Levi runs with his On Track 
Rider Coaching during January and February.  There are 
even sessions in May and June for those super keen.

If you are interested, let me know and I’ll start planning for 
next year! 

racing mascot.repairs.
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D O C V  E V E N T S

Changes to details and new events may be added 
after Desmoto goes to press, so please check  

www.docv.org and the DOCV Facebook page for the 
latest info before the event.

Please check the docv.org website for any registration 
requirements – some rides require registration to 

ensure adequate catering for meals, etc.

All rides leave on time. Arrive at least 30 minutes 
earlier for a coffee with a full tank. Thanks!

DOCV EVENTS

9 maY 2021
DOG Ride ( Dirty Oliver & Glenn)
https://www.docv.org/event-4172701
Update: date change, it used to be on 25th April.
Getting Down And Dirty With Glenn & Oliver
Departing from The Butlers Pantry Rowville.
The roads will be normal car/motorcycle use unsealed, 
interspersed with transit sealed sections.
If you decide along the way that you have had enough of the 
unsealed, there will be sealed alternatives.
Suitable for all types who don’t mind the back end sliding and 
the front end shaking.

12 MAY 2021
The Long Way by Glenn Loechel
https://www.docv.org/event-4298238
Neerim South to Longwarry the Long Way
Meetup at Country Bean Cafe @ 10.30am and
Join Armando his mate and me
Approx 350km
open to all standards

16 MAY 2021
Armando’s Ride To Lunch
https://www.docv.org/event-4272591
Ride to Lunch with Kathy
Distance will be approximately 160km
We will be riding in a backwards direction as the ride will 
be led by Tail End Charlie Armando starting from The Butlers 
Pantry in Rowville 
Will be an easy ride open to all standards, if you are staying 
for lunch you need to also register for the lunch (separate 
registration)

16 MAY 2021
Kathy Hodge lets lunch
https://www.docv.org/event-4212248
Lets go to Lunch Social event
Ride if you Wish or just meetup for a Social Gathering and 
Lunch at Neerim South Hotel
This is limited to 30 Members and guests

18 MAY 2021
May General Meeting
https://www.docv.org/event-4153518
This is a limited capacity event.
General Meetings are back!  That’s right, we are back to 
meeting in person at the Manningham. 
Meetings kick off at 8pm but you are welcome to come earlier 
to enjoy a meal with other club members and catch up before 
the official activities commence.

19 maY 2021
Si Si Seymour Midweekr
https://www.docv.org/event-4143112
A versatile day that may be extended or reduced according to 
weather. The default is 0930 departure from Diamond Creek, 
break at Yea, lunch at Seymour and return via Broadford. A 
finish at Diamond Creek BP adds to 240 km. Extended or not 
there will be opportunities to leave the ride early via Hume 
Fwy.
Lunch spot is Seymour’s Prince of Wales Hotel
Enquiries: Geoff 0408 533152 or gsalmon@bigpond.net.au

12-13 JUN 2021
Brass Monkey Ride
https://www.docv.org/event-4151219
This is a limited capacity event.
In search for Polar Bears along the Great Ocean Road, 
guaranteed to be cold and more than likely wet Typical Brass 
Monkey Stuff.
1 Night Stay in Port Campbell allowing everyone to defrost 
themselves at home on the Monday
Only a mere 510km weekend away plus commute so not 
massive days suitable for everyone.
Meeting point will be the McDonalds, Maltby Bypass at 9.30am 
Couples registration (Per Person) – $95.00 
Queen rooms Price is per person total price $190 per couple
single registration – $120.00 
Share accommodation with separate bedroom per person

https://www.docv.org/event-4172701
https://www.docv.org/event-4212248
https://www.docv.org/event-4153518
https://www.docv.org/event-4143112
mailto:gsalmon%40bigpond.net.au?subject=
https://www.docv.org/event-4151219
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15 JUN 2021
Annual General Meeting
https://www.docv.org/event-4054672
This is a limited capacity event.
The General Meeting will also host our Annual General 
Meeting where committee positions are up for grabs.
Positions available at the 2021 AGM are:
• President
• Club Captain
• Secretary
• Spares

22 AUG 2021
Bloody Cold, Wet Ride to Tallarook
https://www.docv.org/event-4154796
You know the long, hot Licola ride in February. Well this is 
a cold, wet but short ride to Tallarook in August. They are 
calendar opposite but Indian summer conditions are possible. 
Certainly it is nearing the end of winter and worth a shot for a 
day out of town.
It is a Sunday ride leaving Platters at 9:45. We will fit most of 
the action in the morning including something of the Cobaw 
Ranges and the boulder-strewn, granite country around 
Pyalong. Lunch is at the refurbished Tallarook Hotel and 
followed by a return ride to Healesville.
An ‘easy’ rated day but does include two unsealed roads that 
add to 4 km. Both roads help avoid busy ones as well as make 
for an interesting route. Take comfort they won’t be dusty.
Total distance is 280 km. Leave behind Gortex, thermals and 
Pinlock at your peril.
Enquiries: Geoff 0408 533152 or gsalmon@bigpond.net.au

Keep checking DOCV.ORG  
for new events!

Your DoCV Committee – who to contact if you need help or advice:

President Vice President/
membership Secretary Treasurer Club Captain Desmoto Editor Spares  /  

Club Permits

Mel reynolds rachael alexander Peter Kardaras  evan rubenstein Joe ruspandini Matthias siegel  Daryl grant

All club matters Membership,
Stands in for Pres

Meeting minutes, 
official documents

Payments, accounts 
and advertising

Rides and  
Fun Days Desmoto Spares, tools

and advice

pres@docv.org vicepres@docv.org sec@docv.org treas@docv.org captain@docv.org editor@docv.org spares@docv.org

desmoto vendi

Have you any bikes, parts 
or accessories to sell? 
Send ads to editor@docv.org 

The mystery club identity is of course:  
John lyon

https://www.docv.org/event-4054672
https://www.docv.org/event-4154796
mailto:gsalmon%40bigpond.net.au?subject=
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1. Ride Your Own Ride/Pace: 
The DOCV has riders of many differing skill levels as we 
have no minimum standard of skill required to join (other 
than a valid motorcycle license). 

Do not try and follow someone who is riding above YOUR 
comfortable pace as you may not be able to react to an 
emergency situation as well as they can. If you are pushing 
your limits trying to keep up, you are more likely to come to 
grief and possibly hurt others. The club would rather wait 
for you than you have an accident. 

Know your own limits and ride to them!

3. Corner Marking: 
Firstly, the ‘Lead’ rider and ‘Tail End Charlie’ (TEC) rider/s, 
plus any variation to the standard corner making system, 
are discussed at the riders briefing in the morning. So pay 
attention!

Upon approaching an intersection or turn-off that moves 
away from the current route, the lead rider signals to the 
second rider in the group to stop and wait with their bike 
clearly pointing in the new direction. Only once all other 
riders have passed and the TEC arrives may the corner 
marker move on and so on and so on. 

If something needs to be communicated to a corner marker, 
pull over and TELL them. You NEVER leave the corner till the 
TEC comes through and the TEC does not pass anyone. 

If you pull up at a T intersection and no one is there, STOP. 
It is easier to phone someone rather than trying to find 
someone heading in the wrong direction. 

When on a big ride with lots of turn-off’s the leader rider 
may pull over to regroup. If he stays on the bike, helmet 
and gloves on, do the same. It usually means that we’ll be 
continuing shortly.

5. Formation: 
Formation is mostly used in transit sections and is the way 
everyone rides staggered on alternate sides within a lane, 
one bike in the right hand wheel track, the other, behind and 
in the left hand wheel track and so on. For safety, as the 
speeds rise, so should the gap between riders. 

DO NOT ride side by side in the same lane. Keep to your 
side of the road. Do not move to the other side of the road 
before a corner (even on unmarked roads), it can lead to 
accidents from vehicles coming the other way or from 
someone overtaking you.

2. Petrol: 
When meeting in the morning for a ride, you are expected 
to have a FULL tank of petrol. If one fills up at a servo, we all 
fill up. Use the lead rider as a guide. 

4. Overtaking: 
Riding in a group can be heaps of fun, but it’s also important 
to remember those around for you. All we ask is that you 
have consideration for the whole group when riding. If a 
rider has caught up to you in a twisty section and they have 
their indicator on they are asking nicely to overtake you, 
so help them out, move to the left of your lane (if safe to 
do so) and kick them through. They are most likely quicker 
and would rather not overtake you in a dangerous spot/
manner. And do not race them to the next corner, this is 
very dangerous and will not be tolerated. 

BE PATIENT when you catch up to another rider, especially 
as they will most likely be letting you through momentarily. 
Most reckless overtaking moves happen because someone 
is rushing or trying to keep up. 

Most importantly, NEVER overtake on the left of someone in 
a single lane, only overtake on the right. When overtaking 
someone within the group don’t cut back immediately (if 
possible) and spray them with stones from the centre of the 
road. Avoid overtaking other bikes within the group at high 
speed. They often don’t see you coming and it frightens the 
crap out of them. When passing cars try to avoid overtaking 
as a group. The lead rider may judge their ‘overtake’ so that 
they can pass safely, but it may leave you hung out to dry on 
the wrong side of the road.

6. New members: 
For your first ride, the easiest place to start the day is at 
the back of the pack, regardless of how good a rider you 
may think you are. You most likely will have no idea of what 
people are doing or how fast they are capable of going, so 
this will save you from getting into a sticky situation. 

If you are comfortably keeping up, you can slowly move 
through the pack till you find someone who rides at the 
same pace as you, and generally, this will be a good 
place to stay. Try and avoid overtaking everyone in transit 
sections if it means holding them up in the next twisty 
section.

DUCATI OWNERS CLUB VICTORIA

Riding Etiquette
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BECOME A MEMBER
AND ENJOY THE BENEFITS:

•  Social interaction with other Ducati owners

•  Organised rides on Victoria’s more interesting roads

•   Service days, maintenance/repair/tuning,  
advice from other owners

•  Track days at the Phillip Island GP circuit

•  Monthly club magazine (Desmoto)

•   Discounts from a range of motorcycle  
and accessory retailers

•  Invitations to selected Ducati product launches

More info: www.docv.org

DUCATI OWNERS CLUB
V I C T O R I A



www.docv.org
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