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Like to contribute to Desmoto?

It’s easy – just email the Editor with 
your article or photos or whatever 
you think other DOCV members 
would be interested in. Photos are 
best sent in .jpg format separate of 
the article (ie. don’t embed them in 
the Word doc). Bigger pics are better 
than small ones. All contributions will 
be very gratefully received.

The email address for the Desmoto 
editor is: editor@docv.org

The deadline for Desmoto is always 
the last day of the month, except for 
December because we don’t publish 
a January edition.

Cover picture credit:  Psychs on Bikes, 
somewhere in the outback.
Back page credit:  Rob Labuc
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Disclaimer: Technical articles and comments printed in this magazine are the result of contributions from members. As such, 
the views expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the Ducati Owners Club of Victoria Inc. (DOCV) The material contained 
in this magazine is in the nature of general comment only, and is not advice on any particular matter. The DOCV editorship and 
contributing authors do not accept any responsibility for the consequences of any action taken, or omitted to be taken, by any 

person whether as a member or not, as a consequence of anything contained in, or omitted from, this magazine. Itinerary dates 
and times are subject to last minute variation.

Magazine assembly by Peter Cusworth, Ph 0409 797 023 pcusworth53@gmail.com

Ducati Owners Club of Victoria Inc.
PO Box 16 Box Hill Victoria 3128
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The Manningham, 1 Thompsons Road Bulleen.  

Third  Tuesday of every month (except Jan): 
7.00pm - social catch up and grab a bite to eat; 8.00pm - meeting starts.
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Gerard Porter, Gary Parnaby, Lawrence Gibbs, 
Peter Sack, Stephen Frew, Ralph Green (dec), 
John Slater, Russ Murray.
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editoriale
M a t t h i a s  S i e g e l 

Lockdown lethargy

It feels like I’ve spent more time working on my bikes 
recently than riding them. Largely thanks to restrictions, 
and the miserable winter weather in Victoria probably 

doesn’t help. And there’s this strange lethargy affecting not 
only me, when you’re not able to plan anything because 
next week all the borders could close again. I could really 
use a vacation, but it’s hard to go anywhere, even though 
I’m fully vaccinated. So I’m working on stuff in my garage. 
But whenever I think I fixed everything, something else 
seems to require attention. I never really understood 
people who buy a new bike every 2 or 3 years and have no 
emotional attachment to them, but I’m starting to see the 
point of riding only bikes that are still under warranty. If it 
fails, it’s usually someone else’s problem.

A couple of weeks ago I finally sorted out the Streetfighter 
after a minor mishap (my own fault) earlier this year 
involving a new set of tyres, a cold morning and a 
roundabout on a slope. Amazing how expensive a gear 
pedal for a Ducati can be, and of course, the little rubber 
sleeve costs extra. I then went on a quick shakedown ride 
to Lorne and back over the Otways, only to discover a fork 
seal was leaking badly. So, bike back on stands, brakes off, 
wheel out, forks out and sent off to get them serviced.

Then I thought it was a good idea to use the recent 
lockdown to prep the Hyperstrada for a potential sale, 
flush the coolant and give it a good clean. I’ve also used 
that opportunity to replace the back panel of the front 
fairing, which had broken off in the collision with a wallaby 
earlier this year during the Mini Turismo. Unfortunately I 
discovered in the process that the headlight unit also broke 
– a super expensive part to replace 

Based on past experience with dealers in Australia it 
seems most Ducati parts have to be backordered from 

Italy anyway, so I thought I’ll save myself the hassle of 
calling around this time and order straight from the source 
using Star Twin Motors (oemducati.com) in Europe. The 
experience has been amazing, they’ve managed to source 
even obscure parts within days and ship them out with UPS.

Desmoto
Unfortunately the lockdown in VIC also meant no club rides 
recently, and so this edition is rather thin with no official 
club ride reports. Therefore I’m really grateful that Graeme 
and Francisco sent through a wonderful and long trip report 
with plenty of photos of their recent lap around Australia 
for Psychs on Bikes. I’ve included all of the photos since we 
have the space (digital Desmoto wins again) and I’m sure 
I’m not the only one who is very envious of their experience.

I’m putting a call out here again: if you bought some 
interesting bike gear recently, have a nice Ducati that 
you’re proud of, want to share some workshop knowledge 
or got anything else to say that other Ducati riders might 
find useful, why not write a short article for Desmoto? All 
contributions are welcome.

Ahead of the AGM it also became clear that not everyone 
agrees with the direction of the club or the work of the 
committee. Not all that surprising – in a club with hundreds 
of members you can’t please everyone. However, if there’s 
something you want to get off your chest, or something you 
would like the committee to respond to, why not send a 
‘letter to the editor’ instead of grumbling in the background? 
Desmoto is not a mouthpiece for the committee, anyone 
can publish anything as long as it’s truthful and no personal 
attack and so on. The only edits I usually make in articles 
is find/replace all double-spacing with single-spacing, 
because – and this may come as a shock to some members 
– the age of typewriters is over.
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AGM
It was so great to see many people tune in to the AGM from 
all parts of Victoria. Given the circumstances I think it all 
went really well and the voting feature via the new club 
website is excellent. There’s a lot to learn from it though 
for coming years, and you can read more in the other 
committee reports.

Online is the way to go. If it was my decision, all monthly 
club meetings would be held via Zoom, to be more inclusive 
and allow members from all parts of Victoria to attend. 
We’re the Ducati Owners Club of Victoria, not Melbourne, 
and we can’t expect people from far outside to travel to 
Melbourne during the week. If you want to catch up with 
people you can always go on a club ride, but the official 
meetings shouldn’t be limited to people in Melbourne. We 
could instead have more social events like lunch meetups, 
which can more easily be held in different locations around 
the state each time. That’s actually something already 
happening now.

One of the hot topics in the lead up to the AGM has been 
track days and the money it costs the club to run them. 
There have been plenty of arguments both in favour and 
against it, and even during the AGM in the Zoom chat the 
discussion continued.

You could argue that all members pay a membership fee, 
and then it’s the club’s duty to use that money to offer 
something for everyone. Whether an event returns a profit 
or loses money doesn’t really matter, as long as we break 
even at the end of the financial year.

Regardless of the costs of track days, it’s worth keeping in 
mind that Ducati is fundamentally about racing, and as an 
official DOC club we need to offer something in that area. 
Have you visited Ducati’s website recently? Every single 
model except for the *yawn.. ‘scuse me* Diavel is promoted 
with photos taken on a race track. Even on the Multistrada 
page there’s a photo of one on track. 

Riding a Ducati doesn’t mean you have to ride on track, 
but you need to at least understand that the brand is about 
racing and a significant number of people join our club only 
to get access to track days. We know this because on the 
website we ask people for their interests when they sign 
up, and the committee also runs a program to call new 
members and find out more about their interests.

Enjoy the magazine!

Matthias

Panigale on track.

Streetfighter on track. SuperSport on track.

Hypermotard on track. Monster on track.

Multistrada on track.
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Welcome to July! 

Firstly, I’d like to say a big thank you to all of our 
Committee members who have put in such a huge 
effort to keep things running in what has been a year 

that can only be described as unusual to say the least! We 
pivoted and Zoomed and covered all those buzz words, but 
we’ve come out the other side in a stronger position than 
we started the year in. 

A big thanks Captain Joe who stepped down after leading 
us all on many an awesome ride. It was such a pity that 
your last hurrah of the Brass Monkey ride got kiboshed 
by the dreaded COVID, and this one I was actually around 
for . And welcome to Geoff who steps into the Captain 
shoes. I look forward to new and interesting roads being 
added to the calendar.

We must also acknowledge that this was the first AGM in 
pretty much anyone’s memory (correct me if I’m wrong) 
where we had multiple candidates stand for an election 
position, which is fantastic! A big shout out to both Evan 
and Kathy who also stood for the President role, thank you 
for taking the time to put your hand up and present your 
ideas for the Club. We also had the highest participation in 
voting we have had for a very long time which shows how 
interested many of you are in the running of the Club. We 
have a lot of learnings to take from this year to build into 
future election processes but hopefully this is just the start 
of multiple candidates standing for elected positions.

I have to say, I did take a couple of weeks rest after the 
AGM to not think about Club things at all. Of course, the 
ongoing COVID chaos did make planning what to do during 
this time a little challenging, but what can you do. The 
bloke that lives at my house had to postpone a trip he had 
planned due to border closures and my first foray into 
dirt riding at the Women’s Only Day in the Dirt was also 
postponed due to the last snap lockdown we had. But never 
fear, I’ll try again at the next session on August 8th. And 
yes, I’ve been let loose in an AMX store with the credit card 
unsupervised so I’ve already started collecting dirt gear 
before I’ve even given it a try! I’ll also be at the Women’s 
Only Ride Day the day before to get back into the swing of 
track riding ready for what is shaping up to be a pretty full 

president’s 
report

M e l  R e y n o l d s

calendar of track days in the lead up to Xmas. Penelope is 
going in for a winter freshen up so it will be her first time 
out with some new gear (rearsets and clip on’s) which will 
be fun. Once I’ve worked out where my hands and feet 
have to go of course! So girls, who is going to join me at the 
(road and / or dirt) track?

After a bit of a hiatus, we are back into the swing of getting 
stuff done again. And there is a lot to get working on over 
the winter quiet period, when we aren’t riding so much, to 
set us up ready for the riding season to get back into full 
swing. Some of the things we’ll be working on are;

•  Filling the calendar with all sorts of events from riding to 
technical to social

•  Getting back onto the Fun Day marketing plan and ongoing 
strategy for those days

•  The Membership Sub Committee will continue to look at 
member retention strategies

•  Developing a more formal online strategy for our social 
media presence

•  Working with our industry partners to develop ongoing 
plans to grow the Club and play our role as a key Ducati 
ambassador promoting our favourite brand

• Finalising strategies for managing Club financials 

If anyone has any thoughts to contribute to any of these 
please get in touch with the Committee, and as always if 
you have any ideas for the Club, let us know. Even better, if 
you want to put your hand up to organise something please 
do 

Now I’m off to reorganise the bike I had set to hire for my 
Day in the Dirt so I’ve got something to ride in August. Who 
knows, maybe this will be a new thing for me to add to the 
collection of activities to fill my weekends with, or maybe 
I’ll decide to just stay on the road. Only one way to find out 
though!

Stay safe everyone and see you on the road soon.

Mel
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proportional to the distance of separation. As well I enjoyed 
touring, camping and hanging out at Winton, Hume Weir 
and Calder in an era when race meetings were smaller and 
more numerous.

Life progressed and The Duke was sold in a liquidation that 
helped fund my first house. It was a “renovator’s delight”, 
followed by 3 kids. While my back was turned for 30 years 
motorcycles acquired engine computers, fuel injection, 
ABS and all manner of electronic, Wilsonesque wizardry. 
“Bevel” had become an era, engines hung from trellis 
frames and “pani-gails” produced dyno figures more than 
double my old Z900. I had kept up with none of it. As for 
my first dry clutch encounter, just think of that Batman and 
Robin meme.

My rejuvenated interest was spawned by a friend whose 
uncle had toured overseas. It led to me hiring a few bikes, 
then buying a black, almost new, Monster 1100 Evo. It was 
the nearest thing to where I left off. I joined DOCV not long 
after and most know my history from there. I am blessed to 
have rediscovered something I enjoy so much and to share 
it with a good bunch at DOCV. 

Moving and Shaking
In terms of Committee I don’t have a radical agenda. The 
Club runs well and I won’t be rocking the boat much. We 
have an excellent culture and preserving it is top of the list.

Fun Days are a simmering issue and I hope I am seen as a 
moderate in any developments . I also hope we find better 
ways to attract young members. I am in my 7th year with 
the Club and I suspect the average age has increased by 
something similar. The Fun Day and ageing problems are 
connected and both are important in my view.

Getting our new web site working at full potential is 
something I am enthusiastic about. Also encouraging the 
great work Matthias is doing with online Desmoto. All of 
this puts the cart before the horse, of course of course, as 
you are already stuck with me for two years.

  IlRapportodel 
NuovoCapitano
(or BS from the new bloke)

G e o f f  S a l m o n

Fresh Meat

Well here I am, the oldest Captain in DOCV’s 
history and by ten years I suspect. It is a role to 
be enjoyed – stamina, arthritis and Alzheimer’s 

permitting – but I am mindful of the image I project. Crusty 
buggers on the wrong side of 65 are not an ideal face for 
the Club. This may excuse me from using a 10 year old 
display pic. A search of the computer failed to turn up 
anything recent or decent so the pic will have to do until I 
find a flattering, contemporary one.....and one less likely to 
deter young blood.

A sincere thanks to retiring Captain Joe for his effort over 
the past two years. I know it was a frustrating time with 
Covid. He squeezed in some great events as well doing the 
work for others that had to be cancelled.

It’s All About Me
It is usual for incoming Committee people to say something 
of themselves so I will bulk out the page with this:

I grew up in southern Tasmania and one of many, fortunate 
aspects of that was getting motorbike L’s at 16. It took a few 
extra months to convince my parents but the Xmas Hols of 
‘71 were spent rocking a used but shiny Honda CB175. It 
was the best of times, it was the funnest of times – the price 
of juice at 40 cents per gallon was the only thing that held 
me back.

A string of bikes followed, mostly Japanese, that saw me on 
two wheels for the next decade plus. There were a couple 
of cars interspersed (if you can call a Honda S600 a car 
and not a quad bike, and a XA wagon a car and not a tank) 
but I kept incrementing to bigger and better motorcycles. 
The pinnacle was a black and gold, 1st edition Darmah – 
proudly owned for 3 ½ years and the only bike I have truly 
bought new.

At the time road bikes were about daily transport as much 
as recreation. On weekends I seemed to clock up country 
miles seeing girlfriends of the day, their attraction somehow 
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Acknowledgments
Desmoto would not be possible without contributions 
from our members, partners and other various sources, 
who have put a lot of their time and effort into making this 
edition informative and a good read.

This edition features much appreciated contributions by 
(in no particular order):

Ducati, Graeme Houghton, Francisco Bagulho, the DOCV 
committee & various YouTubers.

Thanks to everybody!

Next Issue 
• Do you own a very 
special Ducati? (Let’s 
be honest, pretty 
much any Ducati 
qualifies…) Why not 
write a portrait about 
your pride and joy for 
Desmoto! Let others 
know what you like 
and don’t like, what 
to look out for when 
buying one.

• Have you been on 
a beautiful bike trip 
recently, perhaps 
overseas (okay, 
not very likely)? 
Why not share your 
experience with other readers!

• Bought some useful new bike gear? Why not write a 
review for Desmoto!

Articles are best sent in as a PDF or Word document. 
Photos ideally in JPEG format, and please include them 
as separate files. For quality reasons larger photos are 
better than smaller ones.

All contributions will be gratefully received.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS: END OF THE MONTH.

editor@docv.org

Gear review request
Bought a nice piece of gear lately? Happy with it?  
Like to tell members about it? Please do!  
Feel free to send us a quick 5 minute review:

•  What is it? Website?  •  Where to get it?
•  How much did it cost?   •  Why is it good?
•  Suggestions for use?  •   Can it be improved?

Coming Attractions
Most agree, it is unrealistic to expect repeats of the 
Herculean efforts by Garry Elphinstone and Stumone Darke 
who personally led events every few weeks in their stints 
as Captain. I am more a Gav/Joe disciple. Many hands 
make light work and a good start has already been made in 
drafting the calendar ahead. Another thank-you to Joe plus 
Neil, Armando, Kathy, Gav, Glenn, Garry, Daryl, Mark and 
John & Caroline so far – no surnames required for that lot of 
contributors. It is more than just making things manageable 
for me. It brings a variety of styles and ideas that can 
only improve what we offer as a Club. The alternative is a 
swag of rides paced by an old fart Captain who invariably 
chooses pubs for lunch.....not that there is anything wrong 
with that if you are thinking of stepping up!

In his closing report Joe commented on waning enthusiasm 
for Sunday rides. I have theories of my own on this, to 
the extent it is true, and while we can’t do much about 
Melbourne’s expanding nanny bubble we can try to up the 
variety and social side of things.

Multi-nighters are ever-popular and the next is Grand 
Final long weekend. The public holiday is Friday, Sept 24 
and the plan is to base ourselves at Rutherglen. It is a 
fresh destination with good riding around the Ovens and 
Kiewa Valleys nearby. It also has excellent, non-riding 
options for couples and those choosing something restful 
on the middle day. The route up will wriggle through the 
Strathbogie and Warby Ranges; home is via Beechworth, 
the Toombullups and Jamieson.

Some Tiger Hunt detail was on the calendar early thanks 
to Dan’s 3rd lockdown. More will be in August Desmoto 
(including links to actual maps, not shitty screen snips!). 
The important things for the moment are that 1) it’s on, 2) it’s 
different and 3) the dates are Fri, Feb 11 – Sun, Feb 20.

Finally, an advance apology. I have planned a holiday to 
New Zealand in March next year that pre-dates any notion 
of running Mini Turismo. Turismo will go ahead of course, 
with a hand from Joe, but my role will be limited. Labour 
Day is Monday, March 14.

Cin Cin,

Geoff

mailto:editor%40docv.org?subject=Desmoto%20contribution
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Tony Brown

Paul Gazzola

Matthew Keig

Alan Lewis

Steve Marino

Mark Newton

Leigh Smith

Justin Untersteiner

James Wallace

New Members

Welcome

treasurer’s
   report

E v a n  R u b e n s t e i n

Club Financial Update

To provide more transparency about the financial 
operation of the club, I will be providing some 
explanatory comments to the monthly financials 

moving forward. Let’s face it – this is pretty boring stuff at 
the best of times – so I will do my best to keep things brief 
and to the point.

The June financials are dominated by two abnormal issues. 
(1) All of the monies collected for the Brass Monkey ride 
that was cancelled due to the recent lockdown had to be 
refunded -  a sizable chunk of money – although we did get 
a full refund from the motel which we had paid previously. 
(2) Wild Apricot, our website and membership system 
provider, notified us of an impending price rise. They did 
offer us the opportunity to lock in our price if we paid a 
year’s fees in advance – a saving of a few hundred dollars. 
Considering that the best interest rates we are able to 
get on our cash at the moment are 0.1% per annum, this 
discount represents an effective interest rate of over 10%. 
So that takes care of almost $3,500 in unusual expenses.

June 2021

Income

   Desmoto 0

   Events -976.00

   Memberships 1,395.00

   Merchandise 0

   Other 0

Total income 419.00

Expenses

   Desmoto 1,312.00

   Events 516.00

   Membership 156.75

   Other 2,791.90

Total Expenses 4776.65

Operating Profit/(Loss) (4,357.65)

The question you’re probably asking is what are all the 
‘other’ expenses?

Well these include all our IT expenses (so the Wild Apricot 
stuff is in here), affiliation fees, bank charges, committee 
expenses, insurance, legal fees, subscriptions and general 
meeting expenses. These expenses are not usually very 
significant and mostly they occur sporadically.

Cash Assets 
Cheque Account

39,424.00

Paypal 1,124.05

Debit Card 1,345.48

Cash reserve 16,784.69

Term Deposit 2 5,272.25

Term Deposit 3 5,281.64
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lettera
 delsegretario

P e t e r  K a r d a r a s

Another Transparent  
and Honest Article….

I am finding myself trying to pull together my thoughts 
about the month that we have just lived through as a 
club, as a state and as a nation to contribute in Desmoto. 

As it is late at night, way beyond my bedtime, I have 
reverted to my work report preparation habit of pouring a 
neat shot of Glenfiddich, to get the creative juices flowing. 
So, with the confidence of a Keith Richards when he too is 
chemically “assisting” his creativity, I shall begin:

ELECTIONS – The Build up to them
Being my first elections as club Secretary, I felt like I did 
before my first ever exams at Uni, this translated to me 
studying the club constitution like a nerd and seeking 
information about every angle of the elections to make sure 
that I don’t get anything wrong. To add to this, we had a 
brand spanking new website we can use its secure polling 
process to run the proxy votes, no reliance on bits of paper 
being scanned/emailed or posted like in the past. We are 
now in the 21st century. Finally! 

Elections – from fun to complex
Going into the election process, having done my homework 
on what had happened so far over the years I was 
approaching the process with the confidence of the US 
soldiers going into Vietnam for the first time. Then the 
complexities hit… Firstly more than 1 candidate were 
nominating for a committee position, in this case 3 club 
members had nominated to become the next club president. 
“no problem” I thought, “we welcome this”, the club 
committee must be doing something right for multiple 
people wanting to become president. Second, the circuit 
breaker lockdown that we had in Melbourne had suddenly 
pushed the in-person AGM to another Zoom meeting! 
Which meant a bunch of factors would have to be thought 
out to ensure that this was as fair a process as possible. I 
believe we got there in the end as plenty of work was done 
in the background by the committee to ensure transparency 
in the AGM and election process.

For a full report of what transpired on the night of the 15th 
a.k.a the boring stuff, please see the dedicated article on 
the following page.

Dramas with the Darmah – the pain continues….
As the May/June snap lockdown was unfolding I was 
hoping that the Darmah engine rebuild was going to 
progress, so we can move the project from the “She’s 
F*&^%d” stage, to the “I have just put it all together and 
am going to test ride it stage”. The lockdown which did not 
allow Lance to get the bike parts to and from the various 
repair places, along with the excitement of the elections, 
took my focus away from the rebuild. From a couple of the 
quotes that have come through already, the parts bill has 
expanded like a COVID lockdown affected waistline to 
nearly $4K. I may need to set up a go fund me page for the 
repairs of this beautifully expensive beast…

Last but not least.. 
“I just bought a “Get 
Better Soon” card 
for one of my racing 
friends. He isn’t sick, I 
just think he needs to 
Get Better.”
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
AND ELECTION REPORT:

The Annual General Meeting of the DOCV was held 
online (via Zoom) on the 15th of June 2021.

As per usual, there were two components to the 
night. One was the June general meeting, chaired by Club 
President Melanie Reynolds, where the committee updated 
the members present with the club related developments 
of the previous month. As was anticipated, this was a 
relatively short meeting as the Elections of the club were to 
take place in the Annual General meeting that followed.

The Annual General meeting was opened by the returning 
officer and chair, Rachael Alexander who welcomed all 
(virtually) present members and the people who were 
nominated for the Positions up for election on the night. She 
outlined the process of the elections which in the first time 
in over 25 years had multiple candidates for a committee 
position. The committee positions up for election this year 
were, Club President, Club Secretary, Club Captain and 
Spares officer. 

As per the previous club elections, the candidates would 
have the opportunity for a short speech, and for these 
elections, 10 minutes were allocated to the candidates, 
who elected to do so, to present their views on why they 
deserved to be in the role they nominated for. After each 
candidate presented 5 minutes were allocated for questions 
from the audience. This year we had three nominees for the 
position of Club President and one candidate nominating for 
all other positions.

To ensure even further fairness in the nights proceedings, 
the order in which the three nominees would present 
was decided by “a random straw “selection method. This 
resulted in the order being determined as follows. Evan 
Rubenstein, Kathy Hodge and Melanie Reynolds was the 
order of the candidates for the presidency presenting.

Once all three candidates finished their presentations and 
answered questions from the audience, the election voting 
process commenced. Even though the club was not new 
to the voting process online- the same happened during 
last year’s lockdown affected club elections, this year the 
integrity of the voting function was ensured by the new 
club website which allowed for club polling that captured 
the data of the voter. This also guaranteed that all members 
who chose to vote in these elections got to vote once only. 

20 minutes were allowed for all club members who wished 
to vote on the night to cast their selections and the vote 
counting and verification was conducted by Rachael 
Alexander, Matthias Siegel, and Joe Ruspandini. The nights 
votes were added to the Proxy votes securely cast on 
the website before the elections and the results have as 
follows.

43 people joined us on the night via Zoom and a record 
number of club members took part in the voting process in 
this year’s elections.

Congratulations to the elected committee members, 
Melanie Reynolds, Peter Kardaras, Geoff Salmon and Daryl 
Grant.
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DOCV AGM Results 2021

Confirm the minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on June 16, 2020

Proxy votes AGM votes Total
For 40 16 56 73.68%
Against 0 0 0 0.00%
Abstain 16 4 20 26.32%

56 20 76

Adopt the Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year ended February 28, 2021

Proxy votes AGM votes Total
For 48 19 67 88.16%
Against 0 0 0 0.00%
Abstain 8 1 9 11.84%

56 20 76

Election of Spares Officer

Proxy votes AGM votes Total
Daryl Grant – Incumbent Spares Officer 55 19 74 97.37%
Abstain 1 1 2 2.63%

56 20 76

Election of Club Captain

Proxy votes AGM votes Total
Geoff Salmon 53 18 71 93.42%
Abstain 3 2 5 6.58%

56 20 76

Election of Secretary

Proxy votes AGM votes Total
Peter Kardaras – Incumbent Secretary 55 19 74 97.37%
Abstain 1 1 2 2.63%

56 20 76

Election of President

Proxy votes AGM votes Total
Melanie Reynolds – Incumbent President 36 16 52 68.42%
Kathryn Hodge 16 2 18 23.68%
Evan Rubenstein 1 2 3 3.95%
Abstain 3 0 3 3.95%

56 20 76
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ADVERTISE HERE
If you are interested in 
becoming a sponsor of DOCV, 
or advertising your business  
or product in DESMOTO, 
please get in touch at treas@
docv.org for more information

CAN YOU GUESS THE MYSTERY CLUB IDENTITY?
Find the answer on one of the following pages.
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 relazione 
dellavicepresidente

R a c h a e l  A l e x a n d e r

This month (in no particular order): 
•  I have had two burst copper pipes, one in a slab and one 

not

•  Had to significantly curtail my beloved hot shower activity 
(due to the aforementioned pipe in the slab)

•  Dealt with a cavalcade of crap running down a driveway

•  Bid a Captain farewell, and welcomed a new one

•  Something that I set free was returned to me

•  Did assorted home renovation work in my non-existent 
spare time

•  Had an existential crisis which culminated in the 
consideration I was some sort of alien

•  Ran an election

•  Had to tell myself at various times to ‘just breathe’.

•  Really started feeling the current government’s various 
nefarious attempts to thwart and dismantle the higher 
education system (thanks so much Scotty from Marketing)

•  Checked in on my Supersport to make sure it had not been 
stolen

•  Had it hammered home that our society generally 
undervalues those who care for others

•  Was buoyed by and grateful for the kindness of others 
which reinforced my belief that in the end only kindness 
matters

•  And was very late getting this report to Matthias

So, we had an election that was not the usual club guided 
democracy … I would like to thank our Super Secretary, 
Peter who did all the background work so I could run it 
successfully on the night. As the Secretary’s role was up for 
election, he could not participate in the proceedings that 
evening. Also, a big thanks to Matthias who worked with 
me on the ballot tally, the preprepared spreadsheets he 
made were invaluable. 

Thanks to all the candidates who stood up for roles. It is 
clear that your passion for the club is strong and that is a 
very valuable commodity. I look forward to working with 
you, whether it be on the committee or generally to make 
the DOCV an even better place to be for members.

Congrats to Mel who retained the Presidential role, who 
from my vantage point has been doing a stellar job in the 
role. There was a lot of background committee work going 
on during Covid that not all members are necessarily privy 
to but take it from me, though she maybe but little, she is 
fierce (in a good way).

Farewell to the is Your Captain Speaking, Joe and thank 
you for your service to the DOCV over the past couple of, 
mostly Covid marred, years. The rides he was able to run 
were crackers. I also enjoyed getting to know his lovely 
wife, Vicky on the most recent Dargo ride. Hopefully you 
now have some more spare time to take your magnificent 
machine, the Streetfighter out and about.

Welcome to Geoff Salmon as our new Captain. He comes 
very highly credentialled into the role having organised 
a few Tassie Tiger Hunts and numerous mid-week rides 
which have all been regimentally organised. He is also very 
handy behind the bars of his ST. I have seen firsthand how 
he can really hustle it through the twisties. I am looking 
forward to having the time to participate in many of his 
rides in the future. 

Also, a big thanks to our merchandise man, Aldo who 
has bevered away with the preparation of our 300 plus 
membership packs. They should be landing in your letterbox 
soon. 

That is, it from me for now, as this is all my addled brain can 
come up with at this time.

Take care out there, take care of each other and keep on 
shining you crazy diamonds.

Rachael
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Things of Beauty
2008 Ducati SportClassic 1000 S

2021 Ducati Monster review
https://youtu.be/ca1jO6ZeKUw

Ducati 

Tube

Multistrada V4S Akrapovic full system
https://youtu.be/l0O4TZD7RnE

Panigale V2: Road vs Race with John McGuinness
https://youtu.be/CYA9KtpY58U
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https://youtu.be/ca1jO6ZeKUw
https://youtu.be/l0O4TZD7RnE
https://youtu.be/CYA9KtpY58U
https://youtu.be/ca1jO6ZeKUw
https://youtu.be/l0O4TZD7RnE
https://youtu.be/CYA9KtpY58U
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NEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWS

Borgo Panigale, Bologna, 9 June 2021

Ducati enriches the Diavel 1260 family for the 2022 
Model Year with the presentation of the new Diavel 
1260 S “Black and Steel”, which will be available in 

dealerships starting from July 2021.

After launching the special Diavel 1260 Lamborghini 
version in November 2020, created in collaboration with the 
Sant’Agata Bolognese car manufacturer, Ducati is further 
expanding the Diavel 1260 family with the arrival of this 
new motorcycle, which is inspired by the concept of the 
Diavel “Materico” presented in 2019 on the occasion of 
the “Beautiful Boldness / Visionary Design” event during 
the Milan Design Week and subsequently put on display at 
MOARD (Motorcycle Art & Design), an exhibition dedicated 
to two-wheel design.

The livery of the Diavel 1260 S “Black and Steel” is 
characterized by the choice of asymmetrical and refined 
graphics that combine glossy grey and matt black as the 
main colours, to which are added sporty touches in yellow, 
including the frame, the lower part of the tail, the dedicated 
seat badge and some details of the bike.

From 10 to 13 June the new Diavel 1260 S “Black and Steel” 
will be exhibited in a world premiere at the 2021 edition of 
the MIMO Motor Show. Enthusiasts will be able to admire it 
inserted in the prestigious setting of Piazza Duomo in Milan 
and join the presentation parade of the motorcycle, which 
will be attended by the Director of the Centro Stile Ducati 
Andrea Ferraresi.

“The Ducati Diavel 1260 family, synonymous with style, 
innovation and performance, has won prestigious 
international design awards such as the “Red Dot Award” 

and the “Good Design Award”. We are really pleased to 
present this new version in Milan, a city that has always 
represented a world benchmark in this sector.” declared 
Andrea Ferraresi “The Diavel 1260 S “Black and Steel” is a 
bike that does not go unnoticed. Its asymmetrical graphics, 
the contrast between matt black, grey and touches of 
yellow have been designed to enhance the power, design 
and sportiness of this bike.”

Unconventional and unmistakable, the Diavel 1260 
combines the performance of a maxi-naked with the 
ergonomics and comfort of a muscle cruiser. The beating 
heart of the bike is the 1262 cc Testastretta DVT engine 
that delivers 162 hp at 9,500 rpm with a flat and full-bodied 
torque curve, which allows scorching acceleration and 
at the same time offers regularity at low revs ideal for 
everyday use or touring. The chassis, characterized by the 
distinctive 240 mm rear tyre, guarantees surprising levels 
of handling and lean angles for the rider, combined with a 
good level of comfort.

The Diavel 1260 S “Black and Steel” joins the S version in 
Thrilling Black & Dark Stealth colour with red frame and 
black wheels. The standard version is available in Dark 
Stealth colour with black frame and black wheels.

On the Ducati.com website there is the “Configurator” 
section which allows you to view the Diavel equipped with 
your favourite Ducati Performance accessories on the 
screen of your PC, tablet or smartphone and to share the 
customized version with the nearest dealer to book a test 
ride.

The presentation video of the Diavel 1260 S “Black and 
Steel” can be viewed at this link.

“LIGHTS ON ME”: NEW “BLACK AND STEEL” 
VERSION FOR THE DIAVEL 1260 S

•  Inspired by the concept 
of the Diavel “Materico”, 
the new livery of the 
bike is characterized by 
asymmetrical and refined 
graphics that combine glossy 
grey, matt black and sporty 
details in yellow

•  The new Diavel 1260 S 
“Black and Steel” will 
be available in Ducati 
dealerships starting from 
July 2021

•  From 10 to 13 June it will be 
possible to admire the new 
Diavel 1260 S on display in 
Piazza Duomo in Milan for 
the MIMO Motor Show Ducati Diavel 1260 S.

https://configurator.ducati.com/bikes/ww/en/diavel
https://youtu.be/imd2lkp6hv8
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A stunning triumph for Michael 
Ruben Rinaldi. The Italian rider 
takes his first victory with the 
Aruba.it Racing - Ducati team 
(second career win in WorldSBK) 
at the end of a race dominated 
from the first to the last lap.

An extraordinary Rinaldi wins the Superpole 
Race and finishes second in a spectacular 
Race-2. Redding has to settle for fourth 
place. After having dominated Race-1, 
Michael Rinaldi tries to complete the perfect 
weekend conquering the Superpole Race 
and then fighting for the hat-trick until the 
last lap in Race-2.

WorldSBK Misano Race 1

WorldSBK Misano Race 2
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NEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWS

THE PANIGALE V4 IS READY TO COMPETE ON ANY 
CIRCUIT WITH DUCATI PERFORMANCE ACCESSORIES

Borgo Panigale (Bologna, Italy), 17 June 2021

The Panigale V4 S is the bike that embodies all the 
essence of Ducati sportiness. In the 2021 version, the 
Borgo Panigale super sports bike is even easier to ride 

and is designed to help the rider achieve top performance 
on the circuit, resulting in an improvement in lap times both 
for the professional and for the amateur. The Panigale V4 
2021 is equipped with two Race Riding Modes, A and B, 
which can be customized by the user and is the only bike 
in the world equipped with ABS Cornering “Only Front” 
developed specifically for maximum performance on the 
track, as well as the lowest levels of electronics settings 
(DTC, DSC and DWC).

To make the Panigale V4 S even more unique and 
performing on track, Ducati offers its fans a series of 
accessories from the Ducati Performance catalogue . 
The accessories contained in the catalogue are designed 
by the Centro Stile Ducati and produced in collaboration 
with selected partners, with the aim of ensuring maximum 
performance and enhancing the typically racing look of the 
bike.

On 30 May, Barni Racing Team rider Luca Salvadori 
demonstrated the Panigale V4 S competitiveness, by 
participating and winning in the 1000 Open category of the 
second round of the MotoEstate 2021 Trophy, one of the 
most popular amateur trophies in Italy. On that occasion, 
the stock Panigale V4 S ridden by Salvadori, equipped 
with a full racing exhaust, Pirelli slick tyres and a series 

of accessories contained in the Ducati Performance 
catalogue, also took pole position, setting the Cremona 
Circuit lap record.

The accessories mounted on Salvadori’s Panigale V4 S 
during the race can be purchased from all dealers in the 
Ducati network. They include the Akrapovič complete 
titanium exhaust group, developed by Ducati Corse 
technicians on the basis of the exhaust mounted on the 
Panigale V4 R used in the Superbike World Championship 
by Scott Redding and Michael Rinaldi; the Rizoma 
adjustable aluminium footpegs, which allow riders to find 
the best possible position for their build and riding style 
and a racing seat in technical fabric, able to offer comfort 
and grip to maximize stability while riding. There are also 
a series of elements made of carbon, such as the front 
mudguard and swingarm cover, but also the number plate 
holder removal cover sets and mirror hole covers, ideal for 
occluding the holes made by the removal of unnecessary 
elements in track use.

These accessories are the same as the ones equipping the 
Panigale V4 S that Ducati Corse riders use to train between 
rounds of the MotoGP and Superbike World Championships.

On the Ducati.com website there is the ‘Configurator’ 
section, a tool designed by the Borgo Panigale 
manufacturer to offer all Ducatisti the possibility of 
customizing their motorcycles, by selecting accessories 
and special parts, which also include magnesium rims and 
a dry clutch.

•  Ducati Performance accessories 
are designed specifically to 
customize the Borgo Panigale 
super sports bike and enhance 
its racing performance and look

•  The stock Panigale V4 S with 
Ducati Performance 
accessories is 
a bike ready to 
race and win

•  The “configurator” 
section is available 
on the Ducati.com 
website which allows 
Ducatisti to make 
the bike unique 

by choosing 
their favourite 

accessories

https://configurator.ducati.com/bikes/ww/en/superbike/panigale-v4-s/9277028?cid=OHCOIJCFXP6BIVZ
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THE VENTILATED DUCATI FABRIC JACKETS FOR SUMMER MOTORCYCLE RIDES
•  A complete range of summer outerwear, from the simplest to the most technical, to meet the needs and comfort of every 

motorcyclist

•  All Ducati ventilated fabric jackets are made of lightweight materials to ensure maximum breathability

Borgo Panigale (Bologna, Italy), 25 June 2021

With the arrival of the summer season, Ducati offers 
all motorcyclists its line of ventilated jackets. 
A series of garments designed with the utmost 

attention to detail to help riders face journeys in total 
freedom even during the hottest period of the year, with 
special regard for comfort and safety.

All Ducati jackets are made of lightweight, breathable 
materials and are characterized by a unique and distinctive 
design. Created in collaboration with the best technical 
clothing brands in the sector, they are equipped exclusively 
with CE certified protectors and are specially designed to 
house the back protector.

The Speed Air C2 fabric jacket, designed by Aldo Drudi and 
made in collaboration with Spidi is a jacket that features 
an interior made of polyester mesh, with a padded collar 
area and comfort mesh. It is 100% ventilated to improve 
perspiration even on the hottest days and represents a 
combination of comfort and safety, thanks to the removable 
protectors on the shoulders and elbows and on the outside 
made of mesh and high tenacity polyester fabric, which 
guarantees the stability of the protections in the event of 
a fall. Safety is optimized by double stitching in the areas 
most exposed to abrasion and by the possibility of inserting 
a back protector. The adjustable width of the waist and the 
lightness of this garment make it extremely comfortable, 
while the connecting hook to the trousers, which keeps it 
in the correct position without exposing the back, offers 

the rider maximum practicality. Inside there is a waterproof 
pocket that allows you to store documents and personal 
effects and enjoy every curve in freedom.

The Flow C3 fabric jacket, designed by Drudi Performance 
exclusively for Ducati, is ideal for summer motorcycle rides. 
This garment is made of lightweight, breathable mesh and 
is available in both male and female versions. The interior 
incorporates Warrior lite protectors on the shoulders and 
elbows and can also accommodate the back protector. 
Thanks to the hook sewn on the back, the jacket can be 
combined with any trousers with belt loops, to prevent the 
back from remaining uncovered while riding. The Flow C3 
jacket is also equipped with a detachable lining consisting 
of a breathable, water-resistant and windproof membrane.

Finally, Ducati offers its fans the Ducati Corse Tex Summer 
C2, a fabric jacket with a lively design, born from the 
collaboration between the Borgo Panigale motorcycle 
manufacturer and Dainese. Made from a mix of mesh and 
lightweight fabric, the jacket is equipped with a removable 
inner windproof lining and is specially designed for hot-
humid climates and for the summer season. The result is a 
highly ventilated garment, equipped with aluminium inserts 
on the shoulders, composite protectors on the elbows and 
designed to house the Wave or Manis G2 back protector.

These Ducati summer offers are available in Ducati network 
dealers or online by visiting shop.ducati.com

Ducati Corse Tex Summer C2 Ducati Speed Air C2 Flow C3 Giacca in tessuto

https://shop.ducati.com/it/en/motorcycle-clothes/cloth-jackets.html
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MYDUCATI APP EVOLVES WITH THE NEW 
“MAINTENANCE” SECTION
•  With the MyDucati App, the Borgo Panigale motorcycle 

manufacturer offers Ducatisti a tailor-made experience 
and privileged access to the Ducati universe

•  The new section dedicated to maintenance underlines 
Ducati’s commitment to always offer maximum 
transparency to Ducatisti

•  In the new area it is possible to consult the maintenance 
history of your motorcycle, view scheduled servicing and 
be informed about updates

Borgo Panigale (Bologna, Italy), 24 June 2021

MyDucati App, the mobile application that allows 
all enthusiasts to stay always connected with the 
Ducati world, undergoes a further evolution and 

now introduces the new “Maintenance” section.

The introduction of a section dedicated to maintenance 
underlines Ducati’s commitment to always offer maximum 
transparency to Ducatisti, providing all the information and 
services necessary to meet their needs, contributing to 
maintaining the value of their bikes. In this section, each 
Ducatista will find all the routine maintenance operations 
carried out on his motorcycle starting from July 2019 with 
the official Ducati network.

Thanks to the new function, it is possible to consult the 
maintenance history of each motorcycle, view the service 
interventions carried out, those scheduled for the future 
and be informed in real time about available updates and 
any campaigns.

With MyDucati App, the Borgo Panigale motorcycle 
manufacturer offers Ducatisti a tailor-made experience and 
privileged access to the Ducati universe.

In addition to the new section dedicated to maintenance, 
the app offers many other features. In the Garage area, 
owners can consult the documentation of their motorcycles 
at any time and always have the Ducati Card – the 
official document as a Ducatista – in their pocket. Here, 
enthusiasts can also configure the Ducati of their dreams, 
save it and share it with friends and their trusted dealer.

In the space dedicated to Ducati Dealers, it is possible to 
find the closest dealer based on geolocation, consult the 
services available and save it as a favourite to contact him 
quickly or make an appointment for a test ride. In the News 
area, Ducatisti can access in real time all the information 
on new services and events organized by Ducati and 
around the world.

The app also has a section 
reserved for the official Ducati 
Clubs (DOC) community, 
where members of the Clubs 
can share their passion for 
Ducati and take advantage of 
all the initiatives and benefits 
reserved for them.

MyDucati App is available for 
iOS and Android, and can be 
downloaded for free from the 
Apple Store and Play Store. 
Users already registered with 
MyDucati can access the app 
with the same credentials 
they use on the web. For 
more information, see the 
dedicated web page.

https://www.ducati.com/ww/en/home/myducati-app
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Psychs on Bikes is a registered charity established 
about ten years ago by Sydney psychiatrist Dr Joe 
Dunn. Joe and some friends and relatives thought 

that a ride across the Nullabor would be a good adventure 
and it occurred to them that, if they were going to thrash 
around remote areas of Australia where mental ill health 
is more prevalent and less well managed and suicide 
rates are about 40% higher than in the cities, they might 
be able to do something useful for local communities. It 
concentrates particularly on men’s health because men are 
at greater risk of suicide and, in general, less willing than 
women to discuss their emotional well-being.

Psychs on Bikes is now a national organisation whose 
members are predominantly mental health professionals. 
It educates local health service providers and community 
groups about mental health and undertakes health checks 

to identify people who might be at risk or have undiagnosed 
conditions, including high blood pressure or high blood 
sugar.

It has an annual Big Ride which is usually a response to 
an invitation from an organisation concerned about mental 
health. Annual Big Rides have taken us around Tasmania 
(twice), up to Darwin (twice), around Victoria, around 
South-East Queensland and from Cottesloe to Bondi (at 
least twice). This year, PoB was invited to cattle stations in 
the Northern Territory to talk to the station hands and other 
members of staff. 

President Joe stated the obvious in a pre-ride zoom 
meeting: ‘there will be a few wet days and dropped bikes.’ 
We were of course conscious that state borders might be 
closed, or we might have mechanical problems or crashes 
preventing us from completing the Big Lap. Adverse 

‘Psychs on Bikes’ Big Lap
Words by Graeme Houghton,  
Photos by Francisco Bagulho & Graeme Houghton
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event #1 occurred a week before we left when one of the 
psychiatrists in the group found that his ‘chest discomfort’ 
was the result of occluded arteries and he would need to 
withdraw to have angioplasty. 

The preparation included developing a Covid Safe Plan, 
appointing a Covid Nurse, covid tests (and immunisation 
for those who were eligible) motorcycle maintenance, 
a refresher Stay Upright course and a course in first aid 
in remote areas. Graeme had some helpful advice from 
DOCV members about things to take in case of mechanical 
problems but he finally opted to take the advice of a 
motorcycle mechanic who said ‘if anything goes wrong 
with a Ducati, put it on a truck’!

About 15 bikes from three states met in Augathella in 
Queensland. They included Graeme Houghton’s 2014 Multi 

and Francisco Baghulo’s 2021 Multi (with Anne Hassett as 
pillion).

We were being followed by a film crew who also recorded 
our preparations. Several Victorian riders left Melbourne 
in late April to travel up the east coast but the two Multis 
and a Honda left North Fitzroy on 1st May to head to 
Narrandera, Nyngen, Cunnamulla and, after the rendezvous 
in Augathella, Blackall, Longreach, Kynuna and Mount Isa. 
Then to Camooweal and on to the Brunette Downs cattle 
station.

On some of the narrow roads, you learn to watch for 
oncoming road trains and prepare to find a smooth area 
of shoulder to wait on until you can have another turn on 
the bitumen. Those trucks are fast and they aren’t going to 
move over for a motorcycle – and you wouldn’t want them 
to!



28  DESMOTO    JULY 2021

P S Y C H S  O N  B I K E S ’  B I G  L A P

At this stage of the journey we were working with the 
Western Queensland Primary Health Network and they had 
arranged several worthwhile meetings with locals.

There were no checks of our ‘covid credentials’ at either 
the NSW or Queensland borders.

By now, we’d had the first of our ‘side trips’: a visit to the 
Stockman’s Hall of Fame and the Qantas Founders Museum 
at Longreach.

We had to be careful about fuel on some of the legs but 
we managed without having to dip into our small reserves 
– mainly be slowing down or ducking below the screen to 
reduce air resistance. 

The station hands do their mustering with helicopters, 
horses and small capacity motorcycles, and they enjoyed 
borrowing a few of the road bikes and thrashing them. 

Some of the local aboriginal kids enjoyed some fairly docile 
pillion riding.

We had our customary Conference in Mt Isa. The clinicians 
in the group talked about developments in their fields 
and a talk by one of the nurses who works with patients 
accessing the Victorian Voluntary Assisted Dying legislation 
was particularly timely and interesting.

We split into two groups to leave Brunette Downs (12,000 
sq km and 110,000 head of Brahman and Santa Gertrudis) 
with six bikes heading to Renner Springs over the unsealed 
Barkly Stock Route. This was supposed to be a bit faster 
than taking the longer route on sealed roads but it didn’t 
work out that way. One of the (female) riders suffered 
adverse event #2 when she crashed at about 80kph and 
wrote off her BMW. She suffered extensive bruising but 
was almost immediately on the phone to arrange to pick up 
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a new BMW 750 in Darwin. It was a 40th anniversary model 
with yellow trim and her fingernails and toenails were soon 
painted to match.

The next stop was Newcastle Waters station and then we 
visited a local school to kick a footy with the kids and share 
breakfast with them. One of the kids had brand new footy 
boots but took them off to play barefoot with the others.

Then on to Daly Waters where members of staff from 
two stations came in for health checks. Graeme is not a 
mental health worker but he is assigned to measure body 
mass index and is accustomed to hearing his customers 
say ‘I know I need to lose some weight, mate’…and they 
are usually right. Not so at the cattle stations where the 
physical activity keeps the young station hands in good 
shape. Each of them had a chat, for as long as they needed, 
with a psychiatrist, psychologist or mental health nurse 

about their emotional wellbeing. About 40% of the station 
hands are female.

Three times along the way we met “two sheilas on a 
bicycle” (their term) who were cycling a very long way from 
somewhere to somewhere else through hot, dry country. 

At one of the stations, a very experienced rider gave a 
young woman, Ali, her first ever taste of motorcycle riding, 
as pillion on a BMW, touching a top speed of 213 kph. 

We had a police escort, with lights and sirens, into Elliott 
where the local copper (from Nepal) cooked us lunch at the 
school.

Next stop was Katherine where most of the group met the 
parents of Dolly Everett, the 14 year-old girl who took her 
life in 2018 after being continually bullied. Her death had an 
especially big impact in the Territory. 

DESMOTO    JULY 2021
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Adverse event #3 hit two or three of us in the form of a 
gastric bug which required a bit of time in bed – fortunately 
when we didn’t have to be on the bikes.

Next was Darwin where several bikes were booked for 
maintenance – a tyre change for Graeme’s Multi. He’s not 
recommending NT Motorcycle Centre. Several phone calls 
and emails were required to confirm that he would have 
Michelin Road 5s, exchanging ‘like-for-like’ so the ABS and 
DTC settings would be appropriate. They gave him a pair of 
Dunlops.

Another side trip for Graeme was RAAF Tindal which is the 
base for 75 Squadron – his father’s old WWII unit. They fly 
Hornets but are converting to F35s.

The reality of covid caught us in Katherine where we filled 
out our complex applications to enter WA. We hadn’t had to 

stop at the NSW, Qld or NT borders but, at the WA border, 
there was a heavy police presence checking our approvals 
to enter the state and when Graeme said ‘they’re taking this 
seriously if they have coppers on the job’ the reply was ‘I’m 
a detective’!

Needless to say, this part of the trip was hot and the 
landscape is decorated with boabs and termite hills.

On to Kununurra and, if we’d been just a bit better 
organised, we could have taken an early morning flight over 
the Bungle Bungles.

Adverse event #4 occurred on the way into Fitzroy Crossing. 
Graeme turned off to Ngumpan Cliff for the view and a 
break in the shade. It was a short ride up a compacted, red 
dirt road. Coming down, no more than 3m from the bitumen 
he rode into very fine red sand and, when he tried to turn 
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the bike, it tipped him off. He has a bruised ankle and bit of 
limp and a bent gear shifter. 

After Port Hedland, adverse event #5 hit Francisco and 
Anne on their new Multistrada: a flat tyre a long way from 
anywhere. Fortunately, some of the experienced people in 
our group rallied around, effected a temporary fix, found a 
suitable tyre and got them back on the road.

While walking along the road to find what caused the 
puncture, one of the group came across a new Australian 
passport. There wasn’t an opportunity to hand it to the 
police so the finder of the passport found its owner on 
Facebook. He had recently broken up with his girlfriend 
and the passport was in his car which had been stolen. 
He needed it for his work and was very relieved to have it 
returned.

President Joe gave us a very minor adverse event #6 when 
he tipped his Kawasaki over in the soft dirt at the Nanutarra 
Roadhouse. It’s the second time he’s dropped a bike in 
about 35 years of riding.

The next side trip was the road north to Exmouth for the 
unforgettable experience of swimming with whale sharks. 
In Exmouth, a couple of Victorians got text messages saying 
they were required to have a covid test within 48 hours and 
isolate themselves until they had negative results. That 
seemed ridiculous, given that we had left Victoria a full 
month earlier and well before the latest Victorian lockdown 
but Graeme got a test in Carnarvon and a negative result a 
few days later. Nobody stopped to quarantine themselves. 

Then Carnarvon to Geraldton in the rain, with a stop for a 
brilliant lunch of lobster rolls in Jurien Bay and then a visit 
to see Ian Boyd’s collection of Vincent motorcycles, which 
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is said to be the largest in the World. We also connected 
with a couple of (female) Western Australian Psychs on 
Bikes who accompanied us across the Nullabor, and a 
couple of blokes from Ride4Life, an offshoot of Black Dog 
Rides.

Perth provided the opportunity for more bike maintenance: 
a new chain and fork seal for Graeme and a tyre for 
Francisco. It was also the opportunity for Graeme to take a 
day trip to Rottnest Island. Perhaps adverse event #7 was 
the refusal of the Rocket III to start on a very cold Perth 
morning. It was a brief problem because, after looking 
unhelpful for a few minutes, the rider’s auxiliary starter 
battery did the job.

We visited several Men’s Sheds on the journey and the one 
at Quairading was particularly interesting for its collection 

of a couple of dozen old tractors. Strangely, there was not a 
single Massey Ferguson among them.

Another short side trip was Wave Rock, out of Hyden. 
After Hyden it was east on the Great Eastern Highway 
to Southern Cross for fuel, lunch and adverse event #8! 
Graeme put about five litres of diesel in his tank. Unlike 
every other fuel station the group had stopped at, BP did 
not have the warnings, let alone the preventive measures, 
to avoid this mistake. Graeme was informed by a motor 
mechanic who gave us a little help that ‘it happens all the 
time’ at that BP station and complaints to BP have had no 
effect. We unscrewed most of the fairing on the bike in an 
attempt to drain the tank from the bottom but, when we 
couldn’t find out which hose went where, and with no way 
of disconnecting them, we took the advice of said motor 
mechanic and siphoned the tank to nearly empty swished 
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some petrol into it, siphoned it again and, finally, filled up 
with premium ULP. It’s been fine ever since.

Kalgoorlie was next and we took a side trip through the tiny, 
old town of Menzies to Lake Ballard. The only thing open in 
Menzies was the Information office where we bought chips 
and water. No coffee anywhere. In 2003, the 51 citizens of 
Menzies stripped so they could be sculpted for the Perth 
Arts Festival and the sculptures are still there on the dry, 
salt lake. 

On the ride out of Kalgoorlie, we took a very short detour to 
see the Super Pit, a vast, open cut gold mine created when 
Alan Bond decided that all the small, underground mines 
should be bought out and turned into an open cut operation. 
It’s about 3.7 x 1.5km and 480 metres deep.

Then it was across the Nullabor with overnight stops at 
Belladonia, Eucla and Ceduna. Several of us planned to go 
south to Port Lincoln for a cage dive with the great white 
sharks but the wind was extreme and there were heavy 
showers of rain so we cancelled our dive, stayed in Ceduna 
and ate their brilliant oysters.

That was probably adverse event #9 and #10 was when 
one of the Victorians’ very old but very well-maintained 
Harley Davidsons started running rough. It had previously 
been around Australia (and a lot of Europe) so it was left in 
Ceduna, to be recovered later.

Then the two Multis went their separate ways, with 
Francisco and Anne lingering in Ceduna and taking their 
time to visit the Flinders Ranges and the Clare Valley while 
Graeme (and Sue on her new BMW 750) had an uneventful 
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run back to North Fitzroy and St Kilda respectively. We had 
formal approval to enter Victoria but no-one checked as we 
did so.

Graeme reports that he had no idea the Australia had 
such an excellent network of roads in remote areas. Apart 
from a small navigation error that put the two Multis and 
a Honda on about 70km of unsealed road, the group was 
able to travel at high speed on bitumen almost everywhere. 
Graeme’s trip computer re-set itself to zero after 10,000 km 
but his journey totalled 13,400 km and he thinks his average 
speed was about 102 kph – it was certainly over 100.

It was a great adventure but, given the need to overcome 
adverse events, we are not recommending that anyone 
emulates the two solo riders who were on their own Big 
Laps. The two Ducatis performed beautifully!
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desmoto vendi

Have you any bikes, parts 
or accessories to sell? 
Send ads to editor@docv.org 

Ducati Dainese leather one-piece suit. Dainese leather 
suit, made in Italy. Excellent condition, totally unmarked. 
Size Euro 54. Suit up to 175cm height . Inner leg ~80cm. 
Collar to crotch ~73cm. Waist ~110cm. Removable 
protection. $380 ONO. Call Allan 0413 884 392 Wheelers Hill.

Scrambler Termignoni muffler. Suit 800cc Classic, Icon, 
urban etc. As new, no scratches. $300 ono. Stu 0417 059 
689 Surrey Hills Melb.

Changes to details and new events may be added 
after Desmoto goes to press, so please check  

www.docv.org and the DOCV Facebook page for the 
latest info before the event.

Please check the docv.org website for any registration 
requirements – some rides require registration to 

ensure adequate catering for meals, etc.

All rides leave on time. Arrive at least 30 minutes 
earlier for a coffee with a full tank. Thanks!

DOCV EVENTS

11 JUL 2021
Ride to Brekky II - Kinglake West 
https://docv.org/event-4398576
This is a second attempt at a casual winter event designed 
as low commitment and social. Give the bike a run, meet up 
at a decent breakfast place on the outskirts and be home by 
midday/early afternoon. Or something may develop depending 
on who turns up and weather. We may run a few of these if 
there is interest. This is a northerly one to Kinglake West - far 
enough to blow away the cobwebs, not too far to allow family 
time or a home project afterwards.
Self-navigate or organise your own thing to arrive at Flying 
Tarts Bakery from 9:30. It is a relaxed morning with no hurry to 
go anywhere after that.
***PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS WELCOME***
Registration is for table planning and general expectation only.

20 JUL 2021
July General Meeting 
https://docv.org/event-4329336
General Meeting’s are back to in person at the Manningham ( 1 
Thompsons Road Bulleen).
Meetings kick off at 8pm but you are welcome to come 
earlier to enjoy a meal with other club members and catch up 
before the official activities commence.  Please register your 
attendance if you are coming along.
This month’s Guest Speaker will be Evan from Jay Leno’s 
Garage Australia. https://jaylenosgarage.com.au/

https://docv.org/event-4398576
https://docv.org/event-4329336
https://jaylenosgarage.com.au/
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21 JUL 2021
Midwinter Midweek 
https://docv.org/event-4363648
This is a midwinter ride that is kept short for that reason. It 
leaves Rowville at 10:00 and takes the back way via Neerim for 
lunch at Drouin West’s Robin Hood Inn.
We can extend if conditions are hot and sultry otherwise the 
return is semi-direct for an early finish at Pakenham.
Changes will be advised directly to those registered.

25 JUL 2021
Jerusalem Creek 
https://docv.org/event-4367698
This one starts and finishes at Healesville with lunch at Eildon’s 
Jerusalem Creek Marina. The morning leg is 140 km and 
includes a coffee stop at Yea. The afternoon is more direct 
making a winter-friendly total of 230 km, plus commutes.
Please register in advance, cancel if you need to, start with a 
full tank blah, blah... captain@docv.org  or 0408 533152

8 AUG 2021
Neil’s Easy Ride to Neerim Sth for pie or quiche 
https://docv.org/event-4377922
This is a an easy day ride hosted by ex-Pres Neil Larson.
It’s cold in August so we’ll have a sleep in and depart mid-
morning (10 am sharp) from the Butler’s Pantry, then to Yarra 
Junction for a quick toilet stop, and on to Neerim South for a 
warming pie/quiche/insert your favorite baked good here.
Return to Launching Place via the same route (ETA around 2 
pm), then make your way home from there. 
The roads are a mix of outer urban, twisty and open country 
roads. If you’re a confident rider then this ride will suit you fine. 
Winter temps will mean that we’ll keep moving. ie. we’ll have 
shortish stops so we can get back home to a warm fire by mid-
afternoon. Any questions, please contact me via Captain Geoff.

22 AUG 2021
Bloody Cold, Wet Ride to Tallarook 
https://docv.org/event-4154796
You know the long, hot Licola ride in February. Well this 
is a cold, wet but short ride to Tallarook in August. They are 
calendar opposite but Indian summer conditions are possible. 
Certainly it is nearing the end of winter and worth a shot for a 
day out of town.
It is a Sunday ride leaving Platters at 9:45. We will fit most of 
the action in the morning including something of the Cobaw 
Ranges and the boulder-strewn, granite country around 
Pyalong. Lunch is at the refurbished Tallarook Hotel and 
followed by a return ride to Healesville.
An ‘easy’ rated day but does include two unsealed roads that 
add to 4 km. Both roads help avoid busy ones as well as make 
for an interesting route. Take comfort they won’t be dusty.
Total distance is 280 km. Leave behind Gortex, thermals and 
Pinlock at your peril.
Enquiries: Geoff 0408 533152 or gsalmon@bigpond.net.au

Keep checking DOCV.ORG  
for new events!

12 SEP 2021
Evan’s New Member/ Introductory Ride 
https://docv.org/event-4370465
This a second ride for 2021 hosted by Club Treasurer Evan 
Rubenstein and designed for new members or members that 
have not been on a club ride yet. We understand your first ride 
with the club can be a bit intimidating and this is about easing 
you in.
Detail is yet to be announced but expect an “Easy Ride” that 
is a bit shorter than a typical club ride. It will have all the usual 
elements that make for a great DOCV day.
Established members are encouraged to get involved in the 
spirit of the event.

15 SEP 2021
Rubicon Rumba Midweek 
https://docv.org/event-4369744
Armando will engineer a morning that gets us to Thornton’s 
Rubicon Hotel for a timely lunch. You can be sure he will test 
ride it at least once. More detail after that.

24 SEP 2021
Grand Final Weekend - Rutherglen 
https://docv.org/event-4354982
This is a teaser until registration is able to open.
Our base this year is Rutherglen. The journey up is via the 
Strathbogie and Warby Ranges – about 380 km and a better 
mix of riding than you might expect. It is a popular destination 
and the outward route is bound to include fresh territory for 
some. The return is 365 km via Beechworth, Whitfield and Lake 
Eildon’s dark side. Start and finish is Healesville.
Grand Final day itself is one of options. You can rule yourself 
out for selection and instead visit a winery or three, various 
foodie places, the Murray River around Corowa or perhaps 
range south for some gold history at Chiltern, Eldorado and 
Beechworth. Or you can run through the banner with the team 
– a day spent in the Ovens and Kiewa Valleys and back in time 
for the 4th quarter bounce. There are choices depending on 
weather, who is playing and personal form after Friday night.

3 OCT 2021
Marysville Lunch with Kathy 
https://docv.org/event-4370152
This is another social lunch hosted by Kathy Hodge. It is 
intended as a short, sharp ride if you wish, or a drive allowing 
partners to get involved. Previous lunches have been well 
attended by other halves.
The venue for this one is Marysville’s Duck Inn.
The day is limited to 30 Members and guests, meeting there, 
registrations close after Sept 30.

https://docv.org/event-4363648
https://docv.org/event-4367698
mailto:captain%40docv.org?subject=
https://docv.org/event-4377922
https://docv.org/event-4154796
mailto:gsalmon%40bigpond.net.au?subject=
https://docv.org/event-4370465
https://docv.org/event-4369744
https://docv.org/event-4354982
https://docv.org/event-4370152
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8 OCT 2021
NSW Thunder Rally 
https://docv.org/event-4343643
DOCNSW’s Thunder Rally is scheduled for October 8-10 this 
year. It is again at Nundle and not to be confused with a 40th 
anniversary lead-in event at Lake Cargelligo (Oct 6-7).
An unofficial DOCV contingent is traveling up for the Rally. 
It is unofficial because first option was given to members of 
our 2017 and 2019 groups and the quota filled without actually 
opening to the wider Club.
This is an opportunity to self-organise a second group. Help 
is available with proven itineraries of around 8 nights as well 
as tips based on 2017/19 experience. Nundle is an appealing 
gold era town and the rally site at Sheba Dams is particularly 
attractive. The two groups would overlap there on Sat 9th then 
continue independently.
Staying in smaller towns is one reason the trip does not work 
for a large, consolidated group. Whether you are into old style 
rallies or not it is a great excuse to venture north and explore 
some of NSW’s best roads.
Non-camping options are available at Nundle if booked early. 
Alternatively the Rally works with a rest day at Tamworth 
(followed or preceded with the option of Oxley Hwy).
The event is in support of NSW Royal Rehab Centre and Rally 
registration includes a T shirt offer.
To be clear this is an offer to assist a second DOCV group. 
You are registering interest to join the group, it is not a 
commitment. It will require someone keen to emerge and run 
with the idea. The route and accommodation research is done 
if you choose to use it.
Further information: Geoff 0408 533152 or gsalmon@bigpond.
net.au

10 OCT 2021
Neil’s Easy Ride Place Holder 
https://docv.org/event-4156357
All Details to Follow

Your DOCV Committee – who to contact if you need help or advice:

President Vice President/
membership Secretary Treasurer Club Captain Desmoto Editor Spares  /  

Club Permits

Mel Reynolds Rachael Alexander Peter Kardaras  Evan Rubenstein Geoff Salmon Matthias Siegel  Daryl Grant

All club matters Membership,
Stands in for Pres

Meeting minutes, 
official documents

Payments, accounts 
and advertising

Rides and  
Fun Days Desmoto Spares, tools

and advice

pres@docv.org vicepres@docv.org sec@docv.org treas@docv.org captain@docv.org editor@docv.org spares@docv.org

The mystery club identity is of course:  
STOIMEN STOJANOV

24 OCT 2021
Not the Phillip Island Moto GP 
https://docv.org/event-4391652
Moto GP is cancelled for the second year running but we will 
take up the slack with a ride to Walhalla.

6 NOV 2021
Neil’s Jaunt to Euroa 
https://docv.org/event-4156345
Follow Neil around his backyard for an overnight stay at Euroa
Details to Come

14 NOV 2021
GODAD - Glenn & Oliver Down and Dirty 
https://docv.org/event-4370475
Getting Down And Dirty With Glenn & Oliver
Departing from Pakenham
This event will be weather dependant
The roads will be normal car/motorcycle use unsealed, 
interspersed with transit sealed sections.
If you decide along the way that you have had enough of the 
unsealed, there will be sealed alternatives.
Suitable for all types who don’t mind the back end sliding and 
the front end shaking. Finish at Longwarry.

https://docv.org/event-4343643
mailto:gsalmon%40bigpond.net.au?subject=
mailto:gsalmon%40bigpond.net.au?subject=
https://docv.org/event-4156357
https://docv.org/event-4391652
https://docv.org/event-4156345
https://docv.org/event-4370475
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1. Ride Your Own Ride/Pace: 
The DOCV has riders of many differing skill levels as we 
have no minimum standard of skill required to join (other 
than a valid motorcycle license). 

Do not try and follow someone who is riding above YOUR 
comfortable pace as you may not be able to react to an 
emergency situation as well as they can. If you are pushing 
your limits trying to keep up, you are more likely to come to 
grief and possibly hurt others. The club would rather wait 
for you than you have an accident. 

Know your own limits and ride to them!

3. Corner Marking: 
Firstly, the ‘Lead’ rider and ‘Tail End Charlie’ (TEC) rider/s, 
plus any variation to the standard corner making system, 
are discussed at the riders briefing in the morning. So pay 
attention!

Upon approaching an intersection or turn-off that moves 
away from the current route, the lead rider signals to the 
second rider in the group to stop and wait with their bike 
clearly pointing in the new direction. Only once all other 
riders have passed and the TEC arrives may the corner 
marker move on and so on and so on. 

If something needs to be communicated to a corner marker, 
pull over and TELL them. You NEVER leave the corner till the 
TEC comes through and the TEC does not pass anyone. 

If you pull up at a T intersection and no one is there, STOP. 
It is easier to phone someone rather than trying to find 
someone heading in the wrong direction. 

When on a big ride with lots of turn-off’s the leader rider 
may pull over to regroup. If he stays on the bike, helmet 
and gloves on, do the same. It usually means that we’ll be 
continuing shortly.

5. Formation: 
Formation is mostly used in transit sections and is the way 
everyone rides staggered on alternate sides within a lane, 
one bike in the right hand wheel track, the other, behind and 
in the left hand wheel track and so on. For safety, as the 
speeds rise, so should the gap between riders. 

DO NOT ride side by side in the same lane. Keep to your 
side of the road. Do not move to the other side of the road 
before a corner (even on unmarked roads), it can lead to 
accidents from vehicles coming the other way or from 
someone overtaking you.

2. Petrol: 
When meeting in the morning for a ride, you are expected 
to have a FULL tank of petrol. If one fills up at a servo, we all 
fill up. Use the lead rider as a guide. 

4. Overtaking: 
Riding in a group can be heaps of fun, but it’s also important 
to remember those around for you. All we ask is that you 
have consideration for the whole group when riding. If a 
rider has caught up to you in a twisty section and they have 
their indicator on they are asking nicely to overtake you, 
so help them out, move to the left of your lane (if safe to 
do so) and kick them through. They are most likely quicker 
and would rather not overtake you in a dangerous spot/
manner. And do not race them to the next corner, this is 
very dangerous and will not be tolerated. 

BE PATIENT when you catch up to another rider, especially 
as they will most likely be letting you through momentarily. 
Most reckless overtaking moves happen because someone 
is rushing or trying to keep up. 

Most importantly, NEVER overtake on the left of someone in 
a single lane, only overtake on the right. When overtaking 
someone within the group don’t cut back immediately (if 
possible) and spray them with stones from the centre of the 
road. Avoid overtaking other bikes within the group at high 
speed. They often don’t see you coming and it frightens the 
crap out of them. When passing cars try to avoid overtaking 
as a group. The lead rider may judge their ‘overtake’ so that 
they can pass safely, but it may leave you hung out to dry on 
the wrong side of the road.

6. New members: 
For your first ride, the easiest place to start the day is at 
the back of the pack, regardless of how good a rider you 
may think you are. You most likely will have no idea of what 
people are doing or how fast they are capable of going, so 
this will save you from getting into a sticky situation. 

If you are comfortably keeping up, you can slowly move 
through the pack till you find someone who rides at the 
same pace as you, and generally, this will be a good 
place to stay. Try and avoid overtaking everyone in transit 
sections if it means holding them up in the next twisty 
section.

DUCATI OWNERS CLUB VICTORIA

Riding Etiquette
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BECOME A MEMBER
AND ENJOY THE BENEFITS:

•  Social interaction with other Ducati owners

•  Organised rides on Victoria’s more interesting roads

•   Service days, maintenance/repair/tuning,  
advice from other owners

•  Track days at the Phillip Island GP circuit

•  Monthly club magazine (Desmoto)

•   Discounts from a range of motorcycle  
and accessory retailers

•  Invitations to selected Ducati product launches

More Info: www.docv.org

DUCATI OWNERS CLUB
V I C T O R I A



www.docv.org


