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Like to contribute to Desmoto?

It’s easy – just email the Editor with 
your article or photos or whatever 
you think other DOCV members 
would be interested in. Photos are 
best sent in .jpg format separate of 
the article (ie. don’t embed them in 
the Word doc). Bigger pics are better 
than small ones. All contributions will 
be very gratefully received.

The email address for the Desmoto 
editor is: editor@docv.org

The deadline for Desmoto is always 
the last day of the month, except for 
December because we don’t publish 
a January edition.

Cover picture credit:  Editor’s Streetfighter 
848 on the Great Ocean Road, during a 
brief window between lockdowns.
Back page credit:  Rob Labuc
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Disclaimer: Technical articles and comments printed in this magazine are the result of contributions from members. As such, 
the views expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the Ducati Owners Club of Victoria Inc. (DOCV) The material contained 
in this magazine is in the nature of general comment only, and is not advice on any particular matter. The DOCV editorship and 
contributing authors do not accept any responsibility for the consequences of any action taken, or omitted to be taken, by any 

person whether as a member or not, as a consequence of anything contained in, or omitted from, this magazine. Itinerary dates 
and times are subject to last minute variation.

Magazine assembly by Peter Cusworth, Ph 0409 797 023 pcusworth53@gmail.com

Ducati Owners Club of Victoria Inc.
PO Box 16 Box Hill Victoria 3128

Incorporated Association Registration #A80B

General Meeting and Social Night held at:
The Manningham, 1 Thompsons Road Bulleen.  

Third  Tuesday of every month (except Jan): 
7.00pm - social catch up and grab a bite to eat; 8.00pm - meeting starts.

DOCV Committee Members and Office Bearers

President: Mel Reynolds
pres@docv.org 

Vice President: Rachael Alexander
vicepres@docv.org

Secretary: Peter Kardaras
sec@docv.org

Treasurer: Evan Rubenstein
treas@docv.org

Club Captain: Geoff Salmon 
captain@docv.org
Co-captains: Joe Ruspandini, Neil Larson, 
Garry Elphinstone, Glenn Loechel, 
Gavin Hodge, Kathy Hodge, Mark Slater, 
Armando Mercuri, John Lyon, Caroline 
Ewans, Orlando Iluffi, Daryl Grant, Peter 
Shearman

Editor: Matthias Siegel
editor@docv.org

Spares: Daryl Grant 
spares@docv.org

Library: Garry Elphinstone 
librarian@docv.org

Club Permit Officer: Daryl Grant 
clubpermit@docv.org

Merchandise: Aldo Mosenich 
merchandise@docv.org

Life Members:  
Garry Elphinstone, Ric Begg, Peter Shearman, 
Gerard Porter, Gary Parnaby, Lawrence Gibbs, 
Peter Sack, Stephen Frew, Ralph Green (dec), 
John Slater, Russ Murray.
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editoriale
M a t t h i a s  S i e g e l 

A magazine about (almost) nothing

It’s so difficult to fill a monthly club magazine when there 
are no club events. One of the principles of Desmoto has 
always been that the editor should only curate and not 

create the content, so I depend on submissions. The last 
few months we always had at least the odd ride, or some 
other special articles to fill the space. This month it’s pretty 
much a no-show and I’m hoping for an easing of restrictions 
soon, or more contributions to make the job easier.

In addition I’ve also got a busy time at work and motivation 
is running low, with lockdown fatigue and the stress of 
having to find a new house in a crazy market where people 
are desperate enough to shell out a million unconditional 
for houses they haven’t even inspected. I hope I can get 
this edition published at least before the meeting, apologies 
for any delays.

I was lucky to squeeze in a ride on the Great Ocean Road in 
between lockdowns recently, but while it was good for my 
head it feels like distant memory already. I’ve put one of the 
photos from this trip on the cover, I honestly didn’t have any 
better photos of club related activity this month.

Not sure how people manage to cope who are based 
in Greater Melbourne and not even get the occasional 
relaxations that we can enjoy here in the regions. It’s more 

important than ever to check on your friends and not lose 
hope that we’ll get back to normal and this situation will be 
over soon.

One thing I’m sure many people do right now is watch 
lots of tv, and there certainly has been no shortage of 
racing recently (if there are no technical issues with the 
MotoGP live stream which dropped out worldwide 5min 
before the Silverstone race). With mixed results for Ducati 
unfortunately. MotoGP is turning more and more into 
MichelinGP – tyres, not talent, decide every race.

In WorldSBK it looks like the Panigale will remain without 
a world championship title, marking 10 years since its 
introduction, and 10 years for Ducati without a title. If all the 
stars align the bike can be a winner, but it doesn’t happen 
often enough. The only one consistently fighting for good 
results is Scott Redding, so it’s perplexing for fans like me 
that Ducati decided to dump him and renew the one-hit 
wonder Rinaldi.

The announcement of the return of serial crasher Bautista 
was on a new level. I’ve never seen so many negative 
comments on a Ducati post on Facebook before. First the 
Dovizioso exit, now Redding and the way it was handled 
– there’s a mentality that the bike is perfect and the rider 
is replaceable, and that mentality costs Ducati a lot of 
sympathies. Think of Scott Redding whatever you want, but 
he won the British Superbike championship in his first year 
on a V4R, and finished runner up in WorldSBK the following 
year despite not knowing half the tracks. He deserved 
better support from Ducati, but they prefer to fix the flaws of 
the bike by putting lighter riders on it and move on.

Nevertheless, I’ve again included quite a few photos of 
recent Ducati achievements in MotoGP and WorldSBK 
for this edition, including the amazing win by rookie Jorge 
Martin on the Pramac Ducati, which – inexplicably 

😅😅
 – 

got only a tiny mention in Ducati’s press releases.

To finish with some nice statistics, I’m happy to report that 
the August edition has had more than 1,000 downloads so 
far. Clearly the PDF magazine gets a lot of reach, so if you 
want to take advantage of it and run some ads, get in touch.

Matthias
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What was I saying last month about having survived 
another lockdown. I think it was no sooner than 
I wrote those words that we were back in one. 

Or has it been two since then? I don’t know, they are all 
blurring into one right about now. At least this time I’ve 
decided that I needed to keep moving so it’s back to online 
classes for me otherwise it would be a case of just sitting 
on the couch eating all the baking I’ve also been doing! I 
hope everyone is surviving well and has a well worn loop 
within their 5km radius to at least get out a little bit.

I am lucky in that I still get to go into the office. It’s very 
quiet with just 3 of us in nowadays, and we get overly 
excited whenever the mail guy comes in or a random 
delivery turns up. And it does mean I can still ride to work 
so the Scrambler is getting out on the occasional nice day. 
Poor Penelope is stuck in the garage with all her new bling 
patiently waiting though. She’ll just have to be content with 
the occasional start.

At least there has been racing on most weekends to keep 
us occupied. And what a strange year it’s been in MotoGP. 
From Marquez coming back with half an arm (will it ever get 
back to the way it was or has he really done some major 
long term damage?), Rossi retiring and then announcing 
he’s going to be a dad, Vinales trying to destroy his Yamaha 
(and possibly his career) bouncing off the rev limiter, Jack 
not having perhaps the season we all hoped for, Aprilia 
getting their first podium (before Maverick got there), Dovi 
coming back on a satellite team, Remy going great guns 
in Moto 2 and what a bunch of rookies in both MotoGP 
and Moto3. How good is Pedro Acosta going to be when 
he grows up! And as for WSBK that is looking like a very 
interesting run into the end of that season. Johnny Rea is 
not running away with it completely as he has done the 
last 6 times. Ducati have let Scott Redding go to bring back 
Bautista which is an interesting move. At least it has kept 
me entertained.

president’s 
report

M e l  R e y n o l d s

On a Club front, we’ve been working away in the 
background rescheduling events where we can but 
unfortunately, we’ve had to cancel rides and pending the 
next update on lockdown and what’s going to happen with 
whatever restrictions are in place when we do get out it will 
likely still impact rides and events going forward. Hopefully 
we’ll be able to meet again in person soon, but that’s a wait 
and see as well. Until then it’s Google Meet for our General 
Meetings.

We are also looking into running a first aid course for those 
members who are interested. The last one was held quite 
a while back now so for those of you who are interested in 
upskilling or have qualifications that are expiring the Club 
can help with that. Because the more people we have first 
aid trained the greater coverage we’ll have if we ever need 
it (hopefully we don’t but as we all agree to at any event we 
go to, motorcycling is a dangerous activity). Exact timing, 
location, costs and numbers are still being worked through, 
and are somewhat impacted by restrictions as well. We will 
let everyone know once details are finalised so keep an eye 
on your email and the Events page for more details to come. 

And the Ducati Yearbooks are back again for 2021. Once 
we have all those details finalised they will be up on the 
Events calendar for you to place your order. Note that this 
year there will be two options, one for those who can pick 
up the book, because surely we will be out of restrictions by 
December, and those who need it posted. Keep an eye on 
your email and the Events page for that one as well.

We’ve also been having some conversations with our 
fellow DOCs mostly about how everyone is coping with 
the many and varied versions of lockdown everyone is 
going through, but also about potentially running combined 
events, particularly with DOC NSW and DOC Canberra. 
Once borders open of course. 

Ducati ANZ also had a whole range of plans for this year. 
Those of you who came to the meeting we had earlier this 
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Acknowledgments
Desmoto would not be possible without contributions 
from our members, partners and other various sources, 
who have put a lot of their time and effort into making this 
edition informative and a good read.

This edition features much appreciated contributions by 
(in no particular order):

Ducati, Pramac Racing, Michael Coccia, Russ Murray, 
the DOCV committee & various YouTubers.

Thanks to everybody!

Next Issue 
• Do you own a very 
special Ducati? (Let’s 
be honest, pretty 
much any Ducati 
qualifies…) Why not 
write a portrait about 
your pride and joy for 
Desmoto! Let others 
know what you like 
and don’t like, what 
to look out for when 
buying one.

• Have you been on 
a beautiful bike trip 
recently, perhaps 
overseas (okay, 
not very likely)? 
Why not share your 
experience with other readers!

• Bought some useful new bike gear? Why not write a 
review for Desmoto!

Articles are best sent in as a PDF or Word document. 
Photos ideally in JPEG format, and please include them 
as separate files. For quality reasons larger photos are 
better than smaller ones.

All contributions will be gratefully received.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS: END OF THE MONTH.

editor@docv.org

Gear review request
Bought a nice piece of gear lately? Happy with it?  
Like to tell members about it? Please do!  
Feel free to send us a quick 5 minute review:

•  What is it? Website?  •  Where to get it?
•  How much did it cost?   •  Why is it good?
•  Suggestions for use?  •   Can it be improved?

year at Mornington Ducati would have heard Alana Baratto 
explain some of what was coming. All those plans have 
obviously been thrown into chaos but our fellow states that 
are not in lockdown will start to see some of those activities 
happening so we should have a great 2022 full of all sorts of 
Ducati activities to look forward to.

In the meantime, my daughter has bought herself a 
lockdown kitten so enjoy meeting Green Bean. I know, it’s 
the strangest name but isn’t he cute! And he’s been a great 
distraction while we can’t do anything else. Although my 
dogs aren’t overly impressed!

Keep safe and sane everyone and hopefully we’ll be back 
on the road soon 

Mel

mailto:editor%40docv.org?subject=Desmoto%20contribution
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I am sorry for those who missed out but I sleep straight 
believing the process was as fair as it could be. 
Registration went smoothly for the most part but did require 
work behind the scenes. Suffice to say a ‘Solo’ registration 
and a ‘Rider + Pillion’ with double deposit will work better 
with Wild Apricot in the future. The end result is 36 riders 
and 8 pillions. I checked after a prompt from Mischa and 25 
of the 44 total are repeat Hunters from 2020. The waitlist of 5 
riders has another 3 - we seem to be doing something right.

A thank you to Matt Rubenstein as another contributor 
to the T shirt. All efforts have been saved in the Club’s 
new document system and are there as a resource for 
the future, if not used, and not lost on a retired, personal 
computer somewhere.

Forward Ho
The plan is to keep the ride calendar rolling 3 to 5 months 
out so expect some New Year listings soon. And in a push 
to get to 500 words I will add my ideas on calendar strategy:

•  Rely on early listing rather than ‘spammish’ email to 
advertise

•  Try for place holders that include a start location and 
preliminary description

•  Don’t open events too early – to dissuade impulsive and 
‘optimistic’ registrations 

•  Send targeted email a few days prior – as either a 
reminder or a prompt to cancel

•  Strive for a balance of event types and geographic 
fairness

•  Stay mindful that our calendar is displayed publicly. 
It is like a shopfront in terms of how we are seen and 
attracting new members.

Cin Cin,

Geoff

  ilrapportodel
       capitano

G e o f f  S a l m o n

August was a  month of doughnut days of the wrong 
kind – zero riding, zilch socialising and zip activity. 
We have been unable to run anything since our Ride 

to Brekky pseudo-event on July 11. The outing before that 
was Seymour midweek back in May. It is not for want of 
trying - there have been 7 scratchings between mid May 
and now, including Joe’s Brass Monkey overnighter – Sigh.

I have been giving my bikes a run occasionally on short 
supermarket trips. With top box and panniers I manage to 
shop on good weather days that don’t turn the exercise 
into a hooha with gear. Hark back to Form II geometry....a 
5 km radius means a circumference of 2 x Pi x r = 31.4 km. 
Then add 5 km to get to the circumference and another 5 
to get back to the centre/home again. In theory that is a 41 
km ride. My route manages 27 km, including 5th gear on 
Eastern Freeway, with just a teeny bit of cheating. All within 
bounds of responsible, common sense of course! 

Victoria’s August 5 ‘early/hard’, seven day lockdown keeps 
rolling along, and rules that limit large and mobile groups 
are sure to continue when hard lockdown is relaxed. I am 
holding off on Grand Final weekend until things are clearer 
and to shield Evan from a refund task. We need certainty 
on accommodation by Sept 16 so, given the registration 
process that precedes it, it pains me to say our 3 day 
Rutherglen excursion is shaping up as nil, nada and nought 
at time of writing (31/8/21). A lesser, substitute event may be 
organised if Rutherglen is cancelled and it is feasible.

Tiger Hunt
I am much more confident for the Tiger Hunt given its 
timing in the third month of summer. Registration opened 
on August 26 and filled by 11 am. That compares with 3 and 
a bit days in 2018 and over a week for the last spot in 2020. 
This year’s plan is no better or worse so I put enthusiasm 
down to lockdown yearning and also the excellent job 
Matthias did in presenting the promo [All credit goes to our 
designer – Ed.]. The advantages of our online format are 
great – no map clutter, more space for pics, inserted links 
and post publication editing.
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ADVERTISE HERE
If you are interested in 
becoming a sponsor of DOCV, 
or advertising your business  
or product in DESMOTO, 
please get in touch at treas@
docv.org for more information

treasurer’s
   report

E v a n  R u b e n s t e i n

August 2021 July 2021

INCOME $ $

   Desmoto 0 0

   Events 9,900.00 0

   Memberships 594.00 712.00

   Merchandise 0 0

   Other 0 0

Total income 10,494.00 712.00

August 2021 July 2021

EXPENSES $ $

   Desmoto 704.00 656.00

   Events 0 0

   Membership 0 0

   Other 941.71 1,619.85

Total Expenses 1645.71 2275.85

Operating Profit/(Loss) 8,848.29 (1,563.85)

CASH ASSETS $ $

Cheque Account 47,000.65 37,214.65

Paypal 731.08 1,900.67

Debit Card 1,247.47 1,326.98

Cash reserve 17,009.82 16,784.69

Term Deposit 2 5,272.25 5,272.25

Term Deposit 3 5,281.64 5,281.64

Trade Debtors 2,402.73 2,402.73

Other Assets 2,013.60 2,013.60

Net Assets 80,959.20 72,197.21
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lettera
 delsegretario

P e t e r  K a r d a r a s

Spring has sprung!

Well, there goes another August in Lockdown dad”, 
my 10-year-old daughter, Alex, said during the 
commute from the breakfast bar of our kitchen to 

the dining table- come home schooling-education hub of 
the Kardaras household. Was it what we all expected while 
hearing about lockdown 6 from our premier? Hell no, but oh 
well, s%^t happens!

Unfortunately, the above experience was complimented by 
spending two weeks of August in complete Isolation as my 
daughter’s school was also a Tier 1 exposure site. So, plenty 
of time was spent discovering the chemical properties of 
Autosol on the tired chrome of a couple of oldies in the 
shed. 

What I discovered was that the more effort you put in 
polishing, the better result you get. Hours spent on one of 
the exhaust headers of a Pantah, turned the pitted header 
into what looked like a bent light sabre (ok when the sun hit 
it from a particular angle)

I tried to draw parallels on what I was trying to do to the 
bikes with what we are all here for, the club. Whilst as we 
all know, plenty has happened since last August, websites, 
finances, systems, I won’t bore you with repeating the 
details, I must admit that I am happy to see that the 
committee is not resting on its successes of the last 12 
months but is continuing the “polishing” of the club through 
projects that are going to make our life as club members 
even better. For example, as promised we have formed a 
plan to address the election process adding a couple of 
steps, we have updated our dreadful accounting software- 
thank you Evan, we are working on a member retention 
strategy via a subcommittee, finalising dates for a first Aid 
course and we are also working on making any future track 
days as successful (profitable- that is) as possible. 

And yes, when we are working towards adding that extra 
“shine” to the club, via these improvements, we maybe 
taking our minds away from case numbers, contact tracing, 
vaccines, and the latest series we are binging on Netflix, 

but we are also preparing to see the fruits of our efforts be 
enjoyed by all our members once 80% is vaccinated…

Finally, I must add, that the best thing we can do as 
members of our club at the moment- apart from prepare our 
bikes for the exodus from Lockdown, is prepare mentally 
for that glorious event. Call a fellow club member, check in 
with them, let them know that you are available for a chat or 
even to ask “R u ok?”. 

Stay safe peeps!

Ciao Ragazzi!

P.S. For all of you wondering about an update for the 
Darmah- keep waiting, it appears that Garfield, where 
it is patiently awaiting to be test ridden/shaken down is 
considered Metropolitan Melbourne so we wait to come 
out of Lockdown.
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New Ducati Monster 950 with Termignoni Exhaust  
fitting and sound

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fe6mB75crEA

Ducati 

Tube
Yamaha MT-09 SP vs Ducati Hypermotard

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rcbG3nR81YM

FastHouse !! New Limited Edition Ducati Scrambler Desert 
Sled 800 Unboxing, first look and ride

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RniD3KXryJM

CAN YOU GUESS THE MYSTERY CLUB IDENTITY?
Find the answer on one of the following pages.

Stephen BRAYSHAW

Paul BYSTERVELD

Dom FRISINA

Steven LIM

Max PATERSON

Allan ROBINS

Donald FRASER

New Members

Welcome

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fe6mB75crEA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rcbG3nR81YM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RniD3KXryJM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fe6mB75crEA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rcbG3nR81YM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RniD3KXryJM
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 relazione 
dellavicepresidente

R a c h a e l  A l e x a n d e r

Hello DOCVers

Hope you are all okay out there and coping with the 
rigours of yet another lockdown.  I think most of 
metropolitan Melbourne’s residents are doing it 

tough in one way or another and a lot of people have a 
confluence or convergence the tough stuff.

Well, I held off writing this report in the hope that I would 
have something motorcycle related to write about, and the 
delay has proven to be fruitful.  The Multi has finally had the 
back tyre fixed and both bikes are now down at their new 
coastal location.  

It is good to see motorcycles parked there again.  
Whenever I go out there, I can see the ‘ghosts’ of my 
stepfather’s bikes when they resided there during my 
childhood. I am pretty sure he would have been into the 
Supersport, but not too sure about what he would have 
thought of the Multi.  He was a stout guy with short legs 
which would have made riding it difficult.

Now, I don’t want to be one of ‘those’ that boast about the 
rides that they can take while Melbourne still waits for its 
freedom, so I will keep this brief.  We got to go for a squirt 
down the Great Ocean Road to Lorne.  Suffice to say that I 
was very rusty as I had not ridden since Easter, but it was 
a wonderful opportunity to reconnect with a couple of old 
friends and go for a ride together.  

We left early in the morning, as Torquay in spring is pretty-
much always windy, and of course the weather is more 
erratic than the NSW government’s decision-making 
process. There was very little traffic and when we got to 
Lorne to have a coffee, motorcycles were the predominate 
vehicles.  All their faces flushed with the promise of the 
twisties that lay ahead after they were released from 
purgatory and the freedom to ride was theirs.

Then there was the return home via the Lorne – Deans 
Marsh Road, through – to you guessed it - Dean’s Marsh.  
It was good to be on a vehicle that was powered by an 
engine, rather than my legs.  You never forget the ache in 
your legs especially in the climb out of Lorne, about 13kms 

of uphill twists and turns.  Every now and then, my coach, 
when he was at his most sadistic, used to make us time trial 
up that hill.  

Lorne used to have a triathlon where the bike route was 
also up ‘that hill’ and there was always somebody who 
came to grief on the descent back into Lorne, those skinny 
tyres (singles) pumped up as hard as they would go. Back 
then we only had the ‘old school’ caliper breaks (after all 
brakes are the greatest enemy of speed).  There is certainly 
a lot of blood sweat and tears that have poured out on that 
road.  Although, from memory I did do well in the Lorne 
triathlon.  Must have been all that training up the hill …

There is a worse climb just outside Apollo Bay.   The Black 
Dog Road. It goes for longer and you must ride further to 
get to it and back from it.  It is called the ‘Widow Maker’ in 
the lycra-clad community and even the thought of it sews 
the seeds of terror into your heart.  I have seen a few riders 
‘bonk out’ about halfway up. It was usually the muscley 
guys who run out of fuel for their muscles.  When you have 
that ride looming on a Sunday your Saturday is filled with 
dread.

Although now I think of it, that would probably be a whole 
lot of fun on a motorbike.  I will investigate and get back to 
you.

Be kind to yourself and others and in the words of Vera 
Lynn:  

We’ll meet again
Don’t know where
Don’t know when
But I know we’ll meet again 
Some sunny day

Keep on shining your light

Rachael
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World Superbike | Tuesday 24 August 2021

WELCOME BACK, ALVARO! BAUTISTA TO 
REJOIN THE ARUBA.IT RACING - DUCATI 
TEAM IN THE 2022 WORLDSBK SEASON

Alvaro Bautista will return to defend the Aruba.it 
Racing - Ducati Team colours aboard the Ducati 

Panigale V4 R in the 2022 WorldSBK season.

After becoming World Champion in the 125cc class 
in 2006 with 8 wins and a total of 14 podiums, Alvaro 
Bautista took part in the 250cc World Championship in 
the following three seasons, scoring 8 wins and a total 
of 24 podiums.

The Spanish rider - born in Talavera de la Reina (Toledo, 
Spain) on November 21, 1984 - landed in MotoGP in 
2010 (scoring three podiums between 2012 and 2014) 
before climbing aboard the Ducati Desmosedici GP in 
the 2017 and 2018 seasons.

In his debut season in WordSBK (2019) with the 
Panigale V4R of the Aruba.it Racing - Ducati Team, he 
obtained 16 victories (24 podiums in total), finishing 
second in the championship standings. 

With Bautista replacing Scott Redding, the Aruba.it 
Racing – Ducati would like to thank the English rider for 
the results obtained since 2020 and wish him the best 
of luck for his future career, with the certainty of still 
fighting together for a remarkable goal at the end of the 
current season.

World Superbike | Tuesday 31 August 2021

MICHAEL RUBEN RINALDI TO CONTINUE RACING 
ABOARD THE PANIGALE V4 R OF THE ARUBA.
IT RACING  DUCATI TEAM ALONGSIDE ALVARO 
BAUTISTA IN THE 2022 WORLDSBK SEASON

NEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWS

Michael Ruben Rinaldi will defend the colors of the Aruba.it 
Racing - Ducati team also in the 2022 WorldSBK season.

With the confirmation of the Italian rider, the Aruba.it Racing 
- Ducati Team defines its line-up that will also see the return 
of Alvaro Bautista riding the Ducati Panigale V4R in the next 
World Superbike Championship.

Michael Ruben Rinaldi was born in Rimini on 21st December 
1995 and started racing with the minimoto when he was 7 years 
old, winning the Italian championship in 2006. After winning the 
Italian Sport Production Championship in 2011, in 2014 he faced 
his first international experience in the European Superstock 
600 championship, which closed as runner-up in 2015. In 2016 
Rinaldi rode the Ducati Panigale R of the Aruba.it Racing 
- Junior team in the SuperStock 1000 FIM championship, 
finishing sixth and then conquering the European Champion 
title at the end of the following season. With the Aruba.
it Racing - Junior team, Michael Ruben Rinaldi also made 
his WorldSBK debut in the 2018 season, racing only in 
European rounds and then competing in all events of the 2019 
Championship with the Barni Racing Team. In the 2020 Rinaldi 
achieved his first WorldSBK success with the Panigale V4R 
of the Go Eleven team in Race-1 at Aragon, weekend that also 
saw him on the podium in the Superpole Race (P3) and in Race-
2 (P2). In the current season the Italian rider was the absolute 
protagonist in the Misano round, where he got two victories 
(Race-1 and SPR) and a second place (Race-2). Thanks also to 
the P2 in the SPR conquered in Assen (Netherlands) Rinaldi is 
currently sixth in the Superbike World Championship standings 
with 150 points.

Alvaro Bautista
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Ducati | Wednesday 4 August 2021

TRAVELLING BY MOTORCYCLE IS EVEN MORE 
ENJOYABLE WITH DUCATI PERFORMANCE 
TOURING ACCESSORIES
•  A selection of accessories from the Ducati Performance 

catalogue, produced by the Bologna-based company for 
those who love to travel by motorcycle, alone or in the 
company of a passenger

•  The “configurator” is available on the Ducati.com 
website, allowing Ducatisti to choose their favourite 
accessories and make their bike unique

The motorcycle travel season is getting underway and 
Ducati is particularly attentive to the globetrotting 

approach of its enthusiasts, offering a selection of touring 
accessories from the Ducati Performance catalogue, 
created to increase the pleasure of every riding adventure.

Within the Ducati range there are several families of 
motorcycles capable of balancing the typically sporting 
spirit of the Rosse di Borgo Panigale with a high level 
of comfort. Motorcycles such as the Multistrada, the 
SuperSport 950, the Diavel 1260 and the XDiavel can be 
used to cover long itineraries even divided into several 
days of travel and the choice of the right accessories and 
correct technical equipment makes these journeys even 
more enjoyable for motorcyclists.

For this reason, the Bologna-based motorcycle company 
works with care and attention on the creation of the touring 
accessories contained within the Ducati Performance 
catalogue, collaborating with the best companies in the 
sector and entrusting their design to the Centro Stile 
Ducati. The commitment is reflected in the production of 
components tailored to each family of motorcycles, which 
Ducatisti can view online in the "configurator" section 
of the Ducati.com website and order at their nearest 
dealership.

The symbolic accessories of the touring world are bags and 
cases, indispensable tools for carrying everything you need 
while exploring new locations. The Ducati Performance 
catalogue offers a number of different types based on the 
family of motorcycles on which they are mounted. In the 
case of the Multistrada V4, the globetrotter par excellence 
of the Ducati range, the rigid side panniers have volumes 
designed to ensure maximum capacity and reach maximum 
practicality in combination with the top case with quick 
release system integrated in the vehicle and the central 
stand, essential to always park the bike safely. Both the 
side panniers and the top case have lines designed to 
better integrate with the design of the bike and can be 
customized with cover sets, available in various colours. 

For the SuperSport 950, the road sports bike of the Borgo 
Panigale range, in addition to the soft side bags and the 
passenger seat bag, Ducati also offers a magnetic tank 
bag, equipped with large pockets, zip closures and a quick-
mount system.

For those who love to travel as a couple, it is essential 
to ensure maximum comfort for the passenger as well. 
Accessories such as a heated seat (available on the 
Multistrada V4 for both the rider and the passenger) allow 
you to enjoy the ride even on the coldest days and on 
mountain roads, while the practical passenger grab handles 
ensure comfortable support at all times of the journey 
and are available as an accessory for the SuperSport 950, 
Monster and Hypermotard 950.

Finally, a really useful accessory especially for longer 
journeys, available for some Ducati models, is the Ducati 
Zumo 396 satellite navigator kit, which in addition to 
providing road directions, allows you to store the routes 
taken, to share the itineraries in real time, but also to make 
hands-free calls and listen to music. The Ducati Zumo 396 
navigator is equipped with a large 4.3" screen and has a 

NEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWS

https://configurator.ducati.com/bikes/ww/en/?_ga=2.213512848.543356557.1628001185-359188313.1623919377
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Things of Beauty

1971 Ducati 450 R/T

robust structure, waterproof and resistant 
to fuel splashes and exposure to ultraviolet 
rays. The high satnav support set is also 
available, which allows perfect visibility of 
the navigator and dashboard even in the 
presence of tank bags.

Further information on Ducati Performance 
touring accessories is available on the 
Ducati.com website.

https://www.ducati.com/ww/en/accessories
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Claudio Castiglioni—president of MV Agusta and one 
of the driving forces behind the Italian motorcycle 
industrial boom of the ‘80s and ‘90s—passed away 

today after a long battle against cancer. While the 64-year-
old Italian business entrepreneur is mostly known today for 
resurrecting the storied MV Agusta brand from the ashes of 
bankruptcy and building it back up into one of the only true 
boutique marques in the motorcycle industry, Castiglioni 
was also responsible for the rescue of other European 
brands—most notably Ducati.
Ducati had undergone a difficult period of Italian 
government management during the ‘60s and ‘70s (a long 
story involving the Italian government helping finance the 

rebuilding of its industrial base after the second World 
War). Claudio Castiglioni, along with his brother Gianfranco, 
had created the Cagiva motorcycle company from the 
family’s metalworking and manufacturing business in 1978, 
and when he was given the opportunity to purchase Ducati 
in 1985, Castiglioni quickly took advantage of it. 

Castiglioni was responsible for many key 
decisions in Ducati’s modern history...

Castiglioni was responsible for many key decisions in 
Ducati’s modern history, including moving forward with 
then-Ducati engineer Massimo Bordi’s concept for a 

Claudio  
Castiglioni  
1947-2011
Charismatic Italian business 
entrepreneur dies; the man 
responsible for much of what Italian 
motorcycles are today, including 
rescuing Ducati from bankruptcy and 
resurrecting MV Agusta.

From Sportrider.com, August 17, 2011

10 years ago…
Reprinted from Desmoto September 2011
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quattrodesmo (four valve desmodromic) cylinder head, 
which fuelled the success of Ducati’s racing—and 
consequently, sport—motorcycles. Castiglioni was also 
responsible for bringing in the designer who penned the 
iconic Ducati 916, Massimo Tamburini.
When other sections of his manufacturing empire unrelated 
to motorcycles began to financially drag down the Cagiva 
Group (as the conglomerate of companies—including 
Cagiva, Ducati, Husqvarna, and Moto Morini—was then 
known), Castiglioni was reluctantly forced to sell off 
Ducati in 1996 to the Texas Pacific Group, a U.S. private 
equity investment firm. He then concentrated his efforts 
on resurrecting MV Agusta, the rights to which the Cagiva 
Group had purchased in 1991. Utilizing the design talents 
of Tamburini along with an engine designed with the help 
of Ferrari, the reborn MV Agusta company unveiled its F4 
750cc in 1997. Evolutions of this chassis and powerplant 
have become the basis for MV’s expanding current lineup.
Difficulties with handling the company’s increasing debt led 
Castiglioni to engineer the purchase of the company in 2005 
by Malaysian carmaker Proton, whose then-CEO was a 
motorcycle enthusiast. When a management restructuring 
at Proton forced out that CEO a year later however, Proton 
sold off its ownership of MV to an Italian investment holding 
company for a single euro. The continuing debt problems 
forced Castiglioni to sell the Husqvarna brand to BMW, the 
proceeds of which allowed MV to refinance its debt and 
continue production.
Interestingly, Harley-Davidson came into the picture by 
purchasing MV from Castiglioni (who still had a minority 
ownership in company shares) and the Italian investment 
holding company for $109 million in 2008. Apparently looking 
to expand MV Agusta’s presence in Europe—and most 
likely leverage that expansion’s dealer network to include 
Harley-Davidson’s reach into those markets—H-D helped 
finance R&D for new models that include the newly revised 
F4RR and the all-new middleweight F3 675cc triple. 
New management at Harley-Davidson the following year 
quickly moved to try and right a decidedly listing financial 

Claudio Castiglioni and 
Belen Rodriguez

Claudio speaks

Claudi and son Giovanni

ship during the onset of the global financial crisis, and 
decided that owning MV wasn’t such a good idea after 
all. In addition to controversially shutting down its Buell 
subsidiary, H-D also sold off MV—back to Castiglioni and 
his own holding company—last year. More importantly, 
all debt was wiped off the company books, and with 
Castiglioni’s son Giovanni handling most of the company’s 
direction now, in addition to bringing former Ducati 
manager Bordi into MV as vice president, it appears that 
the company—as well as Claudio Castiglioni’s legacy—has 
a bright future. 



RACHAEL ALEXANDER

Occupation
Tertiary administrator (boring, boring, boring)

What suburb do you live in?
Torquay (just recently became a local again)

When did you first join DOCV?  2017

What made you join the club?
Luke from Melbourne Ducati recommended it when Orlando 
and I bought our bikes

What bike(s) do you have?
Only one at the moment but I am working on adding others

What was your first bike?
Honda CR80, when I was a kid. A Yamaha SRX250 was my 
first road bike

What’s your dream bike?
So many bikes, so little time. I would not knock back a 
Desmosedici RR although the new Panigale V4 SP in black 
looks pretty tickerty boo too.

What type of club events are you most interested in?
Midweek rides, Overnight rides, Track days, Social events 
like lunch meets and BBQs

What’s your favourite Ducati colour?  Black

If you have been a DOCV members for some time, which 
was the most memorable club event you participated in, 
and why?
I have had a great time on all of the DOCV rides that I 
have participated in over the years but Tassie in 2018 and 
2020 really stand out. The sound of the a bunch of Ducatis 
starting in the bowels of the Spirit is something to behold. I 
am also really keen to ride the Lyell Hwy into Queenstown 
(A10). It is about as much fun that you can have on two 
wheels and George Rappold agrees with me.

Your favourite road to ride in Victoria?
Taralogon-Balrook Road – C483 in Gippsland (thanks Glenn 
Loechel for the initiation. Although I did have a fair bit of fun 
when I last rode the Mitta Mitta.

What’s the greatest bit of equipment you bought for your 
garage/workshop recently?
Don’t much of a garage or workshop but the best bit of 
equipment I have bought recently would be the Dianese 
airbag vest. Hope I never need to activate it, but if I do, I am 
sure I will be very glad that I have it. 

If you follow motorcycle racing, who is your favourite 
rider?
Jack Miller of course, an Australian who rides a Ducati and 
wins every now and then. What is not to love?

Do you follow any bike channels on YouTube, listen to 
podcasts or read bike magazines? Any recommendations?
No specific channels or podcasts, but there is some pretty 
good stuff out there on riding technique if you have a dig 
around.

Any final comment for the club, or Desmoto?
Hang in there and if you can, get vaccinated, so we can ride 
together sometime soon.

Desmoto member profile

MORE PROFILES WANTED

Help other members get to know you and complete our 
member questionnaire for Desmoto:

https://forms.gle/Yft9fczPGcZAfLj1A

(A free Google account is required to complete the form – 
this is to allow uploading a profile image)
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P R O F I L E

https://forms.gle/Yft9fczPGcZAfLj1A


19 DESMOTO    SEPTEMBER 2021

Redding ends up 
second after leading 
the race until last 
corner. Convincing 
P4 finish for Rinaldi.

Most RACE 1

Most RACE 2

Amazing win for Redding  
who dominates Race 2. 

Rinaldi is protagonist of a great 
comeback and finishes fifth. 

On the podium, Scott Redding 
surprises everyone by proposing 

to his girlfriend Jacey. 

Congratulations Scott!

WorldSBK

WorldSBK
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Jorge Martín takes 
his maiden MotoGP 
victory with the 
Desmosedici GP of the 
Pramac Racing Team.

Styria

Austria

Pecco Bagnaia takes second place on the podium at the Austrian GP at the 
Red Bull Ring in a race made difficult by the rain in the final laps. Jorge Martín 
finishes third with the Ducati Desmosedici GP of the Pramac Racing Team.
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Stunning win for Scott Redding 
who dominates Race 1. A superb 
start, maybe the best of this year 
so far, allows him to take the 
lead already at the first corner.

Scott Redding was one 
step away from a perfect 
weekend: after the Race 1 
win, he managed to top the 
Superpole Race and claim 
the second place in Race 2.

Navarra 
RACE 1

Navarra RACE 2

WorldSBK

WorldSBK
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The French Round ends with a great Race 2 for Scott Redding 
who overcomes the difficulties of Saturday and conquers the 
podium after fighting for the lead until mid-race.

France 
RACE 2

WorldSBK
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At the most recent meeting of the MCEP, a number of 
matters that are of interest to many motorbike riders 
were discussed. I have provided a summary of that 

discussion for your information below. If you have any 
questions or want anything to be placed on the agenda for 
future meetings of the MCEP (formal ones every 3 months 
and informal ones about monthly), please let me know.

TAC Levy
There are, of course, myriad conspiracy theories about 
where the levy is spent and we’ve asked for a historical 
summary of expenditure to be put into one easy-to-read 
summary so that those interested can see for themselves 
the projects that the levy has funded. Without pre-empting 
that report, I can safely say that the projects funded have 
all been specifically relevant to motorcycle safety (given 
that everyone benefits from road safety initiatives, of 
course) and that there are significant audit safeguards to 
ensure that the money is applied to motorcycle-related 
projects. These are often things like road condition 
improvements, modification to safety barriers on twisty 
roads, early rider training, ad campaigns and the like. We 
also received an update on the Dept of Transports ‘Road 
Safety Community Grants Program’ – with a proportion 
of the 1.5M dollars available annually having gone to 
motorbike-specific initiatives. In the current period these 
were predominantly about rider training and assistance 
and mainly in the regional areas where less facilities and 
resources are available to riders. Stay tuned and I’ll update 
you as I’m able to. Most community-based organisations  
can apply to have an initiative funded under the Community 
Grants Program, and almost anyone is able to apply for 
funding for a project to be funded from the Levy and I can 
provide the relevant paperwork if you’re interested. All 
projects funded need to be supported by sufficient factual 
information to establish that the project outcomes are a 
priority, that the proposed project is capable of delivering 
those outcomes – and some form of cost/benefit analysis 
that allows the project to be assessed in what is a highly 
competitive process.

Accident and Safety Information
It’s interesting delving into the world of data collation and 
analysis that people like Road Safety Vic and VicPol are 
immersed in as part of their activities. There’s a lot more 
complexity – and a lot more granular data collated and 
analysed than I’ve ever understood. The granular road 
condition data collated at accidents allows information 
relating to every facet of road surface, environment, time of 
day, visibility, roadworks and other factors to be captured 
and assessed for their contribution – as well as any 
learnings to inform future road safety strategies. There’s 
also great care taken not to generalise and not to draw 
conclusions if there isn’t clear evidence to support them.

Obviously injuries and fatalities are an area where 
motorcyclists have a high degree of interest. MCEP 
members are privy to both current and historical data, but 
not authorised to release the detailed reports we receive 
– in large part because the reports can track well behind 
findings from the Coroner, given the current backlog. 
However, there were some points of interest in the most 
recent report (to April this year) we received which I’m able 
to share with you – 

•   Over the 6 years between 2015 and 2020 just under 40 
motorcyclists lost their lives on the roads each year. 
Numbers ranged between 30 and 56 in the lowest and 
highest years, but generally are trending downwards - 
particularly if you consider the significant increase in 
rider numbers during that time. The first 4 months of this 
year saw 17 lives lost accounting for 23% of all lives lost 
on the roads in Vic this year.

•   A high number of fatalities involved rider error, with 
excessive speed appearing to play a significant role

•   8 of the 17 crashes were single vehicle, so 9 crashes 
involved another vehicle 

•   29% of riders were riding unlawfully – such as without a 
licence or on a stolen vehicle

Motorcycle Community 
Engagement Panel 
(MCEP)  
Update Aug 21

By Simon Bailey
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•   Only 1 accident occurred on curves – the rest on straights 
and at intersections – and 80 & 100km/h speed zones 
were predominantly involved.

Road Safety Barriers
This is, of course, an area of concern to all road users – 
and particularly motorbike riders given that we tend to 
feel impacts directly – rather than via the vehicle we’re 
traveling in. If you’re interested in this area and would like 
to get a quick and fascinating overview of the thinking that 
goes into design and placement of such barriers, a good 
place to start is the YouTube clip you can find here -  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6CKltZfToY . It’s 
amazing to see the types of vehicle, roads and geographies 
– as well as cost – associated with different barriers.

As I mentioned at our monthly meeting, we were fortunate 
enough to have one of the people responsible for 
formulating the evolving approach to road safety barriers 
make a presentation to us. We’re picking it up again at our 
next meeting because we ran out of time to have a lengthier 
discussion, but the information we were given may well 
interest you. I’ll try to summarise the key points and will 
update again after our next meeting –

•   There are actually no road safety barrier designs 
(anywhere in the world) created specifically with 
motorbike riders in mind

•   There are some barriers for signs and posts considered 
likely to assist with injury reduction where riders are 
concerned, but no real data around their effectiveness. 
This is, in part, because of the low numbers of riders who 
actually crash into barriers. 

•   The factors influencing selection of road barriers include 
(in no specific order) physical environment, types of 
vehicle predominantly using the road, risks associated 
with run-off, cost of installation & costs associated with 
repairs and maintenance

•   Wire rope barriers are among the more cost-effective 
measures in some areas because they do not require 
large concrete installations to support them. They have 
been removed from some areas where road use may 
involve a higher percentage of motorcycles (roads with 
lots of corners!) and replaced with treatments that are 
friendlier to motorcyclists without compromising road 
safety for other road users

•   Designers and manufacturers of road safety barriers 
may see an increased interest from their customers 
(governments) in designs that actively consider 
motorcyclists as the number of riders around the world 
increases.

Delivery Rider Safety Systems Review
We had the preliminary meeting of this panel the morning 
after our meeting. It’s quite an interesting piece of work 
that is taking a “systems thinking” approach to looking at 
understanding all of the moving parts that impact on riders 
of all things two-wheeled who are engaged in delivering 
goods - and making recommendations to positively impact 
the safety of those people. The model involves –

•   identifying all of the players from those doing the riding 
to those interacting with them (other road users and 
individuals), regulating them (Police, traffic controls & 
treatments etc) and providing the regulatory frameworks 
that govern all of that (DoT, RSV, government etc)

•   the factors that impact their safety

•   the interventions that can contribute to higher levels of 
safety based on having all relevant information to propose 
complete, holistic solutions.

It’s possibly a world-first and certainly the first study of its 
kind in Australia, so should be interesting to participate in. 
I’ll keep you updated with any interesting learnings along 
the way!

Safe Road Gear Campaign
The ad campaign and associated promotional and social 
media components have been signed off and are ready to 
put into final development. Unfortunately production of the 
core video assets (for viewing on a range of channels) has 
been delayed due to our current lockdown. The aim is still 
to get production moving and everything right for release 
prior to the end of the year, but  the current deadline may 
need to be pushed a bit. Stay tuned!

Well, that’s probably enough for now! I hope it’s given you 
an insight into the various things that are going on and 
maybe some information you didn’t have and are interested 
in. Hopefully we’ll all be free to get back out and ride again 
soon – and when you do finally get out there, take a little 
time to recalibrate before you open it up!

M C E P  U P D A T E

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6CKltZfToY
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This is an excerpt from the book  
’40 years of the DOCV’ published in 2016 
to celebrate the club’s 40th anniversary. 

Download it for free on the website:  
https://docv.org/about-the-docv
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Desmoto member profile

MORE PROFILES WANTED

Help other members get to know you and complete our 
member questionnaire for Desmoto:

https://forms.gle/Yft9fczPGcZAfLj1A

(A free Google account is required to complete the form – 
this is to allow uploading a profile image)

MICHAEL COCCIA

Occupation?  Engineer

What suburb do you live in?  YARRAMBAT

When did you first join DOCV?  March 2021

What made you join the club?  Bought my first Ducati.

What bike(s) do you have?  Monster 659

What was your first bike? 
BMW G310R. I did 10K kms in 5 months on this bike then 
bought the 659.

What’s your dream bike? 
Panigale V2 Bayliss Edition. This will have to wait until I’m 
off LAMS restrictions.

What type of club events are you most interested in? 
Weekend rides, Midweek rides, Overnight rides

What’s your favourite Ducati colour?  Red

Your favourite road to ride in Victoria? 
Kinglake Healesville Road & surrounding regions.

What’s the greatest bit of equipment you bought for your 
garage/workshop recently?  Oxford paddock stand.

Do you follow any bike channels on YouTube, listen to 
podcasts or read bike magazines? Any recommendations? 
FortNine. DanDan the Fireman.

P R O F I L E

https://forms.gle/Yft9fczPGcZAfLj1A
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desmoto vendi

Have you any bikes, parts 
or accessories to sell? 
Send ads to editor@docv.org 

Ducati Dainese leather one-piece suit. Dainese leather 
suit, made in Italy. Excellent condition, totally unmarked. 
Size Euro 54. Suit up to 175cm height . Inner leg ~80cm. 
Collar to crotch ~73cm. Waist ~110cm. Removable 
protection. $380 ONO. Call Allan 0413 884 392 Wheelers Hill.

Scrambler Termignoni muffler. Suit 800cc Classic, Icon, 
urban etc. As new, no scratches. $300 ono. Stu 0417 059 689 
Surrey Hills Melb.

Another Bloody Multi for sale. Ricardo offers his 2013 
Multistrada 1200S to another careful owner! Only 24000 
km, mostly in touring mode.  rego to July 22. Just had 24k 
service at Mornington Ducati. New chain. Good tyres. Full 
touring Kit - panniers/topbox/tankbag. Lithium battery and 
upgraded starter wiring. Tuneboy cruise control & mapping. 
Termi slipon. Scottoiler. All original muffler & handguards 
etc in a box. Other minor mods but I’ve forgotten what 
they are for.  $14000 or thereabouts. Contact Ricardo on 
0419000320 or ricbegg@mac.com

V E N D I
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Changes to details and new events may be added 
after Desmoto goes to press, so please check  

www.docv.org and the DOCV Facebook page for the 
latest info before the event.

Please check the docv.org website for any registration 
requirements – some rides require registration to 

ensure adequate catering for meals, etc.

All rides leave on time. Arrive at least 30 minutes 
earlier for a coffee with a full tank. Thanks!

DOCV EVENTS

D O C V  E V E N T S

19 SEP 2021
DOCV Bikes & Coffee at Jay Leno’s Garage 
https://docv.org/event-4467825
For those of you who were at the July General Meeting you 
would have heard Evan Gale tell us all about the products 
available through Jay Leno’s Garage. 
Or you might have seen the huge hauls of product people have 
bought since!  
Evan also invited us to come and check out the Garage and 
come along for a coffee and a chat, in person.
More detail will be available shortly pending whatever it is 
COVID is doing.
If you think you might be interested in coming along please 
register so that we have an idea of numbers.

22 SEP 2021
September General Meeting 
https://docv.org/event-4460015
Hopefully we’ll be back to meetings in person if the plague 
allows.  In which case we’ll be back at the Manningham, 
otherwise we’ll be online again.
Guest speaker tbc shortly :-)

24 SEP 2021
Grand Final Weekend - Rutherglen 
CANCELLED

3 OCT 2021
Marysville Lunch with Kathy 
https://docv.org/event-4370152
This is another social lunch hosted by Kathy Hodge. It is 
intended as a short, sharp ride if you wish, or a drive allowing 
partners to get involved. Previous lunches have been well 
attended by other halves.
The venue for this one is Marysville’s Duck Inn.
The day is limited to 30 Members and guests, meeting there, 
registrations close after Sept 30.

8 OCT 2021
NSW Thunder Rally 
https://docv.org/event-4343643
The Thunder Rally is looking shaky for 2021 and at best will be 
postponed to Nov 19-21. The “A Group” have rolled over plans 
to the 2022 Rally instead. An offer to assist a second group 
will be repeated next year so there is plenty of time to mull 
what is a great trip.
DOCNSW’s Thunder Rally is scheduled for October 8-10 this 
year. It is again at Nundle and not to be confused with a 40th 
anniversary lead-in event at Lake Cargelligo (Oct 6-7).
An unofficial DOCV contingent is traveling up for the Rally. 
It is unofficial because first option was given to members of 
our 2017 and 2019 groups and the quota filled without actually 
opening to the wider Club.
This is an opportunity to self-organise a second group. Help 
is available with proven itineraries of around 8 nights as well 
as tips based on 2017/19 experience. Nundle is an appealing 
gold era town and the rally site at Sheba Dams is particularly 
attractive. The two groups would overlap there on Sat 9th then 
continue independently.
Staying in smaller towns is one reason the trip does not work 
for a large, consolidated group. Whether you are into old style 
rallies or not it is a great excuse to venture north and explore 
some of NSW’s best roads.
Non-camping options are available at Nundle if booked early. 
Alternatively the Rally works with a rest day at Tamworth 
(followed or preceded with the option of Oxley Hwy).
The event is in support of NSW Royal Rehab Centre and Rally 
registration includes a T shirt offer.
To be clear this is an offer to assist a second DOCV group. 
You are registering interest to join the group, it is not a 
commitment. It will require someone keen to emerge and run 
with the idea. The route and accommodation research is done 
if you choose to use it.
Further information: Geoff 0408 533152 or gsalmon@bigpond.
net.au

10 OCT 2021
Neil’s Easy Ride Place Holder 
https://docv.org/event-4156357 All details to follow.

https://docv.org/event-4467825
https://docv.org/event-4460015
https://docv.org/event-4370152
https://docv.org/event-4343643
mailto:gsalmon%40bigpond.net.au?subject=
mailto:gsalmon%40bigpond.net.au?subject=
https://docv.org/event-4156357
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20 OCT 2021
October General Meeting 
https://docv.org/event-4460017
We are assuming by now we’ll be back to meetings in person if 
the plague allows. 
For October we might be doing something a little different. 
Stay tuned for further details :-)

20 OCT 2021
Rubicon Rumba Midweek II 
https://docv.org/event-4369744
Postponed from Sept 15
Armando has engineered a morning that gets us to Thornton’s 
Rubicon Hotel for a timely lunch. The day is approx 220 km so 
our finish at Healesville should not be late. It is an excellent 
way to ease back in - if allowed.

24 OCT 2021
Not the Phillip Island Moto GP 
https://docv.org/event-4391652
Moto GP is cancelled for the second year running but we will 
take up the slack with a ride to the Wally Pub.

6 NOV 2021
Neil’s Jaunt to Euroa 
https://docv.org/event-4156345
Follow Neil around his backyard for an overnight stay at Euroa
Details to Come

14 NOV 2021
GODAD - Glenn & Oliver Down and Dirty 
https://docv.org/event-4370475
Getting Down And Dirty With Glenn & Oliver
Departing from Pakenham Maccas @9.00am, with full tanks 
(BP next door) and full tummys.
Morning session 237km lunching at Balook
Afternoon session 185km finishing at Longwarry
The roads will be normal but lots of unsealed, interspersed 
with transit sealed sections.
If you decide along the way that you have had enough of the 
unsealed, there will be sealed alternatives.
Suitable for all types who don’t mind the back end sliding and 
the front end shaking, and the bike requiring a wash when you 
get home.

17 NOV 2021
November General Meeting 
https://docv.org/event-4460018
We are planning on taking the November General Meeting 
back on the road.
More details to come.

21 NOV 2021
Ride & Lunch with John & Caroline 
https://docv.org/event-4370493
A decent ride of 200 km that starts from Diamond Creek and 
finishes with a leisurely lunch at Nillumbik Estate at Smiths 
Gully (St Andrews). A stop at Flying Tarts Bakery along the way 
makes it an indulgent kind of Sunday that ought to appeal to 
couples. All are welcome of course within our cap of 30.
Registration will open nearer the time.

28 NOV 2021
Red Plate Ride   
https://docv.org/event-4393666
A day hosted by ‘Club Permits Officer’ Daryl Grant.
Our recent Red Plate events have been successful rides but 
have not attracted classic bikes in great number. DOCV has 
70-odd permit scheme participants with 140 bikes. We have 
scheduled a lowish-risk date for weather and plan to coax 
more of them out!!

4 DEC 2021
Glenn’s Dargo Obsession 
https://docv.org/event-4154799
Glenn’s Yearly Dargo Run. Registration opens 17th September.
This ride and the number of participants is dependent on 
Victoria’s Covid restrictions.
Departing at 9.00 the route will take us thru the rolling South 
Gippsland hills to our lunch at Yinnar Hotel. We will have a 
short rest, recuperate and release in Loch along the way.
Following lunch we will make our way to Dargo with a short 
stop in Briagalong.
Sunday depart Dargo at 9.00 for a fill-up at Stratford, fuel/food, 
then onto Longwarry Hotel for lunch.
Following lunch we will slip back to Pakenham BP where the 
ride will finish.
For 2021 we shall re-introduce the formal evening attire, it’s not 
compulsory, just good fun.
We have all the motel rooms for couple accommodation. Dargo 
Central and Cathies House for single accommodation.

19 DEC 2021
Gav’s Christmas Ride 
https://docv.org/event-4370135
It ain’t over till the fat lady sings and the year isn’t finished till 
the Big Fella runs his Chrissy Ride. Join Gav for a sackful of joy, 
merriment and good cheer.

https://docv.org/event-4460017
https://docv.org/event-4369744
https://docv.org/event-4391652
https://docv.org/event-4156345
https://docv.org/event-4370475
https://docv.org/event-4460018
https://docv.org/event-4370493
https://docv.org/event-4393666
https://docv.org/event-4154799
https://docv.org/event-4370135
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Your DOCV Committee – who to contact if you need help or advice:

President Vice President/
membership Secretary Treasurer Club Captain Desmoto Editor Spares  /  

Club Permits

Mel Reynolds Rachael Alexander Peter Kardaras  Evan Rubenstein Geoff Salmon Matthias Siegel  Daryl Grant

All club matters Membership,
Stands in for Pres

Meeting minutes, 
official documents

Payments, accounts 
and advertising

Rides and  
Fun Days Desmoto Spares, tools

and advice

pres@docv.org vicepres@docv.org sec@docv.org treas@docv.org captain@docv.org editor@docv.org spares@docv.org

The mystery club identity is of course:  
KATHIE VAN VUGT

Keep checking DOCV.ORG  
for new events!

11-20 FEB 2022
Tiger Hunt 2022   https://docv.org/event-4138750
The plan is to head straight over the Highlands from Devonport 
for the first night at Strathgordon. It is followed by two nights 
at Tullah Lakeside Lodge on the west coast, single nights at 
Deloraine and St Helens, then a double-header in Hobart to 
finish. It is a double clockwise swirl that gets the west in first, 
just to confuse the anti-counterclockwisers.
Features of this Hunt include a multi-option day based from 
Tullah, quality time in the hills of northern Tasmania, working 
in the historic town of Ross (pictured) and sampling some 
new roads down south. More detail to be published in August 
Desmoto.
The plan is to head straight over the Highlands from Devonport 
for the first night at Strathgordon. It is followed by two nights 
at Tullah Lakeside Lodge on the west coast, single nights at 
Deloraine and St Helens, then a double-header in Hobart to 
finish. It is a double clockwise swirl that gets the west in first, 
just to confuse the anti-counterclockwisers.
Features of this Hunt include a multi-option day based from 
Tullah, quality time in the hills of northern Tasmania, working 
in the historic town of Ross (pictured) and sampling some 
new roads down south. More detail to be published in August 
Desmoto.

D O C V  E V E N T S

https://docv.org/event-4138750
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1. Ride Your Own Ride/Pace: 
The DOCV has riders of many differing skill levels as we 
have no minimum standard of skill required to join (other 
than a valid motorcycle license). 

Do not try and follow someone who is riding above YOUR 
comfortable pace as you may not be able to react to an 
emergency situation as well as they can. If you are pushing 
your limits trying to keep up, you are more likely to come to 
grief and possibly hurt others. The club would rather wait 
for you than you have an accident. 

Know your own limits and ride to them!

3. Corner Marking: 
Firstly, the ‘Lead’ rider and ‘Tail End Charlie’ (TEC) rider/s, 
plus any variation to the standard corner making system, 
are discussed at the riders briefing in the morning. So pay 
attention!

Upon approaching an intersection or turn-off that moves 
away from the current route, the lead rider signals to the 
second rider in the group to stop and wait with their bike 
clearly pointing in the new direction. Only once all other 
riders have passed and the TEC arrives may the corner 
marker move on and so on and so on. 

If something needs to be communicated to a corner marker, 
pull over and TELL them. You NEVER leave the corner till the 
TEC comes through and the TEC does not pass anyone. 

If you pull up at a T intersection and no one is there, STOP. 
It is easier to phone someone rather than trying to find 
someone heading in the wrong direction. 

When on a big ride with lots of turn-off’s the leader rider 
may pull over to regroup. If he stays on the bike, helmet 
and gloves on, do the same. It usually means that we’ll be 
continuing shortly.

5. Formation: 
Formation is mostly used in transit sections and is the way 
everyone rides staggered on alternate sides within a lane, 
one bike in the right hand wheel track, the other, behind and 
in the left hand wheel track and so on. For safety, as the 
speeds rise, so should the gap between riders. 

DO NOT ride side by side in the same lane. Keep to your 
side of the road. Do not move to the other side of the road 
before a corner (even on unmarked roads), it can lead to 
accidents from vehicles coming the other way or from 
someone overtaking you.

2. Petrol: 
When meeting in the morning for a ride, you are expected 
to have a FULL tank of petrol. If one fills up at a servo, we all 
fill up. Use the lead rider as a guide. 

4. Overtaking: 
Riding in a group can be heaps of fun, but it’s also important 
to remember those around for you. All we ask is that you 
have consideration for the whole group when riding. If a 
rider has caught up to you in a twisty section and they have 
their indicator on they are asking nicely to overtake you, 
so help them out, move to the left of your lane (if safe to 
do so) and kick them through. They are most likely quicker 
and would rather not overtake you in a dangerous spot/
manner. And do not race them to the next corner, this is 
very dangerous and will not be tolerated. 

BE PATIENT when you catch up to another rider, especially 
as they will most likely be letting you through momentarily. 
Most reckless overtaking moves happen because someone 
is rushing or trying to keep up. 

Most importantly, NEVER overtake on the left of someone in 
a single lane, only overtake on the right. When overtaking 
someone within the group don’t cut back immediately (if 
possible) and spray them with stones from the centre of the 
road. Avoid overtaking other bikes within the group at high 
speed. They often don’t see you coming and it frightens the 
crap out of them. When passing cars try to avoid overtaking 
as a group. The lead rider may judge their ‘overtake’ so that 
they can pass safely, but it may leave you hung out to dry on 
the wrong side of the road.

6. New members: 
For your first ride, the easiest place to start the day is at 
the back of the pack, regardless of how good a rider you 
may think you are. You most likely will have no idea of what 
people are doing or how fast they are capable of going, so 
this will save you from getting into a sticky situation. 

If you are comfortably keeping up, you can slowly move 
through the pack till you find someone who rides at the 
same pace as you, and generally, this will be a good 
place to stay. Try and avoid overtaking everyone in transit 
sections if it means holding them up in the next twisty 
section.

DUCATI OWNERS CLUB VICTORIA

Riding Etiquette
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BECOME A MEMBER
AND ENJOY THE BENEFITS:

•  Social interaction with other Ducati owners

•  Organised rides on Victoria’s more interesting roads

•   Service days, maintenance/repair/tuning,  
advice from other owners

•  Track days at the Phillip Island GP circuit

•  Monthly club magazine (Desmoto)

•   Discounts from a range of motorcycle  
and accessory retailers

•  Invitations to selected Ducati product launches

More Info: www.docv.org

DUCATI OWNERS CLUB
V I C T O R I A



www.docv.org


