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Like to contribute to Desmoto?

It’s easy – just email the Editor with
your article or photos or whatever
you think other DOCV members would
be interested in. Photos are best sent
in .jpg format separate of the article
(ie. don’t embed them in the Word
doc). Bigger pics are better than small
ones. All contributions will be very
gratefully received.

The email address for the Desmoto
editor is: editor@docv.org

The deadline for Desmoto is always
the last day of the month, except for
December because we don’t publish a
January edition.

Cover: Tony Deriu and his beautiful Sportclassic at the 2022 Distinguished Gentlemen's
Ride. Photo by Sandro Basso

Back page: DesmoSport Ducati in indigenous livery. Photo Ducati Media RBMotoLens
and Russell Colvin

INDICE
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Official DOCV Web Site:
https://www.docv.org

AGM coming up!

The next General Meeting is the AGM, please find
details about the nominees for committee in this
edition. https://docv.org/event-4659405

MESSAGGI IMPORTANTI #1

MESSAGGI IMPORTANTI #2

How to vote in the AGM:

https://docv.org/AGM

mailto:editor@docv.org
https://www.docv.org
https://docv.org/event-4659405
https://docv.org/AGM
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Disclaimer: Technical articles and comments printed in this magazine are the result of contributions from members. As such, the

views expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the Ducati Owners Club of Victoria Inc. (DOCV) The material contained in this

magazine is in the nature of general comment only, and is not advice on any particular matter. The DOCV editorship and

contributing authors do not accept any responsibility for the consequences of any action taken, or omitted to be taken, by any

person whether as a member or not, as a consequence of anything contained in, or omitted from, this magazine. Itinerary dates

and times are subject to last minute variation.

Magazine assembly by Peter Cusworth, Ph 0409 797 023 pcusworth53@gmail.com

Ducati Owners Club of Victoria Inc.
PO Box 16 Box Hill Victoria 3128

Incorporated Association Registration #A80B

General Meeting and Social Night held at:

The Manningham, 1 Thompsons Road Bulleen.
Third Tuesday of every month (except Jan):

7.00pm - social catch up and grab a bite to eat; 8.00pm - meeting starts.

DOCV Committee Members and Office Bearers

President: Mel Reynolds
pres@docv.org

Vice President: Rachael Alexander
vicepres@docv.org

Secretary: Oliver Barrett
sec@docv.org

Treasurer: Evan Rubenstein
treas@docv.org

Club Captain: Geoff Salmon
captain@docv.org

Co-captains: Neil Larson, Garry
Elphinstone, Glenn Loechel, Gavin Hodge,
Kathy Hodge, Mark Slater, Armando
Mercuri, John Lyon, Caroline Ewans,
Orlando Iluffi, Daryl Grant, Peter Shearman

Editor: Neil Larson
editor@docv.org

Spares: Daryl Grant
spares@docv.org

Library: Garry Elphinstone
librarian@docv.org

Club Permit Officer: Daryl Grant
clubpermit@docv.org

Merchandise: Aldo Mosenich
merchandise@docv.org

Life Members:
Garry Elphinstone, Ric Begg, Peter Shearman,
Gerard Porter, Gary Parnaby, Lawrence Gibbs,
Peter Sack, Stephen Frew, Ralph Green (dec),
John Slater, Russ Murray.
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Ciao! And Wow!

It’s an odd, but strangely comforting feeling to be back in the
editor’s chair again.

Huge thanks to Matthias for producing an excellent magazine
over the last 2 years!

I’ve thoroughly enjoyed the new format, the super bright
images, and the entertaining content.

Awesome job Matthias, and thanks for the detailed handover,
tea and cake : )

Unfortunately post Desmoto handover I’ve been interstate for
5 days and on the QB Brass Monkey ride for 2, so I haven’t had
a huge amount of time to devote to the June edition.
Thankfully there are more committed members than me out
there, massive thankyou’s to Rachel, Mel, Tony, Sandro, the
committee and others for their timely and quality
contributions.

My first edition of
Desmoto was April
2010. I’ll never forget
the awesome cover
photo Russ Murray
provided for that issue:
Nori Haga
photographed from
above, sitting on his
1198R in the pits at PI. I
went out and bought a
Haga 41 ‘Fire and ice’
helmet after that. My
last edition as Ed of
Desmoto was March
2014, with another
epic Russ Murray
photo of Bob Garner
on his TT2 Ducati at
the Island Classic.
Fond memories!

Acknowledgments
Desmoto would not be possible without contributions from
our members, partners and other various sources, who have
put a lot of their time and effort into making this edition
informative and a good read.

This edition features much appreciated contributions by (in
no particular order):

Matthias Siegel, Rachael Alexander, Tony Deriu, Sandro
and Elda Basso, Oliver Barrett, Mel Reynolds, Ducati
Media House, Desmo dh Dave, Michael Evans, and more.
Plus the DOCV committee and various YouTubers.

Thanks to everybody!

editoriale
N e i l L a r s o n

C O M M I T T E E R E P O R T S

As former editor Rachel reminded me this week, Desmoto is a
hamster wheel! It only stops spinning in January each year
when we don’t produce an issue. But it’s a very rewarding job,
and made much easier by the generous contributions of
members.

When I took over from Russ in early 2010 he emphasized the
fact that it isn’t the editor’s job to write material for the
magazine. To mangle a famous quote, “it’s for the members by
the members.”

So the quality of Desmoto reflects the club member’s desires
and efforts as much as it does the editor’s.

Ie. It’s your magazine – so please let me know what you would
like to see in it.

And please think about contributing – be it an article, short
gear test, bike review (these are always good – review your
own bike!), whatever you think members will enjoy.

It’s a secret that being the Editor gives you a superpower - the
perfect excuse to ask members all sorts of questions about
their love for Ducati, their bikes and their story. Members
don’t seem to mind if you visit and take photos of their bikes
and dig into their Ducati history ; )

I’m keen to have more cover photos of club members and their
bikes, and more stories of how they got there. I’d like to put
you on the cover. Writing an article is a good start ; )

Ciao,

Neil
0409 337 544
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president’s
report

M e l R e y n o l d s

Wow, hasn’t the year flown by, guess that happens when
we’ve been able to get out and do things again. Almost

like normal again. This time last year we had just entered yet
another “snap” lockdown. They always started out as 5 day or
7 day lockdowns but if I remember correctly only one of them
actually went for as long as they said it would! But how good
has it been to be able to ride and go away again without
worrying too much about having to cancel and reschedule
everything for anything other than the weather I know
we’ve made the most of it and managed to squeeze a few trips
in this year and we are planning a few more for when it starts
to warm up again. Just need to get that leave booked at work
now….

AGM Time

And we are back to that time of year already, yep, its AGM
time again. This year we have Vice President, Treasurer and
Editor up for grabs. Rach is standing again and we have two
great candidates standing for the other roles, thanks George
and Neil. We are using the same functionality used last year
via the new website to take proxy votes so if you have not
already voted, follow the links that you’ll find elsewhere in
Desmoto and on the website to get your vote in.

I need to say a big thank you to both Evan and Matthias for
their time on the committee. It is more than safe to say we
wouldn’t have been able to do anywhere near the work we’ve
done in the last 2 years without their invaluable knowledge an
input so thanks guys!

Navigating the last 12 months as President

Whilst this year seems to have been a much more stable year
it hasn’t been without its own challenges. We started the
year with continuing lockdowns which meant we were still
limited in what we could do and where we could go. Thankfully
they eased toward the back end of last year and we could get
back to doing the things that we love. There were some
nervous times about border restrictions and the impact they
might have had on the Tassie Tiger Hunt but thankfully all was
well there!

We have continued on our plan to get the back-end
management of the Club more systematic which has proven
very useful with Peter K having to step aside temporarily. It
has made the handover to Oliver as he stepped in so much
easier. There is more to do in that space and we’ll continue to

chip away at it as we all learn to leverage the technology
introduced to maximise its potential.

Probably the biggest challenge we’ve faced this year are the
changes Ducati are proposing to our DOC affiliation. Whilst
things have been a bit quiet on that front lately it has been
interesting to see that Ducati themselves have been quiet on
the whole thing. There also appears to have been somewhat
of a softening in their communications, even referring to Clubs
as “Ducati Owners” again in some of their communications.
We may all be imaging that, but it seems that our strategy of
going softly softly is paying dividends. And perhaps some of
the restructuring that has happened recently at Ducati has
also played a part. We had a meeting of most of the Australian
Presidents recently to discuss our combined strategy for
approaching Ducati to clarify those outstanding questions we
have and with Scott of the DOCNSW going to the World
Presidents Meeting in July he is on a bit of a fact-finding
mission. In the meantime, Oliver is going through a process of
comparing the requirements of the agreement with our Club
constitution, as are the other Clubs across the country. We
will from there understand what the real ask is. The plan is to
have a full understanding of what the real changes are and
what they mean to our Club so that we are ready to put this to
a member vote in November so you can make the decision on
what we do with next year’s affiliation.

Strategic plan for the DOCV

The committee has continued to work through the key pillars
developed as part of our 2020 strategic plan albeit at a slightly
slower pace than last year because, well, we could ride again.
The focus for 2021/22 moved onto

• Enhancing the annual membership packs

• Providing a variety of activities from rides to social
activities

• Leveraging our social media platforms and developing
engaging content

• Continuing to build alignment with relevant industry
partners

• Continuing to build relationships with our fellow DOCs

There is a lot more to do still and you will see some of that as
we move through 2022 and into 2023.
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Fun Days

Our Fun Days have been on hold for this past year. The last
couple didn’t go as well as we needed them to so for 2022 we
have been trying something a little different to give those of
us who like track riding the opportunity. Firstly, we negotiated
with Champions a bulk discount rate at one of their days at
Broadford which 10 members took advantage of. Wasn’t quite
the same as a DOCV day but most of us garaged together and it
still had that DOCV camaraderie we all love about our days,
just with a few extras along as well. We will look to do
something similar with PI Ride Days in the second half of the
year at Phillip Island. We also had the Ducati Track Day in
March at PI, and there was one in Sydney as well for anyone
who was willing to make the road trip. These are planned to be
an annual event and will only improve as the guys learn more
about what works and what could be improved on.

The aim for 2023 is to try one more time to run another DOCV
day at Phillip Island. This will be dependent on what dates are
available which we won’t know until all the racing and
commercial dates are locked in but we’ll try for the back half
of the year given Ducati will try for the first half. For these
days to run though we need you, our members, to come along.
If you have ever had an interest in trying out a track day, then
these are the days for you. Numbers are smaller than on a
commercial track day meaning you have heaps of space out on
track, you can happily ride at your own pace without worrying
about getting in anyone’s way and you have all of your DOCV
family there to help you out. So once we have more detail
please jump on and register if you want these days to stay as
part of our Club calendar.

Membership Benefits

Many of you would have by now received your member packs.
Timely given the recent weather it seems! We are looking to
expand the benefits we can provide to our members and one of
those being an enhanced member pack each year. And
something that is, hopefully, going to be useful and just a bit
special. We’ll change these up each year, but you can expect
to see a little goodie pack each year after you’ve renewed.

We have also outsourced the pick and pack of these to make
things easier on our volunteer committee so now that a few of
the initial wrinkles are getting ironed out this should be a
smoother process going forward. But of course, you will need
to ensure your address details are correct because your packs
will get sent to your registered address. If you’ve moved
recently, or since we last mailed you something, you will need
to update your address!

If you haven’t received yours just yet the next lot will be
coming out shortly. The aim is to send them out every 2
months to pick up any members who join or renew throughout
the year.

Looking forward

We have continued to see the bike sales trend continue
upward which is great for motorcyclists and Ducati had
another great year. That also meant that we saw a bunch of
new members joining the Club. A big welcome to all those new
DOCV’ers who joined us during the past year. I look forward to
seeing you out and about on a ride or at a meeting.

There is a lot of riding planned for the rest of the year with the
Club calendar filling up through to January 2023 now with a
few extra social things on the horizon as well. The plan is to
ensure we have a calendar full of all sorts of activities to suit
all our members so, as usual, if there is anything you would like
to see on the calendar, please let us know. And if you would
like to put your hand up to arrange an event that would be
fantastic!

For me personally this has been a really busy year, between
the Club, work, joining the Victorian Motorcycle Council, kids
moving out, then moving house again, then one of them moving
state and trying to get as much track riding practice and
coaching as I can it feels like it’s been never ending. I’m almost
looking forward to the depths of winter where I have not too
much planned!

Thanks again for another fantastic Club year everyone and see
you on the road soon

Gear review request
Bought a nice piece of gear lately? Happy with it?
Like to tell members about it? Please do!
Feel free to send us a quick 5 minute review:

• What is it? Website? • Where to get it?

• How much did it cost? • Why is it good?

• Suggestions for use? • Can it be improved?
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lettera
delsegretario

O l i v e r B a r r e t t

Hi all. Your new ‘Accidental ‘ Club secretary here. I don't
know how many of these reports there will be from me –

hopefully only a couple as that will mean that Peter Kadaras is
back in the saddle with things all sorted.

This month I want to comment on a few things.

Firstly I want to recognise all the help I received as
unexpectedly I was asked to put my feet under the Secretary
desk at very short notice. In particular Mel, Evan and Peter K
(despite his focus properly being elsewhere) gave freely of
their time and expertise to guide me through the ‘Club
backrooms’ – a steep learning curve made easier by their
helping hands. They of course can never get that time back, so I
do hope they do not regret spending it.

Second I would like to say how surprised and delighted I was to
see how modern and up to date our club backrooms are.
Without wishing to dampen any particular pockets I should say
that I think the heavy lifting has been done mainly by former
Super Sec Kathie van Vugt, Treasurer Evan and Editor
Matthias. Fair to say their tech abilities far exceed mine. We all
owe them for the many unrecognised hours that task would
have taken.

Third is the issue of tolerance. I think we have at least our fair
share of individualists in our Club and personally I view that as a
good thing. I (and others) value the diversity evident in the Club
membership and enjoy frank and lively wide-ranging
discussions over bikes, wokeness, politics and just about
every other topic under the sun. Generally in the time I have
been a member (since about 2008) people have been tolerant of
other views and if there have been differences of opinion they
are usually dealt with by having a chat direct with the person
and then moving on. I was somewhat disappointed to see
recently some examples of intolerance of views and unfairly
playing the individual not the issue arising out of something on
the Tiger Hunt. Can I encourage everyone to move back to
debating issues, not playing the person and respecting that
there is always room for people to have different view?

If you have an issue it is generally best to discuss it direct with
the person involved. Apart from this recent isolated exception
the general tolerance and acceptance of diversity of views
evidenced through the Club is part of what I enjoy and love
about the Club and its members. Long may that continue!

Finally I am thinking about each month using a ‘bike’ picture to
illustrate how closely riding bikes reflects life in general. Given

the many dumb things I have done with or on (sometimes off)
bikes I have a good few photos I can use! Today’s photo
illustrates how sometimes in life one can get in a rut but with a
bit of effort one can generally get out – fortunately the big
white helmet precludes lip reading what I said!

Cheers

Oliver

NEXT ISSUE
• Do you own a very special

Ducati? (Let’s be honest,
pretty much any Ducati
qualifies…) Why not write
a portrait about your pride
and joy for Desmoto! Let
others know what you
like and don’t like, what
to look out for when
buying one.

• Have you been on a
beautiful bike trip
recently, perhaps overseas
(okay, not very likely)? Why not share your experience
with other readers!

• Bought some useful new bike gear? Why not write a
review for Desmoto!

Articles are best sent in as a PDF or Word document.
Photos ideally in JPEG format, and please include them as
separate files. For quality reasons larger photos are
better than smaller ones.

All contributions will be gratefully received.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS: END OF THE MONTH.

editor@docv.org
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relazione
dellavicepresidente

R a c h a e l A l e x a n d e r

Well, it has happened. I now wear the Rona Crown. So, if
you had any expectations when you began to read this

report, please lower them.

I write this in the purgatory of isolation, over a long weekend,
with new bikes that beckon to be ridden. There is also an epic
wait until our next scheduled long weekend, through the
depths of winter until Grand Final Friday. All because of a little
red line on a test, that was where you do not want it to be.
Plus, Orlando blames me for giving it to him. I am sure he will
get lots of milage out of it as well.

It seems that my choice to run the gauntlet to visit my sister in
Brisbane has not paid off long-term. But it felt good to be able
to travel again, see family and to head to warmer climes. Plus, I
found a fantastic second-hand bookshop Archives Books
https://www.archivesfinebooks.com.au/ Unwittingly I only
took a small suitcase, so I had to colonise Orlando’s to get my
purchases back, he was not impressed as force was required
to close both.

I did re-remind him of the research that shows that there is a
positive correlation between the number of books owned by a
household and higher IQs for the occupants, but he was not
swayed. Especially after he has nearly done his back in
multiple times, having to shift my book collection around.
Although I did say that we should not use such large boxes …

Great to see that the member packs and cards have found their
way to members who are making good use of the beanies. I
know mine has been very useful since my return from
Brisvegas. If you are newer member and joined from about
mid-May onwards your membership packs will go out in early
July, we have not forgotten about you as we send them out in
batches, so you will need to hang in there a bit longer.

Our Annual General Meeting in July is when we run elections
for our committee positions. The term for each committee
member is two years, but individuals can re-stand if they wish
to stay longer than a single term. If you are a full member
(associate members are those who do not own a Ducati) you
can vote either online or in person at the AGM. The positions
that are up for election this year are: Vice President,
Treasurer, and Editor. For further information which includes a
link to vote online was sent out via email on 22 May.

I would like to say a big thank you to the outgoing Treasurer,
Evan Rubenstein and Editor, Matthias Siegel for their
contribution to the club over the last couple of years and in
particular their efforts that allowed our new website and club
platform on Wild Apricot to happen. Without their IT acumen
and many hours of background toil, I don’t think it would have
materialised, or at the very least it would have cost the DOCV
a bunch more of money.

I have just seen that Jack Miller has signed with KTM for
2023/2024 Moto GP season. Well, it is on Facebook so it must
be true. Now I have something more to lament over the
weekend. I hope that KTM is not a career killer for him. I also
hope that sometime in the future the Moto GP universe will hit
that ‘goldilocks spot’ with an Australian aboard a Ducati.

Stay warm, take care, and keep shining your lights.

Rachael

https://www.archivesfinebooks.com.au/


Domenica, 9 Ottobre

We still need a volunteer ride leader for Sunday, October 9.
The date sits best with everything around it but yours

truly is unavailable – I will be somewhere between Nundle and
Mudgee on secret Thunder Rally business. Chris Williams had
offered but was forced to retract. He promptly substituted
another ride in lieu of. I am grateful for Chris’s enthusiasm and
indeed anyone who steps forward to lead a ride – fresh ideas
and variety are needed and welcome.

The weekend before October 9 is straight after Grand Final/
Rutherglen and the weekend following is the Phillip Island GP. It
is a case of a volunteer stepping up for the 9th or nothing for
several weeks. If you are tempted you can be certain of help
and support.

New Lid
When is it time to buy a
new helmet – after 8
years?..after it has hit
the deck a couple of
times?..when the fit
becomes loose? It was a
case of all of the above
for my black and silver GT
Air. I have not used it
much since buying a Shoei
flip-face in Richmond
livery and choosing that to fit a Sena bluetooth. Still, I do like
two of everything when it comes to motorcycles and it was
time to put safety first and update. For me, the most telling
factor was looseness of fit – something accentuated by the
recent loss of my cherub chops. My lesson learned is always
choose smaller when sizing is borderline, the padding soon
compresses and makes for a safer and longer lasting purchase.

Neck fatigue by Day 4 or 5 is an occasional complaint with ST
ergonomics and it tipped the scales in favour of an X-Lite 903
Ultra Carbon. They are serious bucks when you add on Nolan’s
proprietary N-Com set-up. The N-Com partly robs the helmet
of its 1.5 kg selling point but that is because it has a real
battery, not a pathetic “non-serviceable” one like my Sena
20s. That is something that I will forever bag Sena for, given
their cost. There was shock and horror when I learned that N-
Com is actually a Nolan branded Sena, but I have higher hopes
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ilrapportodel
capitano

G e o f f S a l m o n

for the new one given its development and tailored match to
the helmet.

I am proud to say that I bought local rather than online. Mick
Hone is my local bike shop and Mick helped with his usual,
matey manner, got in what I needed within a few days, and if
issues develop, I know where to find him!

#$@&%!!
Riding motorcycles does not always soothe away life’s
worries and elevate the spirits. Road safety zealotry can drive
my mood in the opposite direction at times. And I mean single-
focus fanaticism, not sensible and measured caution. The
latest to draw a frown (and a WTF?! from inside the X-Lite) is
the reduced speed limit between Flowerdale and Strath Creek.
The entire 13 km is now 80 kph. At first I assumed “New Speed
Limit” was an extension of Flowerdale’s town zone. It kept
going and I then thought it must be in lieu of fixing a few rough
patches. It is with great disappointment that riding this quiet
road at an appropriate and safe speed is now a licence-losing
risk.

Another change to raise my hackles are several 80 kph zones
created on Princes Highway between Pakenham and
Longwarry North. Here we have a rural situation, dual
carriageway with a median divide, good vision and a highway
designed for safe trucking at 100 kph. Enter the safety
engineers. Perhaps three side roads and a couple of farm
gates, spread over a few kilometres, are now deemed too
numerous. Their solution is to choke the whole system down
to 80 kph. I didn’t double back to analyse it carefully (being TEC
on Shearm’s Link Run ride) but it seemed a permanent
reduction and a short-sighted alternative to building proper
entry and exit lanes at perhaps some of those intersections.
The zealots are getting bolder.

Top 6
DOCV activity can be indulgent. When the Club gets relegated,
for whatever reason, it is appreciated when people cancel. Our
Wild Apricot system allows this and it is not difficult – log-in,
click on the “already registered” link next to the event and you
will find a big, bold, cancellation button. It is that simple.
Succumbed to family pressures? Bike still in bits? Turned
pussy with the forecast?...whatever, these are 6 reasons why
cancelling is appreciated:
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treasurer’s
report

E v a n R u b e n s t e i n

May 2022 April 2022

INCOME

Desmoto

Events 560.00 285.00

Memberships 569.19 959.80

Merchandise

Other 1.63 0.13

Total income 1,130.82 1,244.93

EXPENSES

Cost of Sales

Desmoto 1,728.00

Events 432.55

Membership 2,416.10

Other 123.93 1075.05

Total Expenses 2,540.03 3,235.60

Operating Profit/(Loss) (1,409.21) (1,990.67)

Cheque Account 52,087.42 52,483.52

Paypal 3229.36 2,198.12

Debit Card 1,910.50 1,936.83

Cash reserve 17,051.77 17,051.04

Term Deposit 2 5,276.74 5,725.84

Term Deposit 3 5,285.20 5,285.20

Trade Debtors

Other Assets 2,013.60 2,013.60

Net Assets 83,625.23 86,694.15

1. An accurate ride list can be pre-printed

2. You are one less to contact if the ride is cancelled or
altered in a significant way

3. The lunch reservation, and any other forewarning, is
accurate

4. Avoids potential wait time by the group for non-arrivals

5. Avoids needless concern as to why you didn’t show as
expected

6. Respects your Mum’s lessons on courtesy

MT23
Next year’s Mini Turismo is set for the weekend of March 11-13
and Beechworth is confirmed as our base for a very promising
weekend. The likely route includes several Upper Murray roads
that are newly sealed. Hopefully they are still 100 kph by the
time we get there! A public thank-you to one of our north-east
members in Leigh Smith (aka Leroy Ranger) who has been
helpful with local intelligence.

Cin Cin,

Geoff
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Things of Beauty

Ducati 1299R FE

Desmoto needs two fiercely independent (or not) reporters to give us a
summary of WSBK and motoGp each month.

El Capitano has ride leaders and el editorano* needs race passiones* to assist.

ie. Neil doesn’t keep up with the racing, but he’d like some input for members who do.

All we need is a brief summary of what happened in the recent races. It can be in simple point form.

eg. Bayliss lead from pole and didn’t look back! Fire streamed out of his exhaust while he cavorted like a
chimpanzee making the 1098R do things other riders find physically impossible. You get the idea.

Sound exciting? Just email editor@docv.org with your interest. Thanks!

*Made up Italian words

Ever wanted to experience the rugged life of a foreign correspondent
reporting from the edge of nowhere with foes and fiends at every turn?

CALL FOR RACING CORRESPONDENTS

mailto:
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DESMOTO ADVERTISING
Advertise your product or business to our club
members, partners and their extended network. Since
going digital-only, Desmoto has seen a steady increase
in popularity. Recent editions have seen download
numbers of 1,000+ on our website, and the magazine is
shared with friends and partners of DOCV, as well as
interstate DOC and bike clubs in Australia.

Advertising rates for Desmoto are for a 12 month
calendar period from the first ad placed. This will
cover 11 issues (there is no magazine in January).

Your advertisement can be updated at any time at no
further cost during this period.

DOCV members receive a free business card-sized ad
for their business for free.

For more information, or to book an ad, please reach out
to Evan at treas@docv.org

Thank you for your support!

ADVERTISING FEES 11 issues
Full page ad..........................................................$500
½ page ad.............................................................$300
¼ page ad.............................................................$200
⅛ page ad (Business card size).........................$100
Full page ad (inside covers) *.............................$750
½ page ad (inside covers) * ................................$400
¼ page ad (contents page) .................................$250
* If available

Ducati on YouTube
IDK this, but maybe you did – Ducati has a Youtube channel:

https://www.youtube.com/c/ducati/videos

and it looks interesting!

mailto:treas@docv.org
https://www.youtube.com/c/ducati/videos
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TOOL(S) OF THE MONTH

DOCV rattle gun and
Norbar torque wrench
By Neil

Imust be a slow learner. Revise that – I am a slow learner
– for years I’ve been removing and tightening the rear

wheel nut on my beloved Duc with a 46 mm socket, a¾ inch
bar and a very long piece of water pipe. Doing it this way is
a complete PITA, and takes two people and some effort.
One club ride I’d recounted my problems doing this when
someone asked why I didn’t just borrow the DOCV rattle
gun and torque wrench. Uh,
you can borrow stuff that
makes this job really easy?
Geez, should have realised
that a long time ago.

How to borrow DOCV tools?
Ask Spares Officer Daryl! So I
emailed him to book the tools
and caught up with him at the
next meeting. I took home
heavy Makita tool box and a
very nice looking Nobar
torque wrench. How easy is
this!?

The rattle gun whipped off
the rear wheel nut in an
instant and rattled it back on
again just as easily.

I set the torque wrench to 180
Nm and tightened
it up – click went
the wrench at
much less effort
than I’d been using
with my bar and
water pipe. So I’ve
been
overtightening
that nut for a long
time, exacerbating
the effort required
to remove it. Doh.

T O O L ( S ) O F T H E M O N T H

After I had the wheel back on I had a closer look
at the tools. The rattle gun is a 240V Makita½
inch drive gun with forward and reverse (as
you’d expect) and that’s it. It is reassuringly
heavy and looks like it would survive the
apocalypse. Included in the steel case are an
assortment of impact sockets and Allen heads,
including the 46 mm socket for 916 rear wheel
nuts. Looks like it’s used for a lot of things
Ducati.

I just checked the price on these and
they retail for $500 (without the
sockets) so it is a serious piece of gear.
Specs: 440W, 1.9A, 1700 rpm, 2000
impacts/min

The Norbar toque wrench is a very, very
nice piece of engineering. It really is
bl00dy gorgeous – it has an easy to read
window for the torque setting, a sliding
head so it can be used for both left and
right hand threads (most torque
wrenches can’t do a left hand thread)
and has the weight and feel of
something special.

Specs: Model 330, 60 – 330 Nm,½” square drive.

In summary: Great tools, and service with a smile!

Rating:

Norbar torque
wrench in use.

Solid

kit.

The old bar and water pipe technique.

Norbar torque wrench.

Easy peasy.
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G E A R R E V I E W

Alpine Earplugs
By Michael Evans

Most bike riders I know wear ear protection of some sort,
anything from expensive moulded plastic plugs with or

without being wired for sound, through to soft foam ones from
the chemist.

If you’re looking for reasonably priced, comfortable and
effective earplugs you should try Alpine MotorSafe Plugs,
available online and at several Melbourne retail stores.

I first came across them about ten years ago, advertised in the
new products section of a bike magazine. Nothing I had been
using up until then really worked very well, and I couldn’t
justify spending hundreds of dollars on moulded plastic plugs.

What I like about them is that they are soft and comfortable
enough to wear all day, and they effectively reduce wind noise
to a more-than-bearable level but aren’t noise cancelling, so
you can still hear what
someone nearby is saying,
albeit muffled, as well as
your bike and the traffic
around you.

The earplugs come with a
plastic applicator to insert
the plug into the ear canal;
it’s fiddly, but no more so
than most earplugs. (Ed:
Michael explained that the
applicator makes a huge
difference to the earplug
performance – he first
used them without the

applicator, but when he finally did use it he really noticed the
improvement in noise reduction). They also come with a small
carry case, which I would highly recommend getting into the
habit of using every time you’re not wearing them, as, from
experience, they are easy to lose!

The plugs sold by Australian retailers come in a packet of four,
with red ‘filters’ in one pair meant for racing, and black ‘filters’
in the other pair for road riding. I cannot tell any difference
between the two types of filters, and just have the second
pair as spares.

The Australian company Earjobs (earjobs.com.au), where I
have bought the last couple of sets, rated the Alpine earplugs
number 1 in their review of the top 5 motorcycle earplugs in
January 2019. Their price for the packet of four plugs is $49.95.

Rating:
Michael and his Alpine ear plug case.

http://www.earjobs.com.au/
https://www.earjobs.com.au/blogs/news/earjobs-top-5-motorcycle-ear-plugs
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Ducati Media Release 12 June 2022

DesmoSport Ducati is proud to
release our indigenous livery

ahead of the fourth round of the
Australian Superbike
Championship (ASBK) next
weekend. Designed by Gold
Coast based artist and
performer, Luther Cora, the
artwork on the DesmoSport
Ducati Panigale V4 R brings
together elements of the
Yugambeh Language Region, now
known as the Gold Coast and
Tweed Heads.

Team co-owner, Ben Henry:
"When the opportunity came up
to run an indigenous themed
livery on the bike, it wasn't even a question for Troy and I, but
we really wanted to have something that connected back to
the team and represented where we are based. We met Luther
through the Jellurgal Aboriginal Cultural Centre just down the
road from us here in Burleigh Heads, and straight away he had
some ideas of how to bring some of the stories of the
Yugambeh Language Region to life on the Panigale V4 R."

Luther Cora: "I'm happy that the team wanted to represent our
area in this way and to have my artwork on the bike. Australian
Aboriginal culture is the oldest living culture in the world, over
60,000 years old and it's not just Aboriginal culture, it’s
Australian culture, it belongs to each and every one of us. All
the songs, the stories, the designs, it belongs to every
Australian and it's something for us all to embrace and be proud
of together. The design that I've done here, the dots represent

coming together. The area where the Gold Coast airport sits
was a big meeting ground where many tribes would come
together. The design towards the bottom represents the salt
water, the rivers and waterways. There's 5 rivers in this area
that are important to our family groups, the Yugambeh
Language group, from the Tweed River to the Logan River and
out to the Beaudesert area. On top of the bike is our totem, the
eagle, named Mibin. He's very important to our family, like a
brother to us. Together, this really represents my family, and
represents the Gold Coast area."

Bryan Staring: "Although I'm back living in Western Australia, I
lived on the Gold Coast for quite a while, so I'm proud to be
riding a bike in Darwin that tells some of the story of the
Yugambeh Language group, the original owners and caretakers
of the Gold Coast area. Learning about the importance of the

DESMOSPORT DUCATI IN INDIGENOUS LIVERY
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waterways, the traditional meeting
places and of Mibin, the eagle, has
been really interesting, and I hope at
the very least, our bike helps more
people learn these stories and more.
Luther is passionate about his
heritage and the way he talks about
culture and ancestors is inspiring."

Make sure you follow the team's
social media to stay up to date:
@DesmoSport_Ducati

Borgo Panigale (Bologna, Italy), 13 June 2022

Dear President,

We are happy to announce that Ducati Streetfighter V2
range expands with the introduction of a new matt

metallic green colour that enhances the design of the bike.

The Streetfighter V2 is a sports naked with a unique character,
aimed at motorcyclists who are looking for a bike capable of
combining the sporting DNA of the Panigale V2 with the riding
attitude and style of the Streetfighter.

The new Storm Green colour scheme chosen by the Centro
Stile Ducati enhances the clean, sharp and essential lines of
the Streetfighter V2, reinforcing the unique character of the
bike and its innate ability to attract attention. The matt finish
is perfectly combined with the chromatic context of the
mechanical parts, while the metallic grain creates a very
evident play of contrasts on the different surfaces.

The Storm Green colour scheme will be available in Ducati
dealerships from July 2022, discover it on our website!

STREETFIGHTER V2 IN STORM GREEN

https://@DesmoSport_Ducati
https://www.ducati.com/ww/en/bikes/streetfighter/streetfighter-v2
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• Ducati open new flagship store at Essendon Fields

• The Grand Opening celebrated the new partnership with
Preston Motors Group

• Ducati Melbourne West is set to provide a new level of
premium customer experience

Melbourne, (Australia), 27th May, 2022:

Ducati Australia and New Zealand is
proud to confirm the grand opening

of the newest flagship Ducati
dealership, Ducati Melbourne West.

This exclusive, 360 square metre
facility located at Essendon Fields is
the result of a new partnership with
long established and well-respected
motor vehicle retailer, Preston Motors
Group and Ducati Australia and New
Zealand.

The exclusive dealership reflects the
core values of Ducati and showcases
the entire Ducati and Scrambler Ducati
range, with a boutique dedicated to
Ducati accessories and clothing, a focus
on aftersales service as well as a café,
creating a new destination for Ducatisti
to enjoy and trust.

Ducati Melbourne West was officially opened last night and
was celebrated by 200 guests who were provided with an
exclusive glimpse of the flagship facility and were immersed in
Italian style and culture.

Sergi Canovas, Managing Director of Ducati Australia and New
Zealand: “Preston Motors Group is already a part of our

DUCATI MELBOURNE WEST GRAND OPENING
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Volkswagen family with their long association with Porsche.
Their existing legacy with customer experience and
performance, aligns with the global Ducati dealer network. I’m
excited to see the dealership open with such a passionate
team and to see the Ducati community continue to grow with
this state-of-the-art facility.’

Preston Motors Group Chief Executive Officer, Robert
Gattereder: “I’m a motorcyclist myself and of European
heritage, so to bring the iconic brand of Ducati into our portfolio

is as exciting for me as it is for our business. With our rich
history and driven culture, we’re committed to defining a new
benchmark for customer satisfaction in Victoria. Ducatisti who
visit our flagship dealership will experience a new engaging
destination concept and will feel a warm welcome from the
first moment they enter. We look forward to bringing the
Italian pride of Ducati to our new flagship store and delivering a
premium customer experience.”

Located close to Melbourne International Airport and only 15
minutes to the city centre, the Essendon Fields dealership is
officially now open following a grand celebration yesterday
evening. The newest Ducati destination, Ducati Melbourne
West is located at 295 Wirraway Road, Essendon Fields.
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la passione italiana

Available online at: 
www.automotivesuperstore.com.au

Reunite your Italian motorcycle with Italian oils and lubricants for the ultimate riding experience.

The eni i-Ride lubricants range is born out of the AGIP tradition, with a long heritage built on experience, 
enriched by eni’s cutting edge research and technology.

eni i-Ride high-performance lubricants are capable of providing superior protection, longer service intervals 
and improved reliability for your bike’s engine. Individual formulas are designed specifically to meet the 
strains of stop-start street riding, distance touring, extreme off-road riding, scooters, track day race bikes 
and everthing in between.

Harness the power of la passione italiana and put the 
six-legged fire breathing dog to the test. 
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Proud supporters of the DOCV
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Nervous of riding in the rain? Don't be.

The basics of riding well in the wet are

the same as riding in the dry, you just

need to think a little harder…

By Tim Dickson

http://www.visordown.com/features/advanced-riding/wet-weather-motorcycle-riding-tips

Wet weather
motorcycle
riding tips

SOME PEOPLE ACTUALLY like riding in the rain. Really, they
do. And there's a reason for it. The challenge of wet

weather machine control can be as appealing as riding in the
dry, perhaps more so. But for others, riding in the rain is such a
fearful prospect that they simply don't bother.

That's the wrong approach. If you ride a bike in southern Aus
then you’re going to get caught out more than once in a while,
so developing wet riding skills should be high on your agenda.
And there's no secret to it: the key to swift, safe riding in the
wet is no different to that in the dry - you need to be smooth,
relaxed and confident. Those three things are the building
blocks of good riding no matter what the conditions. If you find
it's necessary to make significant changes to your riding in the
wet in order not to feel like you're constantly about to crash,
there's probably something that needs addressing with your
riding overall, not just when the heavens open. The trouble
with modern suspension, brakes and tyres is that they are so
good that many basic riding errors are masked or can be got
away with in the dry. But once it's wet there's only so much a
set of decent tyres can do, and heavy-handed steering inputs
or clumsy throttle and brake control will manifest themselves
as confidence-shattering twitches, slides or crashes.

So relax and be smooth - which is easier said than done if the
thought of riding in the rain scares you rigid.

LOOSEN UP

The first thing to sort out is you: to ride smoothly, wet or dry,
you need to be relaxed and supple on the bike, not rigid or
tense. Sat in your normal riding position, let yourself almost
slump down in the seat. Don't try and sit too upright, with your
back straight or rigid.

Rest your hands on the bars without gripping them tightly, and
making sure your elbows, shoulders and neck are loose and
free to move. Also your hips need to be relaxed, and the balls
of your feet on the pegs (except when rear-braking or
changing gear) for better feel and control. This body-wide
looseness is important in the dry but all the more so in the wet.

If the bike does slide or twitch, any movement of the machine
is amplified if you're locked rigidly to it; by staying loose and
flexible on the bike, most slides you experience will usually
sort themselves out quickly and without drama. It's maybe
easier said than done, but with time and wet weather
experience your confidence should grow.

BRAKING

The best way to brake hard in the wet is the same as in the dry:
squeeze, don't grab. Any sudden shock of force will break
traction, but by easing progressively more force into the
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braking system it's possible to brake surprisingly hard in the
wet.

Squeezing progressively doesn't have to mean squeezing
slowly. With practice it's possible to apply smooth,
progressive braking force quickly. The most important bit is
the initial squeeze of the lever; too much too soon will have
the brakes grabbing and locking the tyre before the forks have
time to settle and transfer weight forward, where it can help
generate grip.

And don't tense up. If your arms and shoulders are relaxed, and
your hands not gripping the bars too tightly, you'll have a far
better feel for front tyre grip.

In the dry, on a decent road surface with no bumps or cambers,
it's possible to practice bringing a front tyre to the point of
locking without risking a crash. In fact, it's surprisingly easy,
but if you're going to try it make sure you're going in a dead
straight line and there are no vehicles coming up behind you. It's
best done carrying a bit of speed, too. The faster you're going,
the more slowly things happen and the more inclined the bike is
to want to keep going ahead if the wheel does lock, rather than
fall over on its side.

In the dry, a front tyre just starting to lock-up will make a
tearing sound; in the wet it's more of a 'whoosh' - unless the
surface is polished smooth, in which case there's virtually no
noise at all. Practicing rear brake skids is a handy skill to learn
too, and again will give you more chance of dealing with a panic
lock-up, wet or dry, should it occur.

Getting a feel for tyre grip in the dry will give you better feel
for and advanced warning of an imminent lock-up in the wet. Be
aware that the line between gripping and slipping is more

sharply defined in the wet than it is in the dry, and if a wheel is
going to lock you'll probably have less time to react, but some
feel for the signs is better than none.

Ultimately you won't be braking quite as hard in the dry as you
would in the wet, so with reduced forward weight transfer
you might benefit from using more rear brake than you would in
the dry. Practicing and getting a feel for rear wheel lock-ups is
a useful exercise too (providing you don't have ABS or linked
brakes), and once again will give you more of a chance of a
dealing with a panic lock-up, wet or dry, should it occur.

TURNING

The mistake many people make in the wet is by riding too
gingerly. By tip-toeing round corners on a closed throttle and
as good as upright, generating virtually no cornering forces,
your tyres will barely grip the road at all and the bike will feel
unbalanced, nervous and twitchy. It's a downward spiral for
nervous wet weather riders.

By riding confidently and smoothly, and actually generating
some degree of braking and cornering forces, you make grip for
yourself that otherwise won't be there. Sounds crazy? It
works. Gently slide your finger across a smooth surface and it
will glide across; push down with increasing force and it starts
to grip. Of course there's a limit to this, but up to that limit you
get more grip than you'd otherwise have.

If ever you're going to force yourself to relax, now is the time
to do it. Once again, smoothness is the key. Any sudden load,
be it from turning, braking or accelerating will shock a tyre into
breaking traction, and turning in too suddenly, with too much

W E T W E A T H E R R I D I N G T I P S
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turning force too soon, can have the front sliding. It may be no
more than a nerve-wracking twitch or small slide, or it could
have you on your ear. Instead, by squeezing the tyre into the
road it will find grip.

That initial turn-in is perhaps the riskiest time in the wet, and
to get the load off the front tyre you should be looking to get
back on the throttle as soon as possible. We're not talking
about accelerating out of the turn yet, rather using a neutral
throttle (to maintain a constant speed) or gently positive one
(very gradually building speed) to balance the bike and pull it
through the turn. The other things you use to pull you
smoothly through the turn are your eyes. Wet or dry, your
eyes should be working together with the throttle to guide and
drive you through every corner. Turn in, look through the
corner to where you want to go and use the throttle to pull
you to your exit.

Cornering on a closed throttle isn't the way to go wet or dry,
and in the rain the bike will feel horribly nervous and
unbalanced. Providing you slowed down enough before turning
in, there should be no reason why you can't get back on the gas
almost as soon as you're off the brakes.

ACCELERATING

Throttle control is the most important skill to master. Sorry if
we're repeating ourselves here, but once again smoothness is
the key. Any sudden application of force will break traction
and the throttle is no exception. A big handful will get the rear
spinning all too easily in the wet; progressively winding it on
will give drive and traction.

What you want to be doing is matching engine rpm to throttle
opening at all times. By that we mean you should be winding
the throttle open progressively. If you stop opening it further
you'll stop driving forward; roll it off and you lose drive
instantly. Don't crack the throttle two-thirds open at low rpm
in a high gear on the exit of a corner and wait for the engine
revs to catch up. While many riders err to safety in the wet
and go for the low revs/high gear option to avoid wheelspin,
it's easy to get lazy with the throttle and open it wider than
necessary.

Even at low rpm, many sportsbikes have enough torque to spin
the wheel if the throttle is opened too far. If the wheel breaks
traction, the engine is free to spin up to match the throttle
position, which it will do very quickly indeed. If the throttle is
open far enough, the engine will keep building revs even as
you're rolling it off. At best you're risking a nasty, out-of-
control fishtail, possibly into oncoming traffic; at worst,
you're heading for a highside.

Once the bike is upright it's surprising just how much wet grip
can be found on a good road surface. But while it used to be the
case that once a bike was going in a straight line you could use
as much throttle as you liked, many modern litre and
hypersport bikes have more than enough power to spin up in
the wet in the lower gears even when bolt upright. It's quite
good practice to get the rear spinning up in the wet on straight
roads, as it's good to get a feel for it in case the unexpected
happens. But cambers and surface irregularities can have the
rear wheel slewing sideways and out of control surprisingly
quickly, so be careful.

SLIPPERY WHEN WET

No surprises here. White lines, cat's eyes, manhole covers,
overbanding and metal marker studs are all best avoided in the
wet. Diesel too, obviously, but for once the rain can help us out
here since it's often more easily spotted in the wet; heavy
spills will appear as an oily rainbow pattern on the road
surface. Highly polished, sun-baked patches of tarmac can be
hellishly slippery when wet too, even in a straight line when
braking or accelerating, so be wary.

The age-old mantra of 'you go where you look' applies as much
or more in the wet than at any other time. If you can see a
smooth line avoiding slippery obstacles, visualise that line
between them, follow it with your eyes and you should track
safely through. If it's too late to avoid riding directly over
something the two most important things to avoid doing are
the two things many people find they do first: tense up and
shut the throttle. Doing either - or both together - is more
likely to have the front tyre sliding than anything else.

The key is not to panic. Stay relaxed, look over and beyond
whatever it is you're about to hit and keep a neutral or gently
positive throttle. If the throttle is open it's very hard to lose
the front end in most situations, wet or dry. If your reactions
are quick and smooth enough you can even roll the throttle off
as the rear tyre crosses over the hazard beneath you, but
don't worry if you can't time it right. If your vision is fixed well
ahead and you're using a gently positive throttle opening, the
back might spin momentarily but, providing you're crossing
over nothing bigger than a manhole cover, it should grip and
come back into line.

If you're on the brakes rather than driving forward when
unavoidable slipperiness looms, releasing lever pressure as
you pass over the hazard should be enough to avoid a lock-up.
By looking well ahead and focusing on what's coming next, any
slides or twitches tend to feel like they're happening behind
rather than directly beneath you.

How tightly you're turning at the time also matters. In some
cases it's preferable to pick the bike up a little in order to
straight-line over whatever it is you're about to hit, but the
danger is that panic-induced tension and target fixation to the
outside of the corner will have you heading off in that
(unwanted) direction.

The three keys to riding well in the wet, if you hadn't got the
drift by now; relax, be smooth, and look well ahead. And enjoy
it. You're riding your bike, aren't you?
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This year I finally got to participate in “The Distinguished
Gentlemen’s Ride” (DGR). The DGR has been an annual

worldwide event with 115 countries participating.

The Distinguished Gentleman’s Ride was founded in Sydney,
Australia 2012, by Mark Hawwa. It was inspired by a photo of
TV Show Mad Men’s Don Draper astride a classic bike and
wearing his finest suit. Mark decided a themed ride would be a
great way of connecting niche motorcycle enthusiasts and
communities while raising funds to support the men in our
lives. The money raised is donated for Prostate Cancer
research and Men’s Mental Health. It’s a great opportunity for
anyone to showcase their personal hipster style and very
impressive facial hair.

The event is usually held in November which coincides with
Movember. Unfortunately, during COVID the event was
postponed until May this year.

I began my research on what to wear for the event, already
being quiet distinguished I needed to turn it up a notch or two.
Going through my cupboard, I realised I didn’t have the
appropriate attire and some things just didn’t fit anymore (I
think someone shrunk my clothes during COVID)

I decided to talk to my fashion consultant/stylist, my wife.
Challenge accepted, she took me down to Malvern and we hit
the Op Shops. Never having been Op Shopping before it was
interesting on what they had to offer, and it wasn’t just the
clothes that were interesting.

Shopping trip successful, 2 x Tweed Jackets and some vests. I
brought everything slightly bigger so I could wear my thermals
underneath. Luckily, I did as it was fresh riding down to the
meeting point.

The ride started from Point Ormond lookout in Elwood, where
about 600 bikes turned up. What a vast range there was, and
many were Red Plates. Lots of Retro bikes, Ducati Sports
Classics, Triumphs, Thruxtons, old and new Vespa’s and even a
couple of old Postie bikes. There was also a drool worthy
MH900E.

I walked up and down the carpark to check some of these
amazing bikes, when I bumped into a few fellow DOCV
members. Sandro and his wife Elda, who drove down to look at
the bikes. Daryl Grant on his 750SS and a blast from the past
Sandy Ellul on his model 750 Sport.

Distinguished Gentlemen’s Ride
By Tony Deriu

Daryl and his 750SS.Distinguished Tony.

Nice Darmah. Daryl and Sandy.
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I think Sandy was trying to do a Marlon Brando impersonation
with his leather jacket.

The ride finally took off about 11.30am after a couple of
speeches and briefings about the ride.

The ride meandered through South Melbourne and Alexandra
Gardens into Kew where photographers followed us during the
ride and took some amazing photos. We regrouped Yarra
Boulevard where we had more photo opportunities with our
bikes and Zoolander’s Blue Steele was not present for this
photo shoot (but did he make an appearance at all). We then
took off and finished the ride at Moondog Brewery in Preston,
where we enjoyed a bevy and chinwag.

This event is definitely something I will be doing again and how
great would it be next year to have a bigger presence of DOCV
members.

Tony leading the pack.

The March 2017 Desmoto cover

Sandro and Tony.
Tony recreating the March 2017

Desmoto cover photo.
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There are plenty of songs, poems, movies and even
companies that include the term ‘perfect day’. While

nothing can be pure perfection there is beauty to be found in
the imperfection. But I must say that the Surfcoast
Spectacular did not disappoint and provided plenty of perfect
moments. The company, weather, roads, food,
accommodation all came together in a most enjoyable
amalgam. There were lots of big smiles from inside my helmet
anyway.

Orlando and I had done a fair bit of reconnaissance prior, and he
bought his habitual engineer’s precision to the organisation of
proceedings, although there was one Google Maps driven slip
on the last day (well if you were on a sports bike like me) that
got a bit gnarly. Luckily Neil who was on his 748 as the Multi
refused to start (proof that it is not redundant to have two or
more bikes) turned off prior to lunch on the Sunday, dodged it,
but more about that later.

DAY 1

It was gentleman’s hours start time of 10.00 am on Saturday,
as most of our participants had a ways to come to get to the
Lovely Banks BP. Earlier in the morning it had been a bit nippy
but once the sun climbed higher in the sky it turned into perfect
riding weather. So off we set with a quick stop as we turned
left off the Hamilton Highway towards Barrabool Road to
collect the Kemps.

Off we went, over hill and dale, towards Moriac then for a brief
stint along the Great Ocean Road through Bellbrae then
towards Anglesea past the Great Ocean Road Chocolaterie,

and I saw as Katie pointed to it, quite animatedly and made a
mental note that maybe we should stop there next year.

Shortly after that we turned right down towards the gravel
pits and then meandered our way onto the Cape Otway Road,
past Lake Modewarre and the Wurdiboluc Reservoir then it
was a left turn down the Winchelsea Deans Marsh Road,
which took us through Bambra and past the Hare Krishna
Valley spiritual sanctuary into Deans Marsh. Of course, I
needed to pee, and as I was TEC I got to indulge my need at the
General Store. Lucky, I did as there was the traffic was being
held up by cyclists along the descent into Lorne via the Deans
Marsh Lorne Road, so we did not get into Lorne as quickly as I
would have liked.

Once in Lorne we deferred our lunch and headed straight for
Erskine Falls, which can be found at the end of another nice
stretch of twistie road. There is a viewing platform quite
close to the car park, but it is worth the journey down to
experience with falls close-up. Just be warned it is quite a
steep trudge back up, especially in all your motorcycle gear.
There is a seat that is strategically placed for those who need
to gather their breath, so you need to weigh this up before you
begin your ascent.

Lunch was in Lorne and most of us decided to get takeaway
from one of the best fish and chip shops I have encountered,
Captain Hooked, and eat in them in the sunshine. With Captain
Hooked you have the option of your run of the mill fish and chip
meals, but you can also go quite hoity toity if you so wish, with
gourmet salads, and things like soft shell crab, sashimi,

Go Pro footage by the fabulous Katie Kemp can be found at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JI7w5znXdEs

The Surfcoast Spectacular Ride
26 & 27 March
Words by Rachael Alexander

Photos by Katie Kemp, Orlando Iluffi and Rachael Alexander

Deans Marsh Waiting for the TEC to tinkle at Deans Marsh. A very civilised cup of tea at Wye River.

Erskine Falls

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JI7w5znXdEs
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oysters, and hot chilli mussels. Gavin discovered that as hard
as he might try, he still cannot make friends with salad.

If you are a bit of a bibliophile like me. Lorne has a fantastic
bookshop in which I had dropped large wads of cash in the past.
To Orlando’s relief I only had time for a quick browse and not
enough room in my bag for extra reading material.

After Gavin’s failed attempt with the salad, he did have
success and made a friend who was part of the local law
enforcement community who were fuelling up at the same
service station as us.

We then retraced our route back up the Deans Marsh Road, to
you guessed it, Deans Marsh. Where we turned left up the
Birregurra-Deans Marsh Road then along the Birregurra-Forest
Road as we went through Barwon Downs on our way to
Forrest. That then turned into the Forrest-Apollo Bay Road (a
bit of a theme on the road names here) and from there turns
into the Skenes Creek Road. Now this part of the world, in
cycling nomenclature is called the ’widow-maker’. It is called
this as the ascent taken from the Great Ocean Roadside is
rather a rigorous one, which, every time I pushed the pedals up
it, confirmed that my coach was indeed a sadist, and I was
indeed out of my mind as I found myself half-way up it again.

I was rather impressed with the condition of the road. It was a
teeth rattler on the pushy, but it looks like they have done
some work on the majority of it as it was a relatively smooth
descent back onto the GOR. This section of road is a gem on a
motorcycle. A great mix of sweepers and more technical turns

through beautiful rainforest which terminates at an azure blue
Southern Ocean.

Then it was a left onto the GOR, for my money, one of the best
sections where the GOR really comes into its own for both
scenery and road construction reasons, towards Wye River
which was pumping. There were nuptials being exchanged out
the back of the pub and lots of families on the beach, who
were, as we were to make use of the wonderful weather. The
last gasp of summer, before autumn starts to dominate and
we then find ourselves in the clutches of winter. It was very
pleasant as we sat out the front of the Wye River General
Store and took in the sun and views. I think there was
gratefulness all around to be in this spot at this time, a slice of
perfection.

From there, it was back from whence we came as we headed
to our accommodation for the night, the Comfort Inn, The
International Hotel in Apollo Bay. It looks like they were busy
during lockdown, with a modernisation of their bathrooms and
as always it was a comfortable and pleasant stay which is
located beside the Great Ocean Road Brewhouse where we
had the gastronomic delight (well for me anyway) that was
dinner. This establishment is now a foodie mecca, and it
showcases the tastes of the region very well. It was the
Great Ocean Duck Leg Confit for me, which was served with
pickled beets, Apollo Bay gin, poached black currently, quinoa,
spiced apple puree, broccolini, kale, red wine jus and pistachio
dust. DELICIOUS and the red wine I had with it was not bad
either. Gotta love local produce.

The walk down was easier than the one up. Gav sees the light

Deans Marsh More fab GOR views

Dinner at the GOR Brewhouse.

Duck.
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DAY 2

There was a distinct nippiness in the air as we set out on
Sunday morning in search of good coffee and breakfast. We
did not have to wander far, pretty much next door to the Little
Crumb Bakery.

Ready to rip we hung a right back onto the Great Ocean Road
where we headed inland and rode along a magnificent part of
the GOR through the Great Otway National Park. The road was
fairly quiet, but there is a downside to being the tail end Charlie
and I was stuck behind a very slow car on the twistier part of
the road through the rain forest. Every opportunity that I gave
me a brief window to pass was stymied by a car coming the
other way. I had to be patient until the road opened up a little,
then it was onto Lavers Hill for a regroup at the general store.

Now for the bit that I had been dreading. We hung a left onto
the Colac-Lavers Hill Road, which becomes the Beech Forest-
Lavers Hill, then onto Beech Forest- Mount Sabine Road, and
there is no other way out as this becomes Turtons Track …

The first time I rode Turtons Track, I was positive that I would
not ride it again. I had not long had the Supersport, it was a
single lane road, cold, wet, slippery, covered in detritus and
there were cars coming the other way that were not keeping
in mind that there could be a vehicle coming the other way, so I
nearly ended up as a hood ornament a few times.

You should never say never, as the universe has a warped
sense of humour. Despite the route being chosen by my
nearest and dearest who was aware of my aversion; here I

was, once again on Turtons Track as he had to ‘give people
what they wanted’. Not this person though …

To quote Stuart Darke as it is a very apt description and sums
it up nicely, ‘it is like Jurassic Park through there’. It felt very
much like that, with the way that the sun slanted down onto
the road and wove its way through the foliage which includes
large old growth rainforest trees and giant tree ferns. It felt
like being in a bit of the world that time had forgotten. I even
felt moved to stop and take a photo, but there is nowhere to
stop safely.

While there were no dinosaurs to be seen that day, the
serenity was shattered a few times but the metal beasts that
came from the other way and refuse to move over to make
enough room for one to get safely past, even if they had
decided to come to a stop, it did not occur to them to move
over a bit.

It was difficult for me to see where the side of the road ended
and there is only a very minimal and sometimes no shoulder on
the side to allow for any error. So, while it was dry, the road
was in good condition for a track, and I had Neil who was my
guide bike I still had a few pucker moments out there as the
Supersport as sliding down an embankment together was a
distinct possibility.

Out the other side, it was agreed that a good time was had by
all and there were smiles all around, except for Neil and I, we
were relieved to have made it through. Katie loved it. I reckon I
could extract much more fun out of it if you could make it one
way.

Local wildlife at Lavers Hill . Turtons Track concquered .

A victory wave after Turtons Track .A lovely Sunday morning at Apollo Bay.
George Rappold this one is for you - next

year you need to join us.

S U R F C O A S T R I D E



It was with a sigh of relief, from me, we headed off towards
our morning tea stop at the Forrest Brewery which I can
happily recommend for just a coffee and snack, breakfast,
lunch, and dinner. Great food and great service, plus great beer
(so beer aficionado Johnno tells me). That sign of relief was
somewhat premature.

There are many roads that could have been taken to lunch at
the Inverleigh Hotel and I could have led the way from memory,
but Google Maps managed to take us down a gem called
Gnarewarre Road, which was the second worst gravel road I
have ever been down. Very rutted and lots of loose ball-
bearing like gravel. As mentioned earlier, Neil on the 748
dodged this bullet as he had turned off earlier to go and see his
parents.

There was a van that had pulled aside to let us pass as
everybody went on ahead, except, of course, me. Everything
shook, this included my handlebars which made a distinctive
tank slapper type movement, so as the van had decided to sit
right up my clacker and I was fearful of being thrown off, I
pulled aside and animatedly waved it through.

Now apparently if your front wheel is out of control, the best
solution is more speed to even it out. My brain was not going
there on this occasion and was stuck firmly in the logic that if
you go slower, you are less likely to hit the deck as I jolted,
bounced, and slid my way up the road.

I was not the only one who had a bit of a slip and slide up that
road with Gavin who got a bit excited with the gravel as his
back wheel stepped out and around, momentarily leaving him

horizontal on the road instead of parallel. Luckily the big fella
righted himself and stayed aboard the Multi.

From there it was onto the Inverleigh Hotel, who always
produce a good feed and as always, the company was pretty
special too. A big thanks to everybody who joined us, and I
hope you can join us next year.

POST EVENT

The good thing about the organisation of your own ride is that
you get to finish it close to home, but on this particular day
Orlando and I chose to take the long way home. We retraced
some of our steps from day one, using local knowledge instead
of Google Maps to ensure there were no more gravel surprises
in store.
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THE CREW

El Capitano - Orlando Iluffi -Multi

Katie Kemp - Hyperstrada

Mitch Kemp – Brand spanking new KTM 890

Neil Larson - 748

Gavin Hodge - Multi

Kathy Hodge - Multi

Matthias Siegel and pillion Fei – Triumph Tiger

Chris Hodge and pillion Clelia – Diavel

TEC - Rachael Alexander – Supersport

Forrest Brewing Company
the sign does not lie.

Awaiting lunch at Inverleigh. Finish line at Inverleigh Hotel.

Orlando our CaptainNeil with his backup bike the 748.Chris and Clelia loved it.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES Things were different back then . . . from April 1981
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FROM THE ARCHIVES Nothing much changes …… from 1978
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Pack includes custom earplugs, carry case,
hygiene kit plus sixyear warranty

Call now on (03)95979651or visit
www.jotform.com/cotral/send-an-enquiry

to order. Use offer code DOCV-1901

RidersSpecial

Only $250*

Phone: +61(3) 9597 9651
Email: info@cotraltechnology.com
Web: www.cotral.com.au

* Retail price $372.90inclusive of GST.
Exclusive to Ducati OwnerʼsClubmembers.
Offer limited to one pair per customer.

Cut road noise,
not your hearing

Get your own custom
ear plugsand save over $100*
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As club president in 2018 I was fortunate to be able to
attend World Ducati Week and the World

President's Meeting in July that year. I posted a daily
journal on Facebook, but I never found time to write a
formal report for Desmoto (tsk – bad Neil!).
Ducati cancelled WDW during the pandemic but World
Ducati Week is again scheduled for 22 to 24 July at the
Misano World Circuit "Marco Simoncelli" and Ducati says
“on the beaches of the Riviera Adriatica”.
So it’s perhaps timely for me to write a report and to try
to explain a bit about World Ducati Week and the World
President's Meeting.

WORLD DUCATI WEEK

Ducati says the 2022 event is “three days of
breathtaking shows and exciting activities, including
exhibitions, on and off track sessions, riding experiences
and meetings with Ducati riders and legends”.
Basically Ducati take over the Misano circuit and turn it
into the Ducati version of the Royal Melbourne Show –
there are stands and booths for all of the Ducati models,
and many of the Ducati premium suppliers are there (think
Dainese, Akra, Termi, Ohlins etc), Ducati discount outlets,
shops, etc. Champion racers from all codes battling it out
on the track, demo rides including taking a multi on an off-
road course, skills and training workshops, food, coffee,
you name it. And thousands of Ducatisiti.

World Ducati Week
& World President's Meeting
– July 2018

WORLD PRESIDENT'S MEETING

From the official Ducati website for the June 2019 event:

Ducati passion was in the spotlight at the World President
Meeting, the global event dedicated to all the presidents of the
Desmo Owners Club, a week characterized by motorcycles,
meetings with Ducati management and lots of fun.

Prior to WDW the Presidents who have applied and registered
(and paid upfront) meet at the designated hotel or resort, where
the DOC officials issuedcredentials, lanyards etc, organise the
particpants into groups, and (usually) allocate each Pres a brand
new bike for a week. Events, lunches, dinners, camaraderie and
riding follows.

So, the holy grail for any Ducati lover, and one of the advantages
of being part of an official Ducati affiliated club!

So how do you get there?

First, by being President, or filling in for the Pres if they can’t make
it. That usually means another committee member, but as it’s not
unusual for the other committee members to also be unable to
take advantage of the opportunity, club members can lobby the
committee to be able to take the spot.

The club receives a very brief WPM flyer (see pics) with an outline
of the event – unfortunately not much info to go on to book flights
to the other side of the world.

Second, get onto the (crapola) WPM specific website and attempt
to register. Note: the website only goes live 6 weeks before
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WPM, so its an anxious wait to login to try to secure a WPM
spot – numbers are limited apparently. After filling in a whole
lot of information the website then asks for the club’s
registration number. WTF is that? I ask our sec, not seen one,
then ask past presidents, they don’t know either. Then email
DOC Community Coordinator, Eugenia Simoni. She finally
replies and I can start the registration process - all over again.
I have to nominate accommodation preferences (own room or
share – Fab has strongly advised me not to go with the
cheaper ‘share’ option as some of the Pres’s really like to
party. Later I find this is very good advice). Then select some
activities – more on that later.
And then select my preferred bike! Disappointingly the
recently released Panigale V4 isn’t on the list, but I go for the
new Supersport in preference to a Multi. Who doesn’t want to
ride shiny red sportsbike in Italy!?

All done finally. Hit the submit button, and wait for an agonising
two days for confirmation!

Third. So then it’s onto booking airfares, which of course are
quite expensive so close to the departure date.

Fourth: Book accommodation in Bologna both pre and post the
event. I talked to Steve and Sue Frew and they recommended a
good value hotel. Great to have support from club members
who have done this before (several times for the Frew’s).

Registration costs so far: 1580 Euro (approx. $2100 AUD) for
the WPM Week package (most meals and all accommodation
included, plus entry to WDW), so good value. And no, the club
doesn’t pay that!

Then add flights, around $1600 from memory. And
accommodation of $120 each side.

So, to reprise my Facebook posts:

Day Minus 1 – Thursday 12th July

No doubt you’ve seen the ads for World Ducati Week 2018 (its
really only 3 days: 20 to 22 July this year).

I’m in Bologna to take part in it and the DOC WPM (Desmo
Owners Club, of which the DOCV is one of 50+ worldwide,
World Presidents Meeting) which precedes WDW.

WPM is over 6 Days, with a packed schedule. So I’ll post a few
photos at the end of each day. And hopefully less acronyms!

I’ve flown in a bit early to see a bit of Bologna (amazing place!)
and also to meet the very important and talented DOC
Community Coordinator, Eugenia Simoni at the factory. She is
understandably flat out but had some time for me to do a quick
Q&A. Some pics of the factory (familiar to many of you):

Day 0 – Friday 13th Part 1

Time to see some of Bologna. I’ve only ever been here for the
day when I’ve visited the factory, so I have spent 3 days’ being
a tourist. Bologna has a rich history, and always seems to have
been fiercely independent. Eg. The main Basilica is funded by
the people of the city and not by Rome. BTW, inside us the
worlds largest indoor sundial, very cool! The city is famous for
its porticos (apparently over 30 km of them), so it’s a cool
place to walk in summer and would be a godsend in winter. It
also has the western world’s oldest university, and you can
visit the original lecture theatre where human dissections
were done (performed only during the coldest month of
winter!) The food of course is so good, and the beer and wine
good and not expensive.

Day 0 - Bologna university.

Day 1 - Ducati factory.
Day 0 - Bologna view.

Day 1 - Motel Resort.

Day 1 - Eugenia Simoni.
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Friday 13th Part2

I met a few of the other presidents who had arrived early for
dinner last night. Great bunch. We meet this morning to travel
to the first WPM hotel for registration and a welcome dinner.
I’ve attached the brief schedule.

WPM Day 1 – Saturday 14th

We checked in at our first hotel/resort on the outskirts of
Bologna yesterday for WPM registration - the usual
everything in triplicate Italian documentation, even though we
have provided all of the information on payment. Got a show
bag with t-shirt, schedule, and arm band for one of the 4
groups. Red is slow group I think. Not fussed, apparently I can
change it tomorrow if needed. Although by some of the
bragging yesterday I would say that they need 3 fast groups
and one medium fast ; )

A bit disappointed in the number of kms we will do tomorrow.
Let’s hope the roads are good!

WPM Day 2 – Sunday 15th

So, our first (short) day on the bikes! This morning we took
buses to the factory, did a group walk (twice) past the iconic
Ducati logo for the PR department, then moved inside for a
briefing by Eugenia and the ride leaders. Francesca read out the
bike allocation model by model, and I waited and waited for my
name, until only the X Diavels were left. OMG! Fortunately, my
name was left off the list completely, but I had been allocated
a Supersport and not a Diavel! Woo whoo!

Not the S, but in red, and after 30 minutes of grinding the
gearbox, a very sweet bike. I’m loving it Rachael Alexander !

The ride leaders had found some roads goat track Glenn
Loechel would have been proud of. First gear hairpins and no
need to use the top 3 gears in the box. The bike desperately
needs 2 extra teeth on the front!

Lunch in the hills near Modena, watched the motogp, then to
the Lamborghini Museo for a guided tour. Pretty interesting,
especially the story of why Signor Lamborghini built his first
supercar. Plus they gave us photos and a complementary
leather visitors lanyard. Nice. Back to the hotel by 6:30. Longer
riding is promised tomorrow, and the ride leaders have some
passes for us to climb in the next few days. Gotta move up a
group though.

WPM Day 3 – Monday 15th

A few more kms promised - 178. Better riding today. After the
usual slow riding in the red group I (uncharacteristically)
decided to aggressively pass (not by DOCV standards though),
and got to the front of the group. The lead rider was basically
tootling along with a bunch of slow riders behind him. When I
started to sit on his wheel he sped up and we made a
reasonable pace. Not as fast as I would have liked, but better.
I’m not bragging, I know I’m one of the least fast riders in our
club! Some nice riding up and down a mountain with cool air at
the top. Enjoyed it and the ride leader didn’t seem to mind.
Lunch, and then a visit to a Parmigiano Reggiano producer.
Amazing to see 8000 x 30 Kg cheese wheels in one place! The
owner also has the world’s foremost Maserati Museum! He
bought it from Maserati when they were in financial trouble in
the 90’s. Lots of bikes too, including a few Maseratis.

Wandered down the yard and found some happy cows too! The
cows were under cover but were friendly. The forecast was
for afternoon rain and that definitely eventuated, we were

Day 1 - Ride route kms.

Day 1 - The ride routes.

Day 2 - Happy as!

Day 2 - Some of the bikes.

Day 2 - Walking
to the citadel.

Day 2- Bike for Larson Neil.

W D W & W P M 2 0 1 8
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caught in a monumental downpour riding back to the hotel. It
was so wet at one stage our ride leader pulled us into a drive
through car wash so we could get out of the rain. I had tried to
stash my rain gear on the Supersport that morning, but
without luggage there was no adequate space. The smart guys
gave theirs to the mechanic who follows the groups in his red
van – that was smart! We arrived back totally soaked and I zip
tied the hairdryer on maximum and stuck it inside my leathers
to dry them out. Who knew a hair dryer would run nonstop for
2 hours!

WPM Day 4 – Tuesday 17th

Hot again today after the deluge yesterday afternoon. Great
roads through the hills and the group has got a lot faster. Good
riding speeds so I’m much happier. Staying at a resort hotel
outside of Firenze – I could see the Duomo in the distance as
we came down the hill. We rode the famous Futa Pass after
lunch by a lake. Not overly impressed by the Futa, but the
roads in the valley below were fab. Filled up 25 bikes at a one
pump servo, a la Mirboo Junction. We had to individually fill and
then pay in cash. Why Ducati don’t add 20 Euro to our costs
each day and have the ride leaders pay for all of us IDK. Dinner
was by the resort (and I use that word advisedly) pool. Wonder
when we will have our first meal which doesn’t include
prosciutto!?

They wheeled out a motogp practice bike later in the evening
and had flames shooting out the exhausts. Cool.

WPM Day 5 – Wednesday 18th

More good riding over 2 passes and some gorgeous Tuscan
countryside to a place in the hills for lunch. A 5 course lunch

that is. I gave up after the pasta! Then more hills (rubbish road
surface though) and into our home for 4 nights - Pesaro.

Supersport update: more evidence this bike is the 748
reincarnated:

1. My forearms hurt. A lot.

2. Because my knees are killing me so I can’t grip the tank to
take the weight off my wrists on all the downhill hairpins

3. On a hot day my thighs are baked from engine heat

4. The storage space under the seat wouldn’t fit a pack of
cigarettes

5. Nowhere on the tail to tied anything to.

6. t’s bl00dy brilliant to ride in sweeping bends!

7. Don’t want to part with it!

WPM Day 6 – Thursday 19th

Optional day today- short bike ride to some castles, or, for 75
Euros extra . . . sailing on the Adriatic!
They tied the boats together so we could go swimming. It was
sublime, so relaxing after the 30 - 35 degree heat.

Supersport roasted my thighs in the traffic riding to the
marina. And actually got it into 6th on the autostrada : )

When we returned to the hotel the ‘Castle tour’ group said
that their day out was a dud – ride in the heat and the traffic to
a castle, stand outside, repeat. We sure had the better day our
: )

That evening the meeting part of the Ducati World Presidents
Meeting was held in (the independent country of) San Marino.
We bussed from our hotel in Pesaro and joined a huge crowd of
other World Presidents for a presentation by two Ducati

Day 2 - Lunch at an Agriturismo.

Day 3 - 7 Advices for
sustainable riding.

Day 3 - Reggiano Parmigiano
- our guide.

Day 4 - Lunch by the lake.

Day 4 - Neil with Daniel from Israel and Michelle from NZ.
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Day 4 - Furka Pass.

Day 5 - Lunch waiting, again. Day 6 - Sailing on the Adriatic.

Day 5 - Another Agristursimo long lunch.

Day 5 Lunchtime views.

Day 8 - Cool #2.

Day 8 - Chocolate.

Day 8 Part 2 - Price for
this Akra titanium only

4468 Euro.

Day 8 -
OMG.

Day 8 Part 2
Alpine Stars

booth and
repairs while

you wait.

Day 8 Part 2 - Arai stand.

Day 8 Part 1 - Neil well behind
the rest of the group.

Day 8 Part 1 - Neil with a new V4, on the grid.

W D W & W P M 2 0 1 8
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marketing guys and CEO Claudio Domenicali. Basically a pep
talk. I tried to photograph the slides but I’m not sure the quality
is readable. Apparently past meetings have been much more
interactive eg. one year a whole day was allocated to
workshops on running your club. Not this year. Casey Stoner
was introduced and said a few words Then obligatory photos
with Claudio, signings with Casey, and then a walk down the
street to an open air restaurant near the iconic tower. Food
was terrific, upmarket rather than the good rustic we’ve been
used to. Wine was just OK, but I still had more than a few
glasses! Home at 1:30 am for an 8 am start to ride to the Misano
circuit for WDW.

Day 7 – Friday 20th

We are now at the WDW part of the trip! Met my group at 8
am to ride to the track. Flat out and chaotic for no real reason,
but we made it unscathed in around 20 minutes. We’d been
given a lanyard with an ID card, and two matching wristbands-
one for the bike and one for the rider. As we rode up to the first
entry point the marshals indicated for us to remove our
helmets. They wouldn’t let you through with your helmet on.
Cctv in action and increased security apparently. Then show
your ID card for scanning and onto bike parking.

We arrived at 8:30 so there was plenty of room. Parked in
front of a giant Monster 1200 sign, so easy to find later. Fab
had warned me that finding your bike again can be a problem.
Parking in an obvious spot and phone cameras solve that! Then
to the International Village to check our gear (thank the gods
for that service for DOCs) then off to explore.

Wall to wall stands for all the Ducati models (some serving
beer or coffee, but not for free of course), a Termignoni tent

with a row of ex race bikes, a service workshop area, Arai
helmet service, other associated vendors, too much to see.
The group I was with wanted to buy gear, so we bypassed the
Ducati Store and lined up for the Ducati Outlet. It took 2 hours
to get to the front of the line! They were only letting people in
as others came out. I thought I would look for some leather
touring pants, but they were all really old stock. Tried on some
Dainese draggin type jeans which were OK, but at 120 Euros,
not great value. For 2 hours in line I left empty handed.

One of our group bought a ventilated one piece race suit for
300 Euros, so there were some bargains to be had.

Then we stumbled upon the Wall of Death in the Scrambler
“Land of Joy” and watched the two guys ride old Indians
around that. Amazing! Then the two of them rode new
Scramblers on the wall together. Incredible to see and feel -
the whole place moves as the bikes go past.

Watched the Audi Supercars do ride laps in the circuit, checked
out the tech area (sales booths mostly), picked up our gear and
back to the hotel. Pizza for dinner (our first for the trip). Next
report after some fun tomorrow morning ; )

WPM WDW Day 8

Saturday 21st. Back to the Misano World Circuit Marco
Simoncelli for another optional event, this time, at no extra
cost . . . riding The Panigale V4 on track!

When we registered for this option we were asked for some
details on our track experience, including lap times at any
world circuits. I put down 3 minutes for PI just to be sure I was
put in a slow group. After registration at the pits, then a one
hour wait, our time group was allowed to line up.

Day 8 Part 2 - Ducati shavers.

Day 8 Part 2 - Inside the Ducati DFO.

Day 8 Part 4- In Rossi's home town.

Day 8 Part 2 - Champion's bikes.

Day 8 Part 4 - Hard to miss.

Day 8 Part 4 -
Not really happy
to see us.
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It didn’t look like a novice group – guys wearing well-worn
custom leathers, holding two-thousand-dollar race helmets
and discussing lap times. Hmmm, anxious!

After waiting again the marshals then rushed us to the bikes. I
took my time as there were only 7 of us but 18 bikes. The pit
team waved us on. Go! Go!

So I did 4 laps with 6 others who I later found out where in the
fast group. And I was lapped, twice. I just enjoyed it, and no
way was I going to be the dumb Aussie who crashed his bike.
The V4 is sweet! Smooth, easy to ride, comfortable, awesome
brakes. Loved it!

Part 2.

Even busier today (being a Saturday), so much so that
latecomers from our group had to park their bikes outside the
circuit. Too many bikes to photograph, but I tried.
Superleggeras were easy to find.

Odd fact: The event is promoted by Ducati as a sustainable
event, and they had rubbish bins arranged in groups for every
conceivable recyclable type. Kudos to them for that. However
the program also suggests that you buy a Ducati stainless
steel water bottle and refill it at two refill points to save on
plastic. One water fountain ate my coins and wouldn’t
dispense water, and the other wouldn’t do anything. All by 11
am on day 1 if the event. And the cost is 1.50 Euro per 750 ml of
town water!

After the V4 track session was the Race of Champions. I
couldn’t see a thing from the grandstand I was in, but I know
Bayliss overshot a turn and was 600 M behind the field. The
crowd still clapped him enthusiastically every time he came

past. Then a few of us rode to Rossi’s home town of Tavullia,
which is only 20 minutes from the circuit. Had a “Yellow 46”
gelato (lemon, lime and peach) and then back to the hotel. A
solid day out.

Day 9 Part 1 – Sunday 22nd

It was the last day of WDW today but I’d seen all I needed to in
the first 2 days, and others agreed, so a small group of us
decided to go for a ride in the hills instead. That’s the cool part
of how the WPM WDW part is organised - apart from the
Friday morning familiarisation ride to the track, you’re on our
own and free to do what you like. We have the bikes so might
as well use them. We rode for about 45 minutes to the hilltop
town of Urbino and walked through the UNESCO listed
renaissance palace. Then a panini and cafe for lunch, and
another 30 minute ride to the tiny hilltop town of Barchi.
Luckily one bar/cafe was open as the town was deathly quiet.
What are all the people doing on Sunday afternoon?

40 minutes home to Pesaro by motorway/highway. A relaxing
day out on the bikes where we could ride at a pace so that we
could admire the countryside. Tomorrow will be a chaotic blast
back to the factory, with some rain adding to the angst. These
guys need to learn to chill!

Day 8 Part 4 - Rossi's fan club
base also sells Gelato in his

favourite colour.

Day 8 Part 4. Day 8 - What model was that.
Day 9 - Flip Board.

Day 8 - Too much.

Day 8 - Sustainable water fountain.

W D W & W P M 2 0 1 8
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Day 10 Last day – Monday 23rd July

The last day of our trip. Unfortunately, all good things come to
an end

Rain was forecast for the exact time we’d be riding from
Pesaro back to the factory, and the roads were busy and
drenched when we left. I was warned by one of the New
Zealanders that the ride back is frenetic, but for no real
reason. He turned out to be right. Thankfully it was only wet
for the first 30 minutes, and we flew along at 130 for about an
hour, with one of the English guys constantly dropping back to
wave to us to ride faster. Go figure, there are Polozia on the
Autostrada. Eventually the traffic came to a crawl, this is on a
three lane Autostrada! So all that pommy hand waving anxiety
was for nought.

We lane filtered at 20 to 90 km/hr for at least 40 minutes
before the traffic thinned out just before Bologna. Rode our
bikes into a lane at the back of the old bombed out buildings,
and sadly bid them farewell. Sad!

Apparently some of the bikes are used by Ducati for the DRE
courses, and the rest are sold through the factory dealer near
the plant. Buyer beware, I thrashed mine from the first day -
the bikes were so high geared that often we had to stay in first
in the mountains, and rev the crap out of them when 2nd was
too high. No maintenance or chain lube for 9 days - one of the
Multi 950’s clutch was declared 95% used by our mechanic
yesterday - it just made it back home. We had two crashes -
both Multistradas - and one continued on without a
windscreen. Our mechanic Walter had a spare bike in his van,
no doubt form experience.

After parking the bikes we did a quick factory tour (not as
interesting as last time as all the staff were at lunch), but we
did see the new V4 production line. They are currently building
220 bikes a day, 100 plus of these being Multis. Only 20
Monsters were being built today, and just a handful of
Supersports. It looked like Scramblers and Pannos made up the
rest of the volume.

Then to a nearby pizzeria for a late lunch with the group. Said
some heartfelt goodbyes, (especially to my new NZ riding
buddies Neil and Michelle) and then dropped my suitcase off at
the hotel. I’m now in the Bologna airport waiting for my 6:15
flight to London Stansted. Then my 9:55 flight to Belfast to see
my Irish friends Brian and Kelly. Back to Bologna on Friday, fly
home Saturday, just in time for the past committee dinner on
Sunday. I’ll be as jet lagged as hell, but, See you then!

Some thoughts on this adventure:

Most of the organisation of the whole event has been pretty
good, informative emails before we even boarded a plane, a
day-by-day guide (see pic), and briefings on the bus if we were
traveling anywhere.

The organisation is done by an agency, we have Francesca and
Alex doing all the day to day stuff. They’re good! Each
afternoon they write up a flip chart in the lobby for the evening
schedule and for the next day. Take a photo and you have the
latest info. Sometimes that doesn’t work though - the hotel
we are now in has two separate towers, and I’m in the one
without a lobby. I don’t need to go to the other one for
anything, so I didn’t know a new flip chart was put up for this
evening and tomorrow. Francesca has thought of this though,
she put a photo up on the WhatsApp group page. Problem is,

Day 9 Part 2 - More Touristing.

Day 9 Part 2 - Touristing.

Day 9 Part 2 - Hills mean fun roads. Day 10 - Pesaro weather.

Day 10 - Lunchtime selfie.
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only half our group are on this. Why? Because you can only get
on it if someone who is on it invites you. That’s only if you
know the group exists! I only found out by accident. The
official FB page we all joined before we left home isn’t used
anymore. After missing the bus (I saw it pull out from my
window) I ended up with an 80 Euro taxi to a beach resort one
night for dinner : (

Mornings tend to be OK, get to the bike by the nominated time
and then wait for your group leader to go. Follow. A pre-ride
briefing would be useful, but the rides seem to work without
one. As the groups are fairly uniform we just follow those in
front. At most roundabouts and intersections a marshal will
block the incoming traffic until we’re all past. He then blasts
back through the group and does it all over again. Our two
marshals were Andy from the UK, and Lorenzo from Trentino,
both Club presidents, but experienced enough to be awesome
on the road. Andy has been to 9 WPMs. Which you can do if it’s
only a 60 Pound Easyjet flight away.

The moral is, to find out what’s happening - always ask at
breakfast, and have a keen interest in what’s going on.

Postscript: Is it worth doing WDW or WPM if you have
the opportunity?

WPM:

Like all things, that depends. In past years the WPM event was
apparently more about riding and club education, some of the
older Pres’s suggested it has been diluted in recent years. One
year the Pres’s flew into Vienna and then rode the bikes
through the Alps to the factory. That would have been
awesome!

One major problem is the WPM schedule is so late and so brief
that you really can’t assess it. You may be better hiring a bike
and organising your own tour, or hooking up with a guided tour.

WDW:

It’s amazing to be there, but I wouldn’t travel to Italy just for
that. Include it in a tour maybe, but be warned that hiring a bike,
especially a Ducati, during WDW is almost impossible, and its
high season so accommodation is expensive and tourist areas
are packed.

Day 9 - WPM Program.

Day 9 - WPM Program details.

Day 8 - Nice 748s.

Day 10 - An incongruous finish for an amazing trip.

Day 9 WPM
Whats App Group.

W D W & W P M 2 0 1 8
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V E N D I

Have you any bikes, parts or accessories to sell?

Send ads to editor@docv.org

desmoto vendi

President
Vice President/

membership
Secretary Treasurer Club Captain Desmoto Editor

Spares /
Club Permits

Mel Reynolds Rachael Alexander Oliver Barrett Evan Rubenstein Geoff Salmon Neil Larson Daryl Grant

All club matters
Membership,

Stands in for Pres
Meeting minutes,
official documents

Payments,accounts
andadvertising

Rides and
Fun Days

Desmoto
Spares, tools

and advice

pres@docv.org vicepres@docv.org sec@docv.org treas@docv.org captain@docv.org editor@docv.org spares@docv.org

Your DOCV Committee – who to contact if you need help or advice:

DRIRIDER VORTEX JACKET SIZE XL. As new unused all
seasons jacket. Removable liners, front vent panels, many
pockets. Retail $499.00 For sale $370.00. Flavio 0426124009

SUPERSPORT FOR SALE. Low kms, great condition. Comes
with extras (see photos). Bike has heated handgrips and tuned
exhaust. Contact Geoff Butler at
geoff@constructionconcepts.com.au

mailto:editor@docv.org
mailto:pres@docv.org%20
mailto:pres@docv.org%20
mailto:vicepres@docv.org
mailto:vicepres@docv.org
mailto:sec@docv.org
mailto:sec@docv.org
mailto:treas@docv.org
mailto:treas@docv.org
mailto:captain@docv.org
mailto:captain@docv.org
mailto:editor@docv.org
mailto:editor@docv.org
mailto:spares@docv.org
mailto:geoff@constructionconcepts.com.au
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Changes to details and new events may be added after
Desmoto goes to press, so please check

www.docv.org and the DOCV Facebook page for the
latest info before the event.

Please check the docv.org website for any registration
requirements – some rides require registration to ensure

adequate catering for meals, etc.

All rides leave on time. Arrive at least 30 minutes earlier
for a coffee with a full tank. Thanks!

DOCV EVENTS

D O C V E V E N T S

21 JUN 2022

AGM & General Meeting
https://docv.org/event-4659405

Come and cast your vote or stand for a position on the
Committee. Do register. See you there!

26 JUN 2022

Ride to Brekky - Yarra Junction
https://docv.org/event-4711261

Self-navigate to Gladysdale Bakehouse for brekky, or brunch
depending on your Sunday body clock. Arrive anytime from
9:30 to eat, caffeinate and be merry. Scratch that motorbike
itch and be home for something unselfish/responsible in the
afternoon, or kick on if conditions are good.

Prospective members welcome

10 JUL 2022

Lunch with Kathy
https://docv.org/event-4760179

This is a social lunch hosted by 2018 CMOTY Kathy Hodge. It
can be a self-navigated ride if you wish, or a drive allowing
partners to get involved. Previous lunches have been well
attended by other halves. The venue is Warburton's Alpine
Hotel and our booking is for 30 from 12:30 pm.

Note that registration will close after Sunday, July 3. Please
be sure to cancel if you need to.

Special needs: Kathy - hodgek9728@gmail.com

19 JUL 2022

July General Meeting
https://docv.org/event-4659407

We are hitting the road again, this time heading out to Ducati
Melbourne.

Light catering will be provided. Please register to ensure we
meet the number limit requirements. See you there!

20 JUL 2022

Yea Midweek
https://docv.org/event-4760194

A vanilla but winter-friendly ride to Yea with a gentlemen's
start, hearty lunch and early finish. Further detail to come.

24 JUL 2022

Ride to Brekky - Macedon
https://docv.org/event-4759181

Self-navigate to The Macedon Lounge for brekky, or brunch
depending on your Sunday body clock. Arrive anytime from
9:30. Timing is relaxed. Return home early for something
useful, or kick on if the weather is good.

Prospective members welcome

7 AUG 2022

Jerusalem Creek
https://docv.org/event-4760182

This recycles an idea that was cancelled last year. It starts and
finishes at Healesville with lunch tentatively at Eildon’s
Jerusalem Creek Marina. The morning leg is 150 km and includes
a coffee stop at Yea. The afternoon is more direct making a
winter-friendly total of 240 km, plus commutes.

Queries: Geoff - captain@docv.org or 0408 533152

14 AUG 2022

New Member Ride https://docv.org/event-4819471

This is the tentative date for another New Member/
Introductory Ride. If you are new to the Club then this is for
you! Detail will follow soon.

The DOCV is very much a riding club. Our rides combine
interesting and enjoyable routes, good company and support
and camaraderie that will stretch your riding horizons.

Your first ride with the club can be a bit intimidating. After all
you don't know anyone and you don't know what to expect. So
this ride is designed to ease you into club rides and get you
started. It's classified as an "Easy Ride". It's a bit shorter than
the typical club ride, has a few corners, and includes all of the
club ride essentials:

- Some great Victorian riding roads

- Lunch at a reasonably priced but good venue

- The shared experience of a club group activity

It will be a fun route with nothing too challenging at a
comfortable pace.

Established members are encouraged to get involved in the
spirit of the event.

Important: please take the time to acquaint yourselves with
the club's riding protocols and etiquette. Your booking and
participation in the ride will assume you have and requires it.

Enquiries: Evan 0418 418 141 mailto:evan3161@gmail.com

28 AUG 2022

Ride to Brekky - Red Hill
https://docv.org/event-4760168

Self-navigate to Red Hill (Food On The Hill) for brekky, or
brunch depending on your Sunday body clock. Arrive anytime
from 9:30. We are in no hurry. It will be followed by something
organised if the weather is good.

Prospective members welcome

https://docv.org/event-4659405
https://docv.org/event-4711261
https://docv.org/event-4760179
mailto:hodgek9728@gmail.com
https://docv.org/event-4659407
https://docv.org/event-4760194
https://docv.org/event-4759181
https://docv.org/event-4760182
mailto:captain@docv.org
https://docv.org/event-4819471
mailto:evan3161@gmail.com%0A
mailto:evan3161@gmail.com%0A
https://docv.org/event-4760168
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11 SEP 2022

Mirboo North
https://docv.org/event-4760203

A ride around the Mirboos with lunch at the North one, most
likely at the hotel but with cafe and bakery options a few
doors away. A morning coffee stop is planned at Yarragon
where we hope to collect a few Gippslanders and offload them
again at Longwarry in the afternoon. The ride will finish over
refreshment at Nar Nar Goon. It is a morning of 200 km and an
afternoon of 100, plus commutes. Suited to all.

Our South Gippy Intelligence Officer advises that the west end
of Grand Ridge Rd is goat track no more - now fully sealed
through to Seaview. The uninterrupted 34 km should hold
everyone's interest in the afternoon.

Queries: Geoff - captain@docv.org or 0408 533152

15 SEP 2022

Creswick Midweek
https://docv.org/event-4760202

This is an early Spring ride to lunch at Creswick's restored
American Hotel aka "The Yank". It is very much a back roads
kind of day and hopefully holds an upside surprise or two
(excluding 1 km of rough but level road in Gleesons Rd,
Mollongghip). It is a Thursday for something different, a 280 km
excursion, plus commutes to and from Bulla. An earlier finish at
Bacchus Marsh is optional.

Queries: Geoff - captain@docv.org or 0408 533152

23 SEP 2022

Grand Final Weekend - Rutherglen
https://docv.org/event-4594150

After last year’s rude interruption we will have another tilt at
Rutherglen. The journey up is a refreshing change via
Strathbogie and Warby Ranges. Grand Final day itself is one of
options, including a lap of the Ovens and Kiewa Valleys, while
our return south is via Beechworth, the Toombullups, Eildon's
dark side and then dispersing from Healesville. It is a full
weekend with little change from two nights away.

An itinerary will be emailed in the week prior. We are spread
across four venues that are a few minutes walk from
Rutherglen's centre and also from each other. Northern
Victoria Members can join on Friday, or just catch up, over
breaks proposed at Yea, Violet Town (lunch), Glenrowan or
Rutherglen itself. The accommodation caps are rubbery but
the number or riders should finish at about 30.

Registration will open nearer the time and close after
Wednesday, September 14, except premium Option D which
must close a week earlier on Sept 7. Cost is for 2 nights
accommodation. Lunch on Friday (the public holiday) may be
added too, before registration opens.

Queries: Geoff - captain@docv.org or 0408 533152

7 OCT 2022

DOCNSW Thunder Rally
https://docv.org/event-4711274

DOCNSW’s Thunder Rally is scheduled for October 7-9 this
year. An unofficial DOCV contingent is travelling up for the
Rally. It is unofficial because first option will be given to
members of our 2017 and 2019 groups and the quota is
expected to fill without actually opening to the wider Club.

This is an opportunity to self-organise a second group. Help is
available with proven itineraries of around 8 nights as well as
tips based on 2017/19 experience. Whether you are into old

style rallies or not it is a great excuse to venture north and
explore some of NSW’s best roads. Non-camping options are
available at Nundle if booked early. Alternatively the Rally
works with a rest day at Tamworth, followed or preceded
with the option of Oxley Hwy.

You are registering interest in the event, not committing. It will
require someone keen to emerge and run with the idea. The
research is done for several route options if you choose to use
it. Further info: Geoff 0408 533152 or captain@docv.org

9 OCT 2022

Ride to Nowhere https://docv.org/event-4793422

A volunteer Ride Leader is needed for this Sunday date - help!

Geoff - captain@docv.org or 0408 533152

23 OCT 2022

CW Ride https://docv.org/event-4834149

Chris Williams has stepped up to lead a ride and you can expect
something well planned when finalised. For the moment it will
start from Diamond Creek and likely head north.

Queries: Chris criswill@optusnet.com.au or 0412 250440

6 NOV 2022

New Member Ride https://docv.org/event-4819481

Save the date for another ride tailored to new members. If you
are new to the Club then this is for you! Detail to follow.

The DOCV is very much a riding club. Our rides combine
interesting and enjoyable routes, good company and support
and camaraderie that will stretch your riding horizons.

Your first ride with the club can be a bit intimidating. After all
you don't know anyone and you don't know what to expect.
So this ride is designed to ease you into club rides and get you
started. It's classified as an "Easy Ride". It's a bit shorter than
the typical club ride, has a few corners, and includes all of the
club ride essentials:

- Some great Victorian riding roads

- Lunch at a reasonably priced but good venue

- The shared experience of a club group activity

It will be a fun route with nothing too challenging at a
comfortable pace.

Established members are encouraged to get involved in the
spirit of the event.

Important: please take the time to acquaint yourselves with
the club's riding protocols and etiquette. Your booking and
participation in the ride will assume you have and requires it.

Enquiries: Evan 0418 418 141 mailto:evan3161@gmail.com

13 NOV 2022

Ride & Lunch with John & Caroline
https://docv.org/event-4799607

John & Caroline have another ride in store similar to their
Nilumbik Winery day last year. Probable departure is from
Diamond Creek for an easy paced day of around 200km. It will
be followed by lunch somewhere close to town leaving the
afternoon free.

A decent ride of 200 km that starts from Diamond Creek and
finishes with a leisurely lunch at Nillumbik Estate at Smiths
Gully (St Andrews). A stop at Flying Tarts Bakery along the
way makes it an indulgent kind of Sunday that ought to appeal
to couples. All are welcome of course within our cap of 30.

Registration will open nearer the time.

https://docv.org/event-4760203
mailto:captain@docv.org
https://docv.org/event-4760202
mailto:captain@docv.org
https://docv.org/event-4594150
mailto:captain@docv.org
https://docv.org/event-4711274
mailto:captain@docv.org
https://docv.org/event-4793422
mailto:captain@docv.org
https://docv.org/event-4834149
mailto:criswill@optusnet.com.au
https://docv.org/event-4819481
https://docv.org/event-4799607
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1. RIDE YOUR OWN RIDE/PACE:

The DOCV has riders of many differing skill levels as we have
no minimum standard of skill required to join (other than a
valid motorcycle license).

Do not try and follow someone who is riding above YOUR
comfortable pace as you may not be able to react to an
emergency situation as well as they can. If you are pushing
your limits trying to keep up, you are more likely to come to
grief and possibly hurt others. The club would rather wait for
you than you have an accident.

Know your own limits and ride to them!

3. CORNER MARKING:

Firstly, the ‘Lead’ rider and ‘Tail End Charlie’ (TEC) rider/s,
plus any variation to the standard corner making system, are
discussed at the riders briefing in the morning. So pay
attention!

Upon approaching an intersection or turn-off that moves
away from the current route, the lead rider signals to the
second rider in the group to stop and wait with their bike
clearly pointing in the new direction. Only once all other
riders have passed and the TEC arrives may the corner
marker move on and so on and so on.

If something needs to be communicated to a corner marker,
pull over and TELL them. You NEVER leave the corner till the
TEC comes through and the TEC does not pass anyone.

If you pull up at a T intersection and no one is there, STOP. It
is easier to phone someone rather than trying to find
someone heading in the wrong direction.

When on a big ride with lots of turn-off’s the leader rider
may pull over to regroup. If he stays on the bike, helmet and
gloves on, do the same. It usually means that we’ll be
continuing shortly.

5. FORMATION:

Formation is mostly used in transit sections and is the way
everyone rides staggered on alternate sides within a lane,
one bike in the right hand wheel track, the other, behind and
in the left hand wheel track and so on. For safety, as the
speeds rise, so should the gap between riders.

DO NOT ride side by side in the same lane. Keep to your side
of the road. Do not move to the other side of the road before
a corner (even on unmarked roads), it can lead to accidents
from vehicles coming the other way or from someone
overtaking you.

2. PETROL:

When meeting in the morning for a ride, you are expected to
have a FULL tank of petrol. If one fills up at a servo, we all fill
up. Use the lead rider as a guide.

4. OVERTAKING:

Riding in a group can be heaps of fun, but it’s also important
to remember those around for you. All we ask is that you
have consideration for the whole group when riding. If a rider
has caught up to you in a twisty section and they have their
indicator on they are asking nicely to overtake you, so help
them out, move to the left of your lane (if safe to do so) and
kick them through. They are most likely quicker and would
rather not overtake you in a dangerous spot/manner. And do
not race them to the next corner, this is very dangerous and
will not be tolerated.

BE PATIENT when you catch up to another rider, especially
as they will most likely be letting you through momentarily.
Most reckless overtaking moves happen because someone
is rushing or trying to keep up.

Most importantly, NEVER overtake on the left of someone in
a single lane, only overtake on the right. When overtaking
someone within the group don’t cut back immediately (if
possible) and spray them with stones from the centre of the
road. Avoid overtaking other bikes within the group at high
speed. They often don’t see you coming and it frightens the
crap out of them. When passing cars try to avoid overtaking
as a group. The lead rider may judge their ‘overtake’ so that
they can pass safely, but it may leave you hung out to dry on
the wrong side of the road.

6. NEW MEMBERS:

For your first ride, the easiest place to start the day is at the
back of the pack, regardless of how good a rider you may
think you are. You most likely will have no idea of what
people are doing or how fast they are capable of going, so
this will save you from getting into a sticky situation.

If you are comfortably keeping up, you can slowly move
through the pack till you find someone who rides at the same
pace as you, and generally, this will be a good place to stay.
Try and avoid overtaking everyone in transit sections if it
means holding them up in the next twisty section.

DUCATI OWNERS CLUB VICTORIA

Riding Etiquette



Melbourne West

Second to none service for your Ducati.

Immediate Availability at Ducati Melbourne West.
Plus receive 10% off any annual service.

Book today (03) 9448 1700
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